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The Modern Part of an Univerfal Hiftory, from the earlicf? Account 
of Time. Campiled from Original Writers, By the Authors of the 
Antient Part. Vol. XVII. 


HE fubject of this volume is interefting, and.the man- 

ner entertaining. ‘To the divifion defcribed here, is al- 
moft the whole of the European commerce with Africa confined ; 
it cannot therefore fail of proving agreeable to a judicious rea- 
der, to fee the ‘geography of this coaft more accurately laid 
down, the humour and difpofition of the different nations more 
nicely chara€terized, and the produce and ftaple commodities 
more fully defcribed, than has been attempted by any former 
writer. In this light it appears to us; but whether or not the 
authors have been mifled by falfe authorities, amidit the multi- 
plicity of voyagers, travellers, and compilers, they have con- 
- fulted, is what we cannot pretend to determine ; that tafk be- 
longs to perfons who have refided in the country, and from long 
obfervation entered perfe@ily into the manners of the natives, 
and peculiarities of the various kingdoms of Africa. 


Se&. I. contains an hiftorical account of the origin of the 
French, Portuguefe, Dutch, Englith,t Brandenburgh, and Da- 
nifh commerce to the coaft of Guiney ; ; in which the claimof . 
the Dieppers, to the honour of having firft led the way to. the 
. African trade, is examined, and the progtefs of the Dutch and 
Englith companies, erected on the ruin of the Portuguefe com- 
merce, concifely related. Speaking of the. Portuguefe, ‘ they 
did not (fay our authors) confine themfelves to the extirpation 
of the French only ; the fame feverities they ufed’againit other ~ 
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Europeans, and even againft the private merchants of their own 
nation, who were hardy enough to encroach on their privileges. 
Their fhips and cargoes were confifcate¢, and the crews put fo 
death. One initance in particular is given of a Lifbon fhip, the 
cargo of which was condemned to the king’s ufe, the fhip to the 
company’s, and the crew to death. ‘The Dutch were the only 
Europeans who continued firm to their intereit, in contempt of 
dangers and difficulties. Their perfeverance was crowned with 
fuccéfs, and at laft they made themfelves mafters of the forts of 
Elmina and Axim, obtaining that fecurity by their courage, 
which the Portuguefe had loit by their infolence and cruelty. 
In what manner they ufed their good fortune, is a point we fhall 
at prefent pafs over. Certain it is, that if any credit be due to 
the Portuguefe hiitorians, neither natives or foreigners had any 
reafon to rejoice in the change of mafters ; as to the pride and 
barbarity of the Portuguefe, the Dutch added a fpecies of cool 
brutality, peculiar to that phlegmatic people. The rebels, fays 
Vaiconcelos, fpeaking of the Dutch, owed their fuccefs more to 
' debauchery and drunkennefs, than to courage. They ftuck at 
no means to accomplifh their ends; fraud and force were the 
fame to them, fo that they arrived at the fame end. They firft 
ruined the morals of the natives and perverted their under- 
ftandings, after which they became the fit tools of their wicked 
defigns. Wine, fpirits, and the indolence of the Portuguefe, 
were in fa&t the true inftruments of their good fortune. By 
’ thefe they raifed themfelves to be mafters, or rather pirates, fo 
formidable by their numbers, that they feized the forts of Bour- 
tri, Cora, Cormantin, Aldin de Fuerto, and Commendo, In 
the end they got poffeffion of Elmina itfelf, and for the fpace 
of many years carried on fo peaceable and profitable a com- 
merce, that their returns from thence amounted to little lefs 
than two millions in gold,.befides other commodities. ‘The 
quantity of merchandize, which they exported thither from Eu- 
rope, and the good bargains they gave the negroes, raifed them 
high at firft in the efleem of thofe barbarians, who foon found 
reafon to confider their fair and honeft dealing as a bait to lead 
them to their deftruction. Such are the words of Vafconcelos, 
an hiftorian who may be fuppofed ftrongly prejudiced againft the 
Dutch ; although ir muft be owned, that his report of their | 
conduct here bears but too ftrong a refemblance of their be- 
haviour in the Indies, and wherever they propofed to fettle 
colonies.’ | 


The character of the Dutch is purfued, and not badly hit off 
in the following extrac : 


‘ After 
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« After the reduction of Elmina, the Dutch doubted not but 
the whole trade of Guiney would foon center there, and fall 
jnto their hands. Van Ypren was ordered by the company to 
refide at that important place in quality of governor-general of 
Guiney and Angola. He applied himfelf affiduoufly to the res ~ 
paration of the fortifications; he enlarged the chief building, 
encreafed the number of the houfes, and was no lefs careful to 
give {ftrength and beauty, than conveniency to the place. At 
firft he treated the natives with great indulgence, but as foon as 
the Englifh expreffed an inclination to fhare in the trade of the 
country, and had for that purpofe applied to the negroes for 
leave to eftablith colonies, then was the kindnefs of the Dutch 
altered fora feverity and cruelty unbecoming a nation that owes 
its being to commerce, and forms pretenfions to civilized huma- 
nity. They even prefumed openly to attack the Englifh by 
feizing upon Fort Cormantin, where at that time the gover- 
nor ufually refided ; a barefaced ufurpation, that became one 
motive of the war in 1666, between England and the United 
Provinces. ‘To keep the natives in more abfolute fubjection, 
they ereéted forts at Bourtry, Sama, Cape Coaft, Anamaboa, 
and Akra, under pretence of protecting them againit the fre- 
quent incurfions of the inland natives, their conftant enemies. 
Not contented with this, they affumed to themfelves a right of 
confining the commerce of certain places folely to themfelves ; 
even the fifth caught by the poor negroes of certain fea-ports, 
they prohibited, under fevere penalties, from being fold at any 
price to other nations ; although to cheapen it they have fuf- 
fered it to rot in the market. In a word, the government they 
erected was the moft defpotic and arbitrary that could be, taking 
cognizance of all affairs civil and criminal, and rendering them=: 
felves the fole judges of property, liberty, life, and death. Not- 
withftanding this, they ftill continued to pay the lawful fovereigns 
afmall tribute for the lands on which they built their factories; 
but this they foon reimburfed themfelves in, by the moft unfeel- 
ing extortion, and corrupt perverfion of juftice. 


‘ The difcontent and difaffe&tion of the negroes rofe fo high, 
when Barbot refided in the country, that having come to an 
open rupture with theig imperious mafters, they kept the di- 
retor general blocked upin Elmina: This quarrel, which con- 
tinued for ten months, ended, after two affaults were given, in 
the lofs of four men only on the fide of the Dutch, and about | 
fifty on that of the negroes. However, had thofe barbarians 
had perfeverance enough to continue the fiege longer, St. George 
Emina muft probably Have fallen into their hands, and been 


lor ever loft to the Dutch. Barbot thinks their refentment 
Zz again{t 
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againft the Dutch but too well founded. He relates fome of the 
moft cruel_and favage punifhments inflicted upon thofe mifera. 
ble wretches for faults merely trifling, by the Hollanders, who 
ought rather to have finiled at their fimplicity, had they been 
potiefied of the bowels of humanity. Hence it was, that the 
author was daily implored to procure them the protection of 
France, and affift them to throw off a yoke altogether unfup- 
portable. Such has been the condu& of this phlegmatic people 
invariably, in all their conquefts and eftablifhments,. whether in 
Afia, in Africa, or in America. They would monopolize the 
whole trade of thofe countries, without deferving any fhare of 
the favours of the natives; they would infinuate, cajole, flatter, 
and cringe, that they might rule, domineer, and play the ty- 
rant, both tending to the fame ends, felf-intereft, and the Lve 


of gain.’ 

The hiftory of the Englifh company is ftill more entertaining, 
becaufe it is more interefting to a Britith fubje&t. The fketch, 
indeed, is but fhort, but not the leaft animated part of this 
work. Having prefented the reader with a view of the rife and 
progrefs of the trade, from the reign of Elizabeth to the accef- 
fion of William III, they proceed to relate the difputes be- 
tween the company and private adventurers. 


‘ The revolution introduced a number of interlopers in the 
African trade, to the great prejudice of the company. Thofe 
adventurers diminifhing the price of European commodities, and 
raifing that of flaves, ivory, and gold duft, obliged the company 


to implore the aid of parliament; but a majority appeared at» 


that time in the houfe for an open trade. For three years the 
trade was made free to all the merchants of Great Britain, upon 
paying to the company tem per cent. on their exports and im- 
ports, from port to port in Africa. Thenceforward the decline 
of the trade became fenfible, and fo low was it reduced in 1700, 
that the company, after fetting forth the prejudice they had re- 
ceived from the encroachments of adventurers, propofed, as the 
only refource, to enter upon a treaty of neutrality with the 
French company, for all the eftablifhments between Cape Verd 


and Sierra Leona. This, however, did not take effeét, and the: 


act for laying the trade open being saat in 1712, all the re- 
monftrances of the company-to parliameht did not prevent a re- 
newal of it. Then the dire&ors again changed their meafures, 
and began to think, that the decline of commerce was owing 
rather to the warm oppofition and rivalfhip between them and 
the adventurers, than to the aét, which laid the trade open. In 
fact, this oppofition only ferved to irritate both parties, now fo 
highly inflamed, as to ftick at no means to accomplifh the ruin 
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of each other. The company fpoke of the adventurers as pi- 
rates, and treated them as fuch as often as they had it in their 
power; while the private merchants retorted upon them, by af- 
ferting that they fattened upon the fpoils of the nation, and 
reftricted the trade, in order to raife the profits. Now at length, 
the company finding every other endeavour fruitlefs, began to 
chime in with their rivals, and to infinuate, that by a coalition 
the profits of each might be augmented, the trade extended, 
and the encroachments of foreigners prevented. By means of 
their forts, and the facility with which they could penetrate the 
navigable rivers, the company in one refpect maintained great. 
advantages over their competitors. ‘They could eafily pubh their 
trade into the inland countries, and procure a variety of com- 
modities in greater abundance, and at a lower price than their 
rivals. But the adventurers, onthe other hand, balanced thefe 
by equivalent advantages. They fitted out fhipping at lefs ex- 

pence ; they carried on the trade by correfpondents, without 
the expence of forts, governors, factors and fervants. Hence 
they were able to underfell the company, particularly in the 

flave ‘trade, and to make three returns from the American colo- 

nies, while the others performed two voyages. All thefereafons 
concurred in perfuading the direCtors of the company, that their 

beft method was to join iffue with fome of the moft wealthy 

among the adventurers. In truth, they could not expec but 
to be lofers, while the nation in general were gainers, and this 

it was that put it out of their power to maintain their forts and 

eltablifhments. But as it was unreafonable, that they fhould 

fupport the expence, while the reft of the nation fhared the ad- 

vantages of their forts, the company, in propofing a coalition, 

demanded an equivalent for this. The matter was referred to 

the board of trade, and all the particulars examined by a f{pe- 

cial committee. The refolutions of this committee were, that 

the trade fhould be free, and exempted frein all expences what- 

ever, and that the crown be at the yearly charge of 10,000 I. 

for maintaining forts. ‘The company complained that this fum 

was infufficient, and made it appear from their books, that in 

fa&tors, agents, repairing, intereft of money, and other ex- 

pences, near three times the money would be neceflary to put 

the commerce upon a right footing. This they more fully 

proved by the examples of France and Holland; but notwith- 

ftanding all thefe meafures, things remained in the fituation we 
have mentioned till the year 1730, when fome new regulations, 
of little confequence, were made.’ 


We are next favoured with a geographical view, a defcription 


of the inhabitants, produce, European fettlements, trade, and 
Z 3 other 
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other particulars of the feveral kingdoms which compofe the 
Gold Coaft.’ Speaking of the fetilement at Elmina, the authors 
make this curious remark : 


« The Portuguefe fupported all the inconveniencies of the 
climate much better than the Dutch. ‘This moft travellers have 
attributed to their temperance and fobriety ; but the women are 
more fufceptible of difeafes peculiar to the country ; numbers 
of the moit healthy and robuft being carried off in a few months, 
weeks, and frequently in two or three days. It would be diff- 
cult to explain this phenomenon, and it is the bufinefs rather of 
the phyfician than the hiftorian. We can eafily perceive why 
the Dutch. fhould be lefs healthy than the Portuguefe; the 
change they undergo from a cold to a hot, from a moift to a 
dry, and from a denfe, heavy, toa thin, fine, and'rarefied at- 
mofphere, muit occafion correfpondent alterations in the fluids 
and folids: but why the Portuguefe females, whofe habit is lax, 
fibres delicate, and perfpiration free, fhould be more fickly than 
the males, is what we find fo difficult to explain, that we muft 
cither doubt of the fact, or afciibe it to fome irregularity in 
their manner of living.’ 


However complete and- accurate the method of our authors 
may be, it is certainly too copious and prolix for a work of fuch 
extent as an Univerfal Hiftory. They have firft defcribed the 
particular manners, the trade, and produce of each diftiné& king- 
dom, and then the general manners and traffic of the inhabitants 
of the whole coaft. We mutt likewife obferve, that marks of hafte 
too frequently occur, both on the part of the writers and of the 
printer: notes, for inftance, are fometimes mifplaced, the fame re- 
marks repeated, and the {tile not always corre& ; to which we may 
edd the inaccuracy of the titles to the feGions ; many of which 
promife what is to be found in the next feétion, as if the divifion 
was made rather by accident than froma general plane With 
thefe trifling blemifhes, unavoidable in a work of great length, 
there is really a great fund of entertainment in this volume, 
fome fpecimens of which we fhall communicate for the reader’s 
{atisfaction. 

Aiter defcribing the perfons of the negroes, our authors pro- 
ceed to the qualities of the mind. ‘ They have a quick appre- 
benfion and ready memory, together with a furprifing prefence 
of mind upon the moft fudden and alarming occafions; but 
{uch is their indolence, that only necefiity can oblige them to 
ule thofe talents given them by nature. Neither profperity nor 
adverfity make any impreifion upon them; and although they 
are greedy in amafling wealth, yet are they perfectly indifferent 


to the lofs of it. In general they are crafty, fraudulent, and 
3 vil- 


























The Moderu Part of an Univerfal Hiftory, Vol. XPT. 331 


villainous, feldom to be confided ins; and no Opportunity is 
pafied over of cheating an European, or indeed of cozening each 
other. They are diilemblers, flatterers, thieves, gluttons, and 
drunkards; equally incontinent and covetous, to gratify either 
of whech paflions they {tumble at nothing. An inftance of their 
infenfibility is, that, if they obtain a victory over their enemies, 

they return home dancing and finging; if they are defeated 
they do the fame, round the graves of their friends and fellow 
foldiers. ‘The fame joy appears on either occafion, and a 
ftranger cannot diftinguifh a victory froma defeat, but by their 
fhaven pates after the latter. M. Foequenbrog fays of them, 
that they rejoice at funerals ; and were they to fee their country 
in flames, they would cry out, ‘ Let it burn,’ not permitting 
the misfortune for a moment to fufpend their riotous mirth and 
drunkennefs. Like the old philofopher, every negro has his 
maxim, omnia mea mecum porto; their whole care is concentrated 
in their own perfons. Ina word, théy are perfectly infenfible 
of grief and joy ; for thofe fallies of animal fpirits fcarcely de- 
ferve the name of joy: they fing till they die, and dance into: 
the grave. 


* The women are _proportionably handfomer than the men, 
ftrait, flender, and well limbed; their chefts high, their mouths 
{mall, and their eyes full of fpirit and vivacity. They are 
quick, chearful, and loquacious; gay in their difpofition, and 
loofe in their principles as to gallantry, but temperate in their 
diet. Yet after all, both males and females, when neceffity 
furmounts their natural indolence, are laborious, induftrious, 
and ingenious; applying themfelves with great diligence to agri- 
culture and fifhing, fo far as they are excited either by avarice 
or poverty. In a word, to fum up their charater, they are like 
the reft of mankind, a compofition of virtues and vices, only 
that here the latter are greatly predominant, ard the former the 
refult of neceffity, if in fuch a cafe they can be called virtues. ~ 
Their natural talents are good, but their paffions are firong, 
their ignorance great, and they abandon themfelves totally to 
the calls of nature, without dread of /Zame, that fhield ef de- 
corum, decency, and human virtue itfelf. Be the actions of the 
day what they will, thofe negroes go to reft at night undifturbed 
by reflection, free from care, and true difciples of that doétrme, 
* take no thousht for to-morrow.’ Artus proceeds in their ‘cha- 
rater; they are, fays he, of fo ready a conception, that they 


_ eafily apprehend whatever is fhewn them; nor are the eyes of 


the body lefs pie-cing than thofe of the mind; for it has been 
obferved, that they are able to diftinguith objetts at fea, incom= 
parably farther than Europeans, and even to defcribe faces, 
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where the very men are invifible to Dutchmen. But it would be 
tedious to repeat all that author has faid of them ; a miniature 
defcribes the features with as much firength, as a picture as 
large as the life.’ 


Speaking of the nuptial ceremonies, it is obferved, that amon 
negroes it is no uncommon expedient ‘ to marry fora livelihood 
by the difhonour of their wives. ‘Thefe huibands are a fet of 
voluntary cuckolds, who not only permit, but excite their wo- 
men to {pread all their fnares for lovers, the husband often exe. 
cuting the office of pimp. Itisinconceivable with what addref 
thofe women counterfeit the genuine paflion of love, and per- 
fuade the cull thar they are only gratifying their own defires 
while they are fleecing him. The ulual way is either to pretend 
they are not married, or elfe artfully to infinuate to their gallants 
their diflike of their husbands, on account of their inhumanity 
or impotence ; and it is remarkable, that this laft plea is gene- 
rally the ftrongelt with Europeans ; as if it were a pleafure to 
rob another of his property, or an indirect compliment to them 
that the husband is unworthy. Itis frequently fo contrived be- 
tween the husband and his wife, that he fhould furprize the gal- 
Jant in the aét of love; in which cafe he recovers about fix 
pounds fterling damages ; that being the price at which female 
honour is rated,’ 


‘ In the kingdom of Anta, a woman who has borne ten chil- 
dren is feparated from her husband, and banifhed to a folitary 
hut, remote from all mankind, where fhe is carefully fupplied 
with every neceffary of life; at the expiration of this term, 
and the due performance of all cuftomary ceremonies, fhe 
returns to her husband, and lives with him as before. It is 
pity no writers have informed themfelves as to reafons for fo 
peculiar a cultom; probable indeed it is, that, like moft’ of 
their other peculiarities, it is founded upon fuperftition and ig- 
norance. [fn all the countries in Guiney, without exception, 
women are efteemed unclean during their catamenxie, and not 
only deprived of their husband’s bed, but banifhed the houfe 
during that term. Artus reports, that: they circumcife their 
children of both fexes. at a certain age with great folemnity ; 
but Bofman and Barbot both affirm, that the operation is hardly 
known in any country en the Gold Coaft, befides Acra, where 
it is done at the time of baptifm er confecration. Many Euro- 
peans have thought that this cuftom was borrowed from the 
Jews, like fome other ufages amone them, fuch as marrying 
the wife of a brother, doing honour to the moon at certain fea- 
fons, &c. but a very little reflection would have fhewn them, 
| that 
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that the rite of circumcifion prevailed among almoft all origi- 
nal and unmixed nations, and that it now prevails among the 
favages, both in the iflands and continent of the Terra Auftra- 
lis, or great Southern Continent.’ 


In the interior countries, the laws in criminal cafes are gene- 
rally more fevere than on the coaft, ‘ as they are not foftened 
or reftrained by the influence of the milder manners of the Eu- 
ropeans. He who debauches the wife of another man here, is 
not only ruined himfelf, but draws deftru&ion upon all thofe 
who are connected with him by blood. If the delinquent be a 
flave, the punifhment is death, and that in the moft cruel man- 
ner that can be devifed ; befides, a certain fine is impofed on 
his mafter. Here they defpife the fordid villainy of fetting a 
woman’s virtue to fale, and profiting by her proftitution. If the 
be caught in adultery, her life is the price of her fault, unlefs 
it be purchafed by her relations at a great expence; but the wo- 
man who indulges her paffion for a flave infallibly dies, without 
poffibility of redemption. ‘The flave perifhes with her, and her 
relations are obliged befides to pay aconfiderable fum of money 
to the injured husband. Every confiderable negro is in this 
cafe his own judge; and if he fhould be too weak alone to 
avenge himfelf, he calls in the afliftance of his friends, who 
readily offer their aid, being fure to be no lofers amidft the 
plunder that enfues. Theinland negroes are more wealthy than 
the inhabitants of the coaft, and therefore perfons convicted of 
adultery pay roundly for their incontinence, the fine fometimes 
amounting to sooo]. fterling. Boftnan fays, that he has lived 
in moft parts of the coaft, but cannot recollect ane perfon whofe . 
fortune was equal to fo heavy a burthen ; yet is it by no means 
uncommon in the interior countries. Even the maritime kings, 
except thofe of Aquambao and Acron, would be hard preffed to 
raife fuch a fum by the fale of all they are worth ; yet the fe- 
verity of the punifhment by no means banifhes the crime from 
focicty: a woman with ftrong paffions is blind to all confe- 
quences; nor is it indeed to be wondered at in countries where 
polygamy is permitted, and where twenty women are confined 
to one man, each in her turn to tafte the frigid, cold, and lan- 
guid joys of an enervated husband, ‘Their wits are therefore 
continually employed on the means of procuring a lover, and 
becaufe the men, terrified at the punifhment, are lefs forward 

than the nature of the fex might admit, the women omit no 
-ftratagem to allure them. So unbridled are their paffions that 
if they meet a young fellow alone, they run into the moft inde- 
cent excefies, and fwear they will accufe him to their husbands 
ef an attempt to violate their chaftity, unlefs he gratifies their 
. luft, 
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luft. The woman has no redrefs, fhould the husband prove un- 
faithful; her only remedy is to wean him from his vice by the 
gentleft, fefteft, and moft engaging arts ; for none befides the 
muliere grande dare prefume tochide him. She indeed will check 
him feverely, and even threaten to leave him, if he perfifts in 
his irregularity; but this is all the punifhment fhe is able to in- 
fli&. Hence it is that every woman is ftudious of pleafing, and - 
of preferving to herfelf thofe marks of favour by her ubliging 
condu, which fhe cannot command by her authority.’ 


Some excellent cuftoms, which natural underftanding would 
feem to have dictated, prevail among the negroes. On the 
whole coait there is not a fingle beggar, by profeflion, to be 
feen, notwithitanding the great number of poor. ‘ Whena 
negro finds he cannot fubfilt by his labour, he binds himfelf 
over to a matter for a certain fum of money, or his friends do . 
it for him, who is obliged to find him in all neceffaries of life. 
In return, he engages to defend his majfter with all his power, to 
watch his affairs, and, in feed and harveft time, to labour as 
a husbandman. Thus every man becomes ufefully employed, 
and the infirm and aged are taken care of by their friends. In 
other refpects, the whole people are beggars; aud the king him- 
felf is not afhamed to beg of an European a trifle which he 
might purchafe for a penny ; but this is rather from a freedom 
and opennefs of temper, than from neceflity: Bofman, indeed, 
attributes it to a fhamelefs avarice.’ 


The fpeeches made by a public orator at births and burials, 
has certainly a great influence on the manners of the people, 
and anfwers avery moral purpofe. At the latter, after enume- 
rating the virtues of the defun&, the prieft pathetically exhorts 
the afflembly to imitate them, to live well, to avoid giving of- 
fence, to perform religioufly their contraéts and engagements, 
with a variety of other moral topics. Many of their religious 
practices, and even their fuperftitions, have a rational end, how- 
ever ridiculous and-abfurd the means may appear. Among 
thefe we may reckon the interrogations put to the deceafed, 
concerning the reafon of his dying, and caufing fo much grief 
to his relations and friends; a cuftom which the artful addrefs 
of the priefts has. now perverted, and turned to their own ad- 
vantage. It would be unneceffary to enlarge on the religion of 
this country, fo fraught with ignorance and abfurdity ; and our 
fcanty limits will not permit us to mention feveral excellent po- 
litical inftitutions, which do credit to the good fenfe of thofe 
untutored barbarians. 


Having amply defcribed the political and natural hiftory of 


the Gold Ceaft, our authors proceed to treat in the fame man- 
: ner 
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mer the Ivory and. Grain Coafts, that divifion. of the coaft, known 

by the name Sierra Leona, the trade and nations bordering on 
the rivers Gambia and Senegal, the European forts and fettle- 
ments, the manners and commerce of the interior countries, as 
well as the coaft, as far as the frontiers of Barbary on the one 
fide, and the rife, or at leaft fuppofed origin of the rivers Niger, 
Gambia, and Senega!, on the other. Here we find a great variety 
of curious fubjeéts difcuffed, not immediately relative to the in- 
tention of hiftory, particula/ly a theory of the tides and currents 
on the Guiney coaft, deduced from the general laws of attrac- 
tion, and an inquiry into the origin of thofe great rivers flowing 
into the weftern fea, which are the means of the principal com- 
merce of Africa. Nothing can afford more entertainment than 
the hiftory of the interior kingdoms of Fouli, Mandingo, Quo- 
ja, Jaloff, &c. and the ftile of the authors feems to rife with 
the fubject. The following narrative of a civil war that hap- 
pened in Fouli will furnifh an agreeable fpecimen : 


‘ By the eftablifhed laws of this*monarchy, and indeed of a 
number of negro kingdoms, although none but princes of the 
blood can be called to the throne, yet the crown defcends not 
from father to fon, but from brother to brother, or nephew to 
nephew ; that is, if the king have no brother, his rights defcend 
to his nephew by his full filter, or in preference to the fon of 
his mother’s daughter only, as the blood royal is moft affuredly 
untainted in the female line. With regard to the children of 
the king, their blood is always dubic us, as the king’s women ge- 
nerally indulge themfelves in acts of gallantry and intrigue : nor 
is it thought very fafe to rely on their word, fince the methods 
anciently ufed to oblige them toa true confeffion are now abo- 
lifhed. The only inftance in which the king’s fons pretend to 
the throne, is when they have married a princefs of the blood, 
becaufe in that cafe the blood is fure upon one fide at leaft ; and 
if by any accident they fail of fucceeding themfelves, the right 
of their children is however indifputable, and always admitted. 
But without regard to thefe cuftoms, the fratick fré, who reigned 
towards the dof of the lait century, endeavoured, from a na- 
tural affection for his children, to raife them to the throne, and 
with that view he invetted the eldeit with the dignity of sama- 
lingo, a poft always filled by the prefumptive heir. ‘The prince 
of Sambaboa, was at that time poffeffed of the office, but de- 
pofed, to make room for his coufin the frarick’s fon, notwith- 
{tanding his amiable qualities had attraéted the efteem and en- 
gaged the affe&tions of the nobility and people, who had long 
with pleafure beheld him as the heir-apparent. He was the 
king’s nephew, handfome in his perfon, eafy in his addrefs, of 
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_ noble fentiments, liberal and generous in his difpofition, and 
of approved courage, which he had often fignalized againft the 
enemies of his country. Such was the perfon removed to make 
‘way for the young fratick ; acircumftance that gives us a mean 
idea of the old king’s policy, though we cannot blame his pre- 
ferring the intereft of a fon to that of a nephew, had the latter 
been poffeffed of lefs amiable qualities. The old /ratick in- 
tended to have confined his nephew ; but penetrating into the 
king’s intentions, he withdrew from court under a ftrong guard ; 
and although he had nothing to fear from the negroes, whowere, | 
to a man. ftrongly attached to him, yet knowing that his uncle 
had drawn over the Moors to his views, he retired to the fron- 
tiers to avoid involving the nation in a civil war, and bringing 
thofe calamities upon the people, which they might avoid under 
the government of the worft of princes. However, all his en- 
deavours could not prevent numbers of the nobility from joining 
themfelves to his fortune, and forfaking their country, rather 
than their affections and zeal for fo efteemed a prince ; a ceffion 
which the enraged /ratick looking upon as a kind of rebellion, 
yaifed a numerous army to fupprefs. As the fratick with his 
army advanced, Sambaboa, who refolved not to draw his 
fword againft an uncle to whom he had always given the name 
of father, continued to retire; but at laft finding himfelf hard 
puthed by this defenfive war, his faithful attendants expofed to 
all the calamities of fugitives and outlaws, and laftly, that the 
command of the king’s army was given to his rival, who had 
' nfurped his dignity, he determined to come to an action. His 
coufin, whofe forces were greatly fuperior, better provided, and 
flufhed with with what they efteemed equal to victory, driving 
the enemy before them, did not at all hefitate to embrace the 
occafion.. A battle was fought, Sambaboa was victorious, and 
the fratick’s fon, with his potent Moorith army, totally defeated, 
through the conduét of the brave prince and bis intrepid faithful 
little army. Reflecting, however, upon the confequences of a 
civil war, which muft inevitably terminate in the ruin of the 
people, and in eitablifhing more firmly the. power of the Moors, 
who were already poffefied of the confidence of the monarch, 
he took the noble refolution of removing into fome diftant 
kingdom, and facrificing every ambitious view to the duty of his 
country and uncle, who he defired might die in peace; after 
which he thought he might recover the throne through the affec- 
tions of the people, in {pite of all the arts made ufe of to fup- 
plant him. A conduét that refleé&ts equal honour upon him, 
and difgrace on more enlightened princes, whi, for a petty ftate, 
or trifling additional title, lay afide natural affection, duty to 
their people, the ties of friendfhip, the moft folemn engage- 
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ments, ‘and whatever ought to be dear to reafon, honour, and 
religion. 

‘ The old f/ratick, whofe mind feems to have been eners 
vated with age and bodily infirmities, fell all ofea fudden into 
the moft auftere fit of devotion, from a life not very ftri& or 
fcrupulous ; and this made him commit the government 
into the hands of his fon, while he {pent his whole time among 
the marbuts, placed round him by. the infidious Moors, to 
draw his attention from the affairs of the nation by religious 
zeal, and thereby to eftablifh their own influence the.more 
firmly. They knew the young frarick refted his fecurity upon 
their fupport, and that, by raifing him to the throne, they 
might get the reins of adminiftration into their own hands ; it 
was their bufinefs therefore, to fhut the old king’s eyes againit 
the merit of his nephew, which could not be done while he con- 
tinued to meddle with public affairs, and the marbuts were made 
the pious inftruments of this artful policy. Their endeavours 
were foon followed with all the fuccefs they could with ; that 
weak old prince became fo paffionately enamgured of, the alco- 
ran, that he carried a huge folio of text and gloffaries upon the 
do&trine of Mohammed flung round his neck; although he la- 
boured under the enormous weight of this facred burthen, in- 
clofed in leaves of maffive filver, yet would he never lay it afide, 
or be prevailed upon to change it for a more conimodious and 
portable copy. He heaped honours, preferments, and wealth, 
upon the marbuts, who had always accefs to him under the cloak 
of devotion. So intirely was he weaned from all temporal con- 
cerns, that he looked upon a pilgrimage to Mecca as the higheft 
proof of human wifdom, of pure religion, and claiming the 
beft right to the title of faint; the higheit dignity that human 
nature was capable of acquiring. He had fent one of his 
prime minifters into the kingdom of Kayor, to conduct from 
thence, at a great expence, a celebrated marbut, of whofe vir- 
tues he had been told fome marvellous ftories; and this fame 
faint and his noble attendant made a vifit to the French, in the 
ifle of St. Lewis, by whom, out of refpec to the fratick, they 
were received with great honours and extraordinary marks of 
diftin@tion, 


‘ The banifhment of Sambaboa continued for the fpace of 
thirty years, part of which time he lived upon the frontiers of 
Fouli, perpetually in arms to defend himfelf againft the attacks 
ef the Moors, and the artifices of the young fratick&. At length 
he demanded protection of the king of Galam, and a fafe re- 
treat in his dominions ; which that prince, after having been 
informed of his character, readily granted; though at firft hear- 
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ing only of his valour, he was greatly embarrafled how to con- 
duct himfelf in fo delicate a fituation, fearing on the one hand 
to offend fuch a hero, or to violate the rights of hofpitality, and 
on the other, to admit fo dangerous a prince into the bowels of 
his kingdom. Being acquainted with the caufe of his banith- 
ment, the juttice, the piety, and the valour of this unfortunate 
prince, he fent a great body of his nobility to conduc him into 
his dominions, ailigned lands for his fupport, officers for’ his 
houfhold, and treated him in every refpeét with thofe honours 
due to his rank and character ; a conduét of which he had never 
reafon to repent, as the fugitive prince ever repaid it with the 
utmoftt fidelity, attachment, and gratitude.. In this fituation he 
lived many years, adored by the king of Galam, beloved by the 
nobility, and the idol of the people, who wanted nothing fo 
much as to raife him him to a throne, to which he formed no 
pretenfions : fuch, however, was his prudence and moderation, 
that the withes of the people excited no jealoufy either in the old 
king of Galam, or the prince his fucceffor ; they too well knew 
the equity of Sambaboa, and the inclinations of the Foulians, 
to apprehend a rivalfhip. Inthe year 1702, as he was begin- 
ning to fink under age and misfortunes, his uncle died, his cou- 
fin was depofed, and Sambaboa called by the numerous voice 
of the people, to fill that throne from which he was fo long ba- 
nifhed, and reign over that. people who always loved him. 


‘ His reign began with expelling the Moors, who had caufed 
fo many misfortunes to the nation, with fortifying feveral pro- 
vinces that lay expofed to the infults of the neighbouring {tates, 
and with reforming all thofe abufes which had crept into the 
adminiftration, during the indolent and weak reign of his un- 
cle. His wife defign was to render his people happy, and him- 
felf fecure, by the, felicity he communicated to them : but he 
‘ was cut off in the midft of all thofe joyous profpeéts by a fud- 
den death, which De Brue fcruples not to attribute to poifon, 
and the artifices of the Moorith priefts, and the depofed prince, 
fon to the late king. He was fucceeded in the throne by Samba 
Donde, who foon afterwards fell in battle, by the hands of his 
own brother, Bubaka Siré, raifed upon this event to the crown; 
an ufurpation of which he was in a fhort time deprived, by 
Ghelonghaya, a perfon he had elevated from a low ftation, to 
the high rank of damalingo.’ , 


We fhall clofe this article with what we may veniture.to call 
a fpirited defcription of the manners of the priefts or marbuts. 
in the interior kingdoms. ‘ We come now (fay our authors) to 
fpeak of the marbuts, that numerous ecclefiaitical body, once 
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driven out of the Siratick, but now reftored, with additional im- 
munities, more than fufficient to wipe off their difgrace. In 
their habit they differ but little from the laity on common oc- 
cafions, though altogether another people as to other circum- 
ftances. Jobfon obferves, that in their private economy, and 
the general conduét of life, they have nothing in common with 
the reft of the world, all being formal, affeéted, ftiff, and de- 
figning, and a regular feries of the moft refined hypocrify and 
prieftly cunning : a character which we fear may be applied to 
too great a number of the priefts of all nations. Here they are 
ambitious, in order the better to gratify their avarice and pride ; 
the paffion being altogether fordid, and pagtaking not a parti- 
cle of that noble elevation of foul that grafps at power, the bet- 
ter to ferve the public, and itruggles for exaltation, only to 
fhine with the greater fplendor and utility. The marduts have 
towns, and even whole provinces, fequeftred from the ftate for 
their maintenance, into which they admit no other negroes but 
their flaves, enfployed in tilling the lands, and cultivating their 
grain, fruits, roots, and all the other neceflaries of life. They 
marry intirely among themfelves, never making any alliances 
with the reft of the people, and all their male children are born 
priefts, and bred to the myfteries of the fun@ion; particular 
care being taken in inftructing them in the principles of the 
Levitical law, upon which many of their ceremonies are found- 
ed, and to which, next to the Koran, they pay the higheft ref- 
pec. With regard to other regulations of marriage among 
the marbuts, authors talk but vaguely, obferving in general that _ 
polygamy is permitted, and every thing elfe that is cuftomary 

with the laity ; tho’, if we may credit their oldeft and beft hifto- 

rian, their ufages are kept a profound fecret from the vulgar. In 

many refpects, however, their conduét deferves thg higheft enco- 

miums: they ftri€tly obferve thofe laws of the Koran relating to 

abftinence and temperance, carefully avoiding every excefs in 

eating, or at all touching wine and fpirituous liquors ; they che- 

rifh commerce, are honeft and fair in their dealings with each 

bther, as if they would by this attone for the frauds they com- 

mit on the people. Charity isa virtue which they never violate | 
among each other, tho’ it never extends to that univerfal bene- 

volence which alone renders it valuable; and they will never 

permit any of their fociety to be fent into flavery : if he has . 
offended againft the laws, they punifh him agreeable to the in- 
ftitutions, or, as we may call them, the canons of their church, 


* Thefe good qualities, tho’ blended with ftrong vices, are 
the cement which firmly binds the fabric of this inftitution, and 
procures the refpe&t of kings as well asof the vulgar. If a mar- 
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but is met on the road by perfons of the firft diftin@ion, they 
form a circle round him, fall upon their knees in prayer, and’ 


receive his benediction; which cuftom is obferved even in the 
palaces of kings when a prieft enters. Labat fays, that the ne- 
groes in general, and efpecially thofe of Senegal, enteitdin the 
higheft regard and deference to their clergy; believing, that all 
who offend them cannot live above three days after. ‘The Man- 
dingo marbuts {pend a great part of their time in the inftruétion 
of their children ; and Jobfon relates, that he had feen {chools 
and feminaries which contained fome hundreds of youth, where 
they are taught to read, write, to expound the Koran, the prin- 
ciples of the Levitical law, the nature of the marbut fociety, how 
it is connected with the body politic, and yet a feparate commu- 
nity, with fuch other knowledge as is fafhionable among them, 
But what they inftil with their firft milk, is, an inviolable re- 
gard and attachment to the interefts of the fociety, profound fe- 
crefy, gravity, and 4 referved converfation and condu@, toge- 
ther with fobriety, temperance, and the principles of morals, at 
leaft as far as it regards the good order of the fraternity, and 


commands the refpect of the laity. 


‘Their children are taught to read and write, upon a little 
book formed of a fmooth hard wood ; the latter by drawing the 
charaéters themfelves, and the former by reading certain cha- 
ratters refembling Arabic,wrote down by their tutors. They ufe 
a kind of black ink, formed from the bark of a tree, and a pen 
refembling a pencil, or rather the Ervaes, fy/us, or pen of the 
ancients, with which they wrote upon their waxed tables. Some 
authors alledge, that their characters refemble the Hebrew more 
than the Arabic; which is a plain indication of their being ig- 
norant of both: for it is impoffible they could bear any affinity 
to characters foextremely different: but all agree, that their 
laws are written in a language totally different from the vulgar, 
which the lay-negroes of every degree are ignorant of, and is 
fuppofed by authors to be a corrupt Hebrewor Arabic. We are 


told from the fame authority, that the great volume of the mar- , 
éut laws or inftitutions, regarding the fociety, is a manufcript, 


of which they take copies for their private ufe. If we may cre- 
dit Jobfon, it is not in their own fchools, and to their own chil- 
dren only, that the marduts communicate their knowledge, but 
to whole provinces, and without diftinétion to every youth they 
meet. They travel, according to him, with books and families 
from province to province, teaching wifdom and religion where- 
ever they pafs, and enforcing their dodtrine equally by precept 
and example. Every town is open to them, and the marbut tra- 
vels whole kingdoms unmolefted in the heat of the bloodieft 
4 wars. 
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wars. Writers differ with refpect to their manner of ‘travelling, 
fome affirming, that, like mendicants, they live upon the public, 
and alms which they réceive from every family ; while other$ 
are no lefs pofitive, that they fupport themfelves by trade and 
the fale of grifgris, afking no other alms than fcraps of paper, 
which they convert into folid food and raiment by virtue of thofe 
myfterious characters with which they imprefs them. Certain 
it is, that they carry on the richeft commerce of the country, 
efpecially the maréuts of Setiko, who trade deeply in gold, flaves, 
and gri/gris : and this may be one end of their progreffes thro” 
different kingdoms, as well as the inftruéting the ignorant, and 
the performance of their apottolical fun@ion. Their chief branch 
of trade is gold, which’ they draw from the interior countries of 
Nigritia, and the extremities of Lybia and Barbary, in exchange 
for their gri/gris; and fuch is their avarice, that they hoard up 
large treafures, deep hidden in the ground, and to be buried with 
them, under the pretext of religion, referving in public only 
what is fufficient to anfwer the purpofes of nature, the gratifi« 
cation of their ambition or pride, and the purchafing of the 
Portuguefe a kind of blue ftone, which their women wear round 
their waifts, as a prefervative againft haemorrhages, to which 
they are very fubje&t ; or from the other Europeans fuch articles 
of luxury as may be wanted to keep up the efteem and veneta< 
tion of the people. ‘To conclude this feétion, and our account 
of this extraordinary fociety, it may be fufficient to obferves 
that they throw all the obftruétions they are able, and crofs by 
every poffible means the endeavours of the Europeans to pene- 
trate to the fource of the river Gambia; apprehenfive, that their 
fuccefs might leffen their trade, and render them lefs neceffary. 
They reprefented to Jobfon the hazards and difficulties of fuck 
anenterprize, with fo much zeal and warmth, that, with all his 
partiality to them, he could not help attributing their exceffive 
friendfhip to felfith views.’ 


The variety of different nations, and infinity of particulars 
defcribed, renders it impoflible for us to give an abftract of 
the whole volume ; but our readers, we hope, will reft fa- 
tisfied with our extraéts, which convey a tolerably juft idea 
of the execution of this part of the Univerfal Hiftory. 


Vor. IX. May 1768. Aa ART, 
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Art. Il. The Life and Heroic AGions of Balbe Berton, Chevalier 
de Grillon. Tranflated from the French by a Lady, and reviled 
by Mr. Richardfon, Author of Clariffla, Grandifon, &%, 2 
Vols. izmo. Pr. Os. Woodgate and Brooks. 


HE THER this pretty little performance ought not pro. 

perly to be called Memoirs of the Reigns of Henry Jf, 
of France, and the four fucceeding monarchs, is what we wil] 
not difpute with the editor ; though certain it is, that the he. 
roic actions of Grillon compofe but a very fmall, and, indeed, 
the leaft entertaining part of the work. Frequently he feemsun. 
neceflarily introduced, only to comply with the promife made 
in the title page. Every inftance of his courage is raifed toa 
prodigy; battles are decided, and the fate of war determined 


by his fingle arm ; inone word, the language is inflated in pro- . 


portion as the action recorded wants real dignity ; and the au. 
thor has taken the utmoft pains to give genuine and interefting 
faéts all the air of aromance. Had he not refolved on being a 
biographer, he would merit praife as an hiftorian. The poli 
tics, intrigues, fa€tions, military tranfactions, charaéters, and 
defigns of the great perfonages of the French court, are defcribed 
with fpirit : the language is animated, and reflections mafterly ; 
but little care is taken to range events in that natural order, 
which conftitutes the beauty of hiftorical compofition. There 
lation of feparate facts is lively and entertaining, but their coms 
bination and the harmony of the whole, in our opinion, per- 
plexed; thus we perufed the author with abundance of fatis- 
faction, but with profit little proportioned to what we mighit 
expec from his abilities, and the importance of his fubje&. To 
own the truth, in giving our readers an ideaof the performanee, 
we are forced to confine ourfelves to the exploits of Grillon, 
becaufe it would be next to impoffible, to follow the hiftorian 
in his relation of the civil wars, fo defultory and unconneétéd is 
his manner. 


» Balbe Berton de Grillon, defcended from a verv ancient fs 
mily, was born at Murs in Provence, in the year rg42.. The 
fports of his childhood diftinguifhed a warlike genius ; his greateft 
pleafure was in the clafhing of arms, found of trumpets, and 
neighing of horfes. He followed with the utmoft ardor, parties 
of racing, wreftling, and other exercifes which tended to give 
him vigour, dexterity, and courage. At the age of fixteen he 
obtained leave from his father, to ferve a campaign under the 
duke de Guife, and for that purpofe repaired to Paris, where 
his birth, vivacity, graceful perfon, and ardor for glory, aa 
cure 
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éured him the beft reception, and higheft diftinétions. In qua- 
lity of volunteer he attended the duke dé Guife at the fiege of 
Calais, and was the firft who mounted the breach made in the 
important fort of Risban. . 


‘The officer who commanded in Risban no fooner difcovered 
Grillon upon the breach, than (aftonifhed at fo daring an at- 
tempt, and to punith him for fuch an excefs of rafhnefs) he at- 
tempted to throw him into the moat ; but the chevalier de 
Grillon, being aware of hisintention, attacked, difarmed, and 
threw him down firft ; and, without confidering whether he was 
fupported, he forced his way into the fort, put all he met to 
the fword, with fo intrepid a courage, that, alone, and unaf- 
fitted, he fuftained the united efforts of the befieged, till he was 
joined by thofe that followed him.’ 


To the prowefs of this hero out hiftorian attributes the con- 
queft of Calais: from this moment he was confidered as one of 
the greateft warriors of the age, arid pitched upon by the duké 
for the execution of the moft arduous enterprizes. At Guines 
he reaped frefh laurels, and the honour of firft mounting the 
ramparts of that place. Soon after he was introduced to Henry 
If. by the duke de Guife, with thefe words: * This gentleman 
has no other fortune except his birth and his fword; but I have 
a ftrong prefage, that he will one day become formidable to the 
enemies of your majefty.” Henry teceived him gracioufly, 
gave him a benefice, and appointed him captain of five huns 
dred men, in a regiment of fix thoufand, commanded by the 
baron Defaudret. This poft he foon quitted ftom diflike to the 
character of his colonel, and an eager defire to mix in bufier 
fenes. By his means the duke de Guife fuppreffed that dan- 
gerous confpiracy of d’Amboife, formed by the prince of Condé; 
Which threatened the lives of the Guifes, the liberty of the 
king, and the extinétion of the catholic religion. 


We next find him performing wonders at the fiege of Rouen, 
where he ferved as a volunteer, and then attaching himfelf with 
inflexible loyalty to the intereft of his king, Francis II. againft 
the prince of Condé, for whom he had the higheft perfonal ef- 
teem and friendfhip. Atthe battle of Dreux, fought between 
that prince, as general of the Huguenots, and the conftable who 
commanded the king’s army, Grillon was greatly inftrumental 
i) the defeat and captivity of the former. Obferving that the 
Nght wing of the Huguenot infantry was not fupported, he in- 
tantly affembled a body of volunteers, attacked therh with fo 
much fury in flank, that he put them in diforder, and changed 
the fortune of the day ; a glory which he purchafed at the price 
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of his blood, having received two wounds: a fecond time he 
was wounded in the bloody action of St. Denis. Immediately 
after which battle the duke of Anjou fent Grillon, the count 
de Brifac, and the vifcount Pompadour, to take poffeffion of 
Mucidan. It was taken, and Grillon, tho’ wounded, had all 
the glory of that action ; his two affociates being both killed 
in the beginning of the engagement. On this occafion it was 
that Charles IX. raifed him to the poit of colonel of horfe. 


Grillon next diftinguifhed himfelf at the fiege of Poiétiers, 
where he appeared at the head of every fally made by the gar- 
rifon. Our author fpeaks in raptures of his conduét, tho’ he 
informs us of no particulars. At the battle of Moncantour, 
Grillon, after giving a thoufand glorious proofs of his courage, 
gave a very fignal one of his generofity. 


‘ A Huguenot foldier, believing that in him he fhould deftroy 
one of the great fupports of the Catholics, refolved to kill him, 
to revenge the death of fo many Calvinifts, to whom the arm of 
this great warrior had been fo fatal : the foldier concealed him- 
felf in a place from whence he could put his defign in execution, 
knowing that Grillon, when he returned from the purfuit of 
the fugitives, muit pafs that way: the foldier fired, but only 
wounded him in the arm; Grillon, incenfed at this treachery, 
ran and feized the affaflin; but at the inftant his fword was 
lifted up, the foldier fell at his feet, and afked his life: Thank 
my religion, replied Grillon, and blufh that‘it is not thine: go, 
I grant thee thy life; and could there be any reliance on the 
word of one who can be a rebel to his king, and equally faith- 
lefs to religion, I would demand thy promife never again to 
draw a fword, but in the fervice of thy lawful fovereign. The 
foldier confounded, and penetrated at this inftance of mercy, 
folemnly vowed to be no'longer of the number of rebels, and 
to return to the Catholics.’ 


At the fiege of St. Jean de Angely, he ftormed the breach, 
and carried the town fword in hand at the head of his own 
troops, unfupported by the reft of the army. In this fervice he 
received a wound, which gave Charles IX. great uneafinefs, as it 
was thought dangerous. During his confinement, he was-ho- 
noured with a vifit from his king, who, giving him his hand, 
faid, ‘ Your valour, zeal for my fervice, and the fuccefs which 
has followed your exploits, are above praife ;? then embracing 
him, he added at taking leave, ‘ Adieu, brave Grillon! a name 
he always with the jufteft title preferved.’ 


After the recovery of his wounds it was that Grillon vifited 


Italy, Malta, and combated with great zeal, the timid fpecious 
arguments 
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arguments of thofe powers who refufed to accede to the chrif- 
tian league againtft the infidels. Our author acquaints us, that 
he was the great initrument of the confederacy formed about 
this time, in confequence of which the famous battle of Le- ° 
panto was fought. What fhare our hero had in this memorable 
victory, we are informed in thefe words : 


* Don John of Auftria, when he reviewed his forces, had dif- 
covered fume armed veflels ; but. they appeared to be in fo 
defencelefs a condition, that he thought itwould be impoffible 
to make ufe of them; and being informed that no officer chofe 
to accept the command of them, he gave orders that they fhould 
be kept at a diftance ; apprehending they would rather be an 
incumbrance than of any fervice to the fleet. Grillon, a fimple 
knight of the galleys of Malta, accuftomed to give orders for 

victory, feized with eagernefs an opportunity fo agreeable to 
his bravery : affured of his own heart, and relying on his good 
fortune, hefitated not a moment to afk don John’s permiffion to 
command thofe veflels ; and promifed he would meet either 
death or victory. ‘This propofal, from any other befides Gril- 
lon, would have been rejeéted as rath ; but his great courage, 
and refources in extremity, joined to the air and confidence of 
an hero affured of fuccefs, fo charmed don John and all the ge- 
nerals, that he obtained what he fo ardently wifhed for. 


‘The Turks, who faw thefe boats fo ill-provided with’ fol- 
diers, approached with the utmoft difdain, believing that’ no- 
thing was fo eafy as to feizethem. ‘They paiddear for this at- 
tempt ; and were convinced that victory was not certain as they 


had flattered themfelves. Never hero fought with more refo- 


lution and calmnefs than Grillon. 


‘ The moft daring were feized with terror; where-ever he 
engaged, Turks fell in heaps around him: his followers, ani- 
mated by his example, imitate him ; attack, and conquer. 


‘ The barbarians, feeing the number of men in thefe viéto- 
rious barks did not leffen, and that their fury and ardor for 
victory were ftill the fame, cried out,, That heaven certainly fup- 
plied this hero with Chriftians, or they muft arife out of the 
waves, to fight under him. All.their eyes were fixed on him : 
a cloud of arrows covered him; he received one, which pierced 
his arm; he drew it out, and, exafperated at the wound, made 
redoubled efforts, filling the veffel he attacked with flaughtered 
Turks. This bravery had fewexamples. ‘The generals of the 
Ottoman fleet could fearce believe their enemy was mortal ; 
and thofe of the chriftian navy beheld with the utmoft admira- 


tion and aftonifhment this prodigy of valour. 
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‘ The glory of this a€tion impelled thofe who were witnefles 
of it, to the generous refolution of devoting their lives to their 
religion and country : the combat became general ; the bravery 
ef the Chriftians made thefe barbarians feel, that valour can 
fupply the place of numbers. A choufand times Grillon dared 
death by plunging himfelf into the midft of danger, or in affift. 
ing and refcuing thofe who wanted his aid. 


* The corfairs of Algiers and Tripoli, feeing vi€tory declare 
jn favour of the league, refolved to feize the Maltefe galleys, 
that they might affume to themfelves the glory of this important 
prize : fuccefs at firft favoured their attempt ; they furrounded 
the galleys, and were juft upon the point of taking them; 
which Grillon per¢eiving, he immediately came up, and com- 
pelled the enemy to defend themfelves : they fought the more 
refolutely, as they were eager to obtain fuch a prize; but all 
their efforts ferved only to render the glory of their conqueror 
{till more confpicuous.’ 


He was chofen as the moft worthy to carry the news to the 
‘pontiff, which office he accepted, notwithftanding a wound he 
Teceived in the arm, and was received by his holinefs with very 
uncommon marks of diftinétion. 


His fame rofe fo high, that it excited the jealoufy and emula- 
tion of all the young cotemporary warriors : among thefe was 
Buffi d’Amboife, aman greatly efteemed at the court of France 
for his yalour, but fo infolent and prefumptuous, as rendered 
all intimacy with him dangerous. Buffi, piqued at the fuperior 
reputation of Grillon, determined to fight with him. Gril- 
Jon was not lefs jealous of his honour: they accidentally met in 
the Rue St. Honoré, and Bufli afked with a haughty air, what 
it was o’clock ?——The hour of thy death, replied Grillon, put- 
ting his hand upon his fword. A fierce combat began, courage 
-and dexterity were employed with equal advantage on both fides; 
but they were parted by fome lords of the court. Our author, 
inconfiftently enough, gives the advantage to Grillon, tho’ no 
circumftance, in the relation of the combat, feems to fhew any 
fuperiority on either fide ; but to be a hero, he muft be made 
¢onquecror on eyery occafion. This rencounter produced an 
animofity, which muft have terminated in blood, had not the 
greatnefs of Grillon’s mind gained a more glorious victory than 
ever his arm could. Both the warriors had accompanied the 
duke of Anjou to Poland, on his eleGtion to that crown: pafling 
through Germ: any Bufli quarrelled with fome Saxon officers, 


feveral of whom he put to death or wounded 1 in his cups, upon 
which 
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which he was tried and condemned to die -by the laws of the 
country. 

s Grillon being informed of Buffi’s danger, at that inftant: 
forgot that they were enemies, and in Buffi beheld a man whofe. 
bravery did honour tothe French, and one who owed him fatis-: 
faction for the contemptuous look he gave him in the king’s: 
chamber. He reflected on the difgrace it would be to the French 
nobility for fuch a man as Buffi to perifh with fo much ignomi-. 
ny; that it was an infult on the king of Poland to proceed to, 
fuch extremity with one who had the honour to be rankedamong 
his attendants. Urged by thefe reafons, Grillon folicited, per-. 
fuaded, fearched for friends, who feconded him, and at length. 
obtained Buffi’s liberty. 


‘Buffi, confounded at Grillon’s generofity, was not recovered’ 
from the aftonifhment which had feized him, when he faw a’ 
gentleman enter his chamber, who told him, that Grillon defired,; 
to fight him; and that he had no other intention in the fervice 
he had done him ; for which he owed him no acknowledge- 


ments. 


‘ Buflt, who could not fear that his refufal would be imputed 
towant of courage, anfwered the gentleman, That he fhould be 
blamed by all men of honour, and fix an eternal ftain upon his 
charaGer, if he was to draw his fword againft a man who had 
jut faved his life; and immediately mounting his horfe went to 
Grillon. After leaving his {word in his faddle, he approached’ 
him with an air of franknefs and efteem ; faying, To you L owe 
alife, which, as a proof of my gratitude, I here proteft fhall be’ 
facrificed for your fervice: when he had faid thefe words, he 
advanced to embrace him; but Grillon, incapable of difguife,, 
rejected his offer, and declaring that he had no other motive in 
preferving his life, than to deliver him from a death unworthy 
of a man of honour, whofe error had only been occafioned by 
wine, and.in order to deprive him of that life in a combat, 
which he required of him to put to hazard, as a proof of his 
gratitude. 


‘ Buffi, amazed, confufed, and diftreffed at Grillon’s refolu- 
_ tion, ftood a moment filent, penfive, and motionlefs ; at laft re- 
covering himfelf, he afked Grillon with warmth, if he had only 
faved his life, that he might expofe him to the world as a mon- 
fter. of ingratitude; unworthy his generofity ; that he, Buffi, 
fhould purchafe too dearly the fervice he had done him, were he 
to be compelled to draw his fword againit his benefactor; that 
he fhould not think his honour ftained, was he even tamely te 


bear an infult from him without revenging it. 
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« Thefe words, uttered with the air and tone of a man pene- 
trated with the deepeft anguifh and gratitude, difarmed Grillon, 
who made no other anfwer, than giving him his hand, which 
Buffi with tears in his eyes tenderly prefied: thus thefe two: 
great men embraced, vowing an eternal friendfhip for each 
other ; of which Grillon gave Buffi many proofs.’ 


Before this glorious action, he releafed by his valour another 
attendant of the duke’s out of prifon. The exploits he per- 
formed at the fiege of Rochelle were proofs of undaunted cou- 
rage; but they favour fo much of rafhnefs, that we cannot 
rank them among the actions of a hero, efpecially as many of 
them were unneceflary, and done out of pure oftentation. What 
redounds more to his reputation than all thofe romantic aéts of 
chivalry is the following anecdote. 


After the dreadful maffacre at Paris, the prince of Condé, who 
was made prifoner on that occafion, contrived his efcape by 
means of three difcontented courtiers, Fervaques, Lavardin, 
and Roquelaure. No fooner had he taken flight, than Ferva- 
ques gave the king information, that Roquelaure and Lavardin 
had agreed to follow him, and take poffeflion of fome towns, 
Fervaques was fufpected to have delayed giving this intelligence, 
till he was affured they were out of reach. The fufpicion was 
intimated by his enemies to Henry, who, in his wrath, declared 
that his head fhould anfwer for his treachery ; adding, that who- 
ever gave notice to the traitor fhould fhare his fate. | 


‘ Grillon faw the king’s fury without furprife ; but knowing 
him capable of deftroying an innocent man, he trembled with 
horror when he heard him vow the death of Fervaques, a man 
of quality, and an officer of acknowledged bravery : prejudiced 
in his favour, he could not believe him capable of fo mean an 
artifice; but even fuppofing him gui!ty, he did not think his 
crime deferved an ignominious death: to fecure his perfon, and 
make him prifoner, was all the punifhment that he thought his 
fault merited. But that moderation which can calmly propor- 
tion the punifhment to the crime, was unknown to Henry III. 
of a difpofition which inclined him always to extremes, his 
frenzy feldom knew any bounds. 


‘ Grillon, agitated by a thoufand different reflections, was 
equally alarmed at the violent refolution of the king and the 
imminent danger to which Fervaques was expofed : diftinguifhed 
for a magnanimity which made him incapable of fear, he re- 
folved to fave him; and defpifing the danger of a difcovery, the 
exceflive delicacy of his friendfhip perfuaded him that he ought 


to run all hazards to preferve the life of a man of honour, and 
hinder 
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hinder the king from doing an injuftice which would render him 
ftill more odious to his fubjeéts. He went to him, and faid, 
My dear Fervaques, the king, who is perfuaded that you have 
favoured the efcape of Roquelaure and Lavardin; under pre- 
tence of. giving them up to his vengeance, has vowed your 
death : I do not afk you to confefs whether his fufpicions are 
juit ; to juftify myfelf for the ftep I am going to take, Iam 
willing to believe you innocent: fly this inftant, and fave your 

life from the king’s rage. 


‘ How fenfible am I, replied Fervaques, ofthis heroic proof 
of your friendfhip: I am refolved to fly, not from a fenfe of 
guilt, but to efcape the fury of a king who fo little merits the’. 
fidelity of his fubje¢ts, or the generous and inviolable attach-_. 
ment of the brave Grillon. Fervaques inftantly fed, and join 
the king of Navarre. 


‘ Henry was extremely incenfed when he heard of Ferva- 
ques’s efcape : he was for fome moments uncertain on which of 
thofe who had heard him vow Fervaques’s death, to fix his fuf- 
picions; but at length they fell upon Grillon. His efteem for 
him, while it made him wifh him innocent, added ftrength to 
thofe fufpicions. ) ' 


_* Henry was agitated with thefe different emotions, when: 
Grillon-appeared before him: Fervaques (faid he to him, with 
a look of rage) has efcaped my vengeance, and leaves me no 
other hope of executing it, but upon him who has been the in- 
ftrument of his efcape. Do you know who the man is? Yes, 
fire, replied Grillon : Well then, faid the king with warmth, 
name him. 


« I will never be the accufer of any befides myfelf, anfwered 
Grillon ; but the fear of expofing the innocent to..your ma- 
jeity’s refentment, -obliges me to give up the guilty: yes, fire, 
fee before you the man you ought to punifh ; one whe would 
have confidered himfelf as the affaflin of Fervaques, had he 
concealed from him a fecret on which his life depended ; mine is 
at your difpofal ; but it is lefs dear to me than the honour of 
faving a fubje& (poffibly innocent of the crime laid to his 
charge) whofe blood may be one day ufefully fhed in your ma- 
jefty’s fervice.’ 


Henry III. refolving upon the death of the duke of Guife, 
pitched upon Grillon to accomplifh this hazardous enterprize. 
He called the chevalier to his cabinet, and juftified his defign, 
« by recalling to view the duke’s whole candutt, his ftri& con- 
nexions with the duke of Savoy, the terrible day of the barri- 

cades, 
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cades, the fad alternative this ambitiousman had reduced him to» 
of condefcending to a fhameful and precipitate flight, of aban-' 
doning his crown and liberty to the power of a rebellious fub- 
je&, whofe criminal views extended even to the throne. Can 
there be a crime more worthy of death? continued the king. 
Are not you of opinion that the duke de Guife deferves it? I 
am, fire, replied Grillon. It is well, returned Henry: it is 
your hand:1 ‘have chofen to give it him. I fly, fire, anfwered 
Grillon ; and your majefty may be affured, that my fword hall 
pierce his bofom, tho’ the fame moment that gives him death 
were likewife to be my lait. 


¢ As foon as he had fpoke thefe words, which he pronounced 
with the livelinefs and fire that accompanied all he faid and did, ° 
he flew to the door; but the king cried out, Stop, and hear 
at I have to fay : it is not my intention that you fhould fight 
e the duke de Guife ; I will not rifk the life of a man fo 
ncerely attached, and of fo much ufe to me as youare. The 
title of chief of the league alone renders the duke guilty of high- 
treafon. Well, fire, replied Grillon, let him be pronounced 
worthy of death, and executed. But, Grillon, faid Henry, are 
not you fenfible what a rifk I fhall run, and what frefh troubles 
I may involve my kingdom in, if Icommand him to be feized ? 
Tt is impoflible for me to punifh, in a legal manner, this enemy, 
who is become more powerful in the ftate than myfelf: he muft 
fall by fome unforefeen ftroke ; and it is from you I expect this 
important fervice, which I promife you to recompence by the 
ftat? of conftable of France; which I fhall fee in your hands, 
without fearing you will ever make an ill ufe of the unlimited 
power it confers. 


¢ At thefe words Grillon was ftruck dumb with grief and afto- 
nifhment; but at length, recovering fpeech, he faid, The proof ~ 
which your majeity has given me that my condué, though uni- 
formly irreproachable, has not been able to gain me your ef- 
teem, determines me to retire to my own family, whofe name 
and reputation I will never tarnifh by an unworthy action. 


‘I know you, Grillon, replied the king ; and no one has a 
higher fhare in my efteem ; but do you confider, continued he, 
after a moment’s paufe, that my life and my dignity depend 
upon the death of the duke de Guife ? It is that only that can 
fecure my crown and fafety ; and, in order to prevent innume- 
_¥able evils, I can think of no other method to get rid of him: 
Can you then refufe me the only affiftance I can have recourfe 
to? 

‘ Ah, fire! cried Grillon, fay no more fuffer me to fly 


fr from this court; and blufh in filence at the remembrance of 
. haying 
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having heard my king (for.whom I am ready to lay down my 
life a thoufand times) defire me to facrifice that love for trye 
glory, which coft me fo much blood to acquire an efteem I 
have not_been able to obtain. Ah, fire ! I cannot fupport 
the thought. I fhudder to fee your majeity led away by the 
councils of minions unworthy of your ear, 





‘It is enough, faid Henry, interrupting Grillon (who thought 
he read in the eyes of the offended monarch a ‘concern for the 
confidence he had placed #1 him, as-alfo the fatal refolution of 
fecuring his fecrefy, perhaps by his death.) Sire, proceeded 
the chevalier, the proof (and I may venture to call it a gene- 
rous one) which 1 gave you of my way of thinking, when, to 
fave Fervaques frem your refentment, I expofed myfelf to it, 
ought to have convinced your majefty, that Grillon would never 
confent to commit an aétion beneath himfelf. You may beled } 
to imagine, that the fame generofity will prompt me to forget 
the duke is my enemy, and to give him warning of the peril he 
is in; but to fpare your majeity any trouble on that head, I 
intreat you (if my folemn promife of keeping this fatal fecret is 
not enough) to make yourfelf eafy by fecuring my perfon this 
moment. ) 

‘No, Grillon, replied the king ; I know, I efteem, and love 
you: your word is fufficient; and I forgive you a refufal, whith 
is wholly owing to your too fcrupulous delicacy,’ | 





Befieged with a handful of men in Quilleboeuf by M. Viflars, 
at the head of the rebels, he refufed to furrender, thougl? the 
place was not tenable, making this refolute reply to the enemy’s 
fummons, ‘‘ Villars is without, and Grillon is within.” In ef 
fect, he foiled all the endeavours of that experienced officer ; 
yet, notwithftanding his valour and fidelity, which rendered him 
the favourite of five fuccefiive monarchs, he:could never ob- 
tain preferment fuitable to his merit ; which his biographer at- 
tributes to the biunt honefty and franknefs of his difpofition, 
though it is probable, that Henry IV. in particular, would have 
elevated him to the dignity of marefchal, had he not perceived 
his talents were rather calculated for a fubordinate capacity, 
than for the command of armies. Difguft, imfome meafure, in- 
duced Grillon to retire to his country eftate, a little before the 
death of that glorious monarch, who preferved the higheft re- 
gard for our hero, and a conftant igtercourfe by letters, during 
the ihort period of his life. The following anecdote, perfectly 
of a piece with the fuperitition of the times, is related by our 
author ; 3 


© Heney 








Se 


a a 








352 The Life and Heroic A@ions of Balbe Bertor. 


‘ Henry III. was at Avignon in 1574, with Henry king of 
Navarre, Henry prince of Condé (who was poifoned at St. Jean 
d’Angely, the fifth of March, 1588) and Henry duke deGuife, 
Thefe four princes were at play with dice at Grillon’s houfe on 


‘a marble table; all on a fudden blood fpouted out, and covered 


their hands, though they never could difcover from whence it 
came. This accident broke up the party; they argued diffe- 
rently upon it; but fince the violent deaths of thefe four princes, 
thofe who were witnefles of this fa&t, looked on it as a fatal 
prefage of the deaths they were to expect.’ 


Not long after the-aflaflination of Henry the Great, Grillon, 
whofe health had been long impaired, became fenfible, that he had 
depended too much upon his own ftrength; ‘ for he was fo ex- 
tremely weakened, that his body, covered with wounds, refufed 


’ the affiftance of medicine : the pains he fuffered were acute and 


univerfal ; yet his courage and refolution never deferted him: the 
day before he expired the marquis de Javon, fon of one of his 
fifters, whom he tenderly loved, ftanding by his bed-fide, his 
eyes fwimming in tears, he faid to him, ‘ Nephew, don’t weep 
for my death ; my life is no longer ufeful to the ftate.? He bore 
his illnefs, not only without murmuring, but with the fubmif- 
fion worthy of a Chriftian: he died the fecond of December 
1616, after having received the facraments, in the feventy-fourth 
year of his age. His body was carried to the church of the 
Cordeliers, and depofited in the tomb of his anceftors. His 
funeral oration was pronounced by father Bening, a jefuit. 


‘In Grillon the focial and heroic virtues were remarkably 
united; fuperior to flattery, he was fond neither of giving nor 
receiving praifes, and was only folicitous to deferve them: a 
flave to his word, no one ever had caufe to repent being en- 
gaged with him; the fecrets he was intrufted with were to him 
a facred depofit : humane and generous to excefs, he was ane- 
ver-failing refource to thofe who wanted his affiftance ; adored 
by the foldiers, no danger had power to intimidate them, when 
they were commanded by Grillon. The obedience of the troops 
was lefs owing to the authority of his poft, than the confidence © 
they had in his valour: the officers and foldiers were fo attached 
to him, that if a principle of duty and virtue had not fecured 
their obedience to their king, gratitude and refpect for their ge- 
neral would have confirmed it. 


« The king having once made him a prefent of ten thoufand 
crowns (a very confiderable fum for thofe days) he diftributed 
it among the foldiers of his regiment, without referving any 
for himielf. 


* He 
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« He was always inviolably attached to his kings ; never de~ 
ferting their interefts, notwithftanding the contagious examples 
fo frequent at court; where perfidy. was rewarded with the 
higheft dignities, and rebellion afflumed the fpecious appearance 
of religion: he was not infenfible to innocent pleafures ; but 
never ¢arried them to excefs, So many united virtues were not 
without fome defeéts ; the character of Grillon, is too great to 
make it neceflary for his hiftorian to flatter him. He took fire 
at an equivocal expreffion, and often carried his refentments to 
excefs. This captious delicacy was the fource of a great num- 
ber of combats and duels, which made his fociety dangerous ; 
his franknefs fometimes funk into abufe: he had a habit of 
fwearing, which he knew not how to conquer, even while he 
was at confefiion. 


‘ Such was the brave Grillon: he had few faults, and many 
virtues. While probity and valour are dear to the French na- 
tion, his name will be mentioned with honour.’ 


From this abftraét the reader will perceive, that though’ the 
life of Grillon was glorious, it afforded too few incidents for a 
biographer, otherwife than by interweaving it with the hiftory 
of the times, which may appear an impropriety, as he never 
ated but in a private capacity. Be that as it may, this little 
performance merits the perufal of all who have a tafte for fpi- 
rited narration, and memoirs worthy of having paffed through 
the hands of the ingenious author of Clariffa and Sir Charles - 


Grandifon. : 





Arr. III. 4 Colle&ion of State Papers relating to Affairs in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, from rhe Year 1571 to 1596. Tran- 
Seribed from original Papers, and other authentic Memorials, never 
before publifbed, left by William. Cecil Lord Burghley, and re- 
pofited in the Library at Hatfield-Houfe. 2y William Murdin, 
B. D. Reétor of Merrow, and Vicar of Shalford iz Surrey. 
Folio. Pr. 11. 16s. Bowyer. : 


HIS colleétion of papers, we are told by the editor, is a 
continuation of thofe publifhed by Dr. Haynes in 1740. 

It contains a minute account of the examination of the duke of 
Norfolk, bifhop of Rofs, Charles Baily, a dependant on the 
bifhop, Higford, the duke’s fecretary, Barker and Banifter, 
two fubordinate agents to queen Mary; in a word, the arraign- 
ment, defence, and confeffion of the feveral perfons employed 
by the queen of Scots to procure her liberty, embroil the af- 
fairs of England, introduce the Popith religion, fubvert the Eng- 
ith 
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lith government, and even deftroy the perfon of her rival, Fli- 
zabeth; many of which allegations, notwithftanding the affer- 
tien of Mr. Murdin, are by no means clearly proved. In fucha 
long feries of examination, it is indeed difficult to carry in our 
eye thofe circumftances which fairly acquit or condemn the ac- 
cufed : the proofs will appear more or lefs ftrong, according to 
the difpofition and prejudices of the readers ; and this is the 
reafon why different judgments are formed concerning the very 
fame facts and evidences. We muft acknowledge, that all that 
was extorted from Lefley, Higford, Baily, and others, does not 
feem to us fufficient proof of the guilt of that worthy noble- 
man the duke of Norfolk, charged ‘ with imagining and de- 
vifing to deprive the queen of her crown, royal ftile, name and 
dignity, and, con/equently, life; of comforting and relieving the - 
Englith rebels (the earls of Northumberland and Weitmoreland) 
that ftirred the rebellion in the North, fince their flight out of the 
realm ; of comforting and relieving the queen’s enemies in Scot 
land, who aided and abetted the faid Englifh rebels.’ 


As the proofs of this heavy charge is a real curiofity, per- 
fe&tly characteriftic of Elizabeth’s reign, we fhall here quote the 
fummary of the trial given in the volume before us. In proof 
of the firft article of the indiétment, it is alledged, ‘ The duke 
knowyng the quene of Scotts hath made tytle to this crown in 
poffeffion, and that fhe hath not renounced the fame, though 
fhe hath bene required, and though hir ambaffadors have cove- 
nanted that fhe fhuld doo; yet, contrary to his’ duty in that be- 
half, and not only without hir majeftie’s knolledg, but contrary 
to hir majeftie’s commafidment, gyven tohym uppon his alle- 
giance, and contrary to his promifs made to hir majefty by his 
own hand wrytyng, hath fecretly praétifed to joyne in marriadg 
with hir to the mayntenance of hir falfs clayme, which cold 
not be without purpoofs to depofe the quene’s majeftie ; for 
that being marryed to hir ageynft hir majeftie’s mynd, he cold 
not fuffer the quene to hold the place wherunto his wiff fhuld 
make tytle, nor yet cold he thynk hymflf in favety to conty- 
new as a fubje& to the quene’s majeftie, after fuch a mar- 


riadg. 


* The particular proves of this general affertion of the duke’s difloyal 
dealyng in Jekyng this marriadg. 


* When the duke being appoynted on of fpeciall truft by the 
quene’s majeftie, afwell for the gretnes of his eftate, as for an 
opinion conceaved of his dexterite to be in commiffion at York, 
to here the caufe betwixt the quene of Scotts and hir fone, and 


fubjects ; it was thought mete, for the weightenes of the caufé, 
to 
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to ordre that all the coumiffioners of every party fhuld take an 
oth to deale uprightly, as by a claufe conteyaed in the othe fol- 
lowing fhall appere, which othe the duke did with the others 
take. 


‘¢ Ye fhall fwere that you fhall procede in the treaty fyncerely 
and uprightly, and that you fhall nof, for affe&tion, mallice, or 
any wordly refpec&t, leane or adhere to thon parte or to the 
other, more than reafon and truth will beare ;. ne yet furder or 
advance any thyng therein otherwife than your confcience, afor 
God, fhall wytnes to be trew and refonable.” 


‘ After this oth taken, and that he and his colleagues had 
{pent five or fix dayes in hearing the complaynts of the Scottifh 
quene’s part, and the anfwers made by the regent and _ his col- 
leages for the kyng, and had fene certen letters and ballades 
wrytten by the Scottifh quene, the fayd duke did, by his letters, 
wryte in this fort : ‘ The fayd letters and ballades. do difcover 
fuch inordinat and filthy love betwene hir and Bothwell, hir 
lothfomnes and abhorryng of hir hufband that was murthered, 
and the confpyracy of his deth in fuch fort, as every good and 
godly men can not but deteft and abhorr ; and the matter con- 
teyned in them being fuch as cold hardly be invented by any 
other than bi hir felf, for that the difcourfe of fome’ things 
which wer unknowen to any other than to hir felf and Bothwell, 
doth the rather perfwade us to beleve that they be in dede of 
hir own hand wrytyng.’ And the manner how thefe men came 
by them is fuch, as it femeth that God, in whofe fight murder 
and bloodfhed of the innocent is abominable, wold not permitt 
the fame to be concealed. After thys wrytten; which being 
well confidered, might move any man to think, that the duke 
fhuld never have bene induced, by provocation of love, to have 
made choifs of fuch on to become his wiff; the duke and the 
reft contynued ther above nine or ten dayes longer, within which 
tyme the duke. forgettyng his othe utterly, and begynning to 
forgett, or not to eiteme his own evill opinion of the quene of 
Scotts, in refpeét of hir imagyned title to this crown, entred 
into conference with Lyddyngton, in favor of the Scottifh quene, 
as by the bifshop of Roffe’s letters there at York wrytten, and 
Kis'own confeffion, fence now in the Towre, fhall ‘herafter ap- 
pere : and ther alfo, as by the fayd duke’s confeffion, was the 
matter of the mariadg with the Scottifh quene moved to hym. 
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© Extraé? out of the trew firft copy of the bijshop of Roffe’s letters 
aurytten from York, in OGober, 1568, to the Scottifh quene, be- 
ing at York ; which copy was loft by the bifshop, and by good 
happ found by the regent. 


© Pleis xour Majefty, 


‘I conferrit at greit length with the lord of Lethyngton ane 
reit part of ane night, quha affurit me had reffonit with the 
duke of Norfolk at length this Settyrday in the felds, quha de- 
termynat to hym that it was the quene of England’s determit 
purpois, nocht to end your caufe at thistyme, but to hald the 
fame in fufpence, and did that was in her power to caufe us per- 
few extremely, to the effect that the regent might utter all that 


yai could to zour difhonour, etc. 
¢ And yairfor yair counfall is ze wryte to the quene, efc. 


« It is to be noted that the duke hath confeffed, that in dede 
Lyddyngton had, the fame Satyrday mentioned in the bifshop 
of Roffe’s letter, along difcourie with hym, and did then move 
him for the marriadg with the Scottifh quene ; and, as the duke 
fayd, that was the firft tyme that he did heare therof ; wherunto 
he fayd he did not confent. It is alfo to be noted, that although 
Lyddyngton cam in company with the regent, yet he was not 
unfufpected of the regent; and to prove that he was at that 
tyme a diflembler with the regent; the bifshop of Roffe’s decla- 
ration herafter followyng, uppon examination the fixth of No- 
vembre, fhall manifeftly declare both the fame, and the duke’s 
unjuft dealyng, in favor of the Scots quene, contrary to his 
othe, and to the truft of his vocation. 


« It may alfo appere by a letter of the erle of Murray, thewed 
at the barr to the duke, and redd, how the duke did deale in 


this matter. 


¢ After this, the duke was charged that uppon his retorning 
from York to Hampton-Court, he underftanding the quene’s 
majeitie had hard fomewhat of his intention to marry with the 
Scottifh quene, fought meanes to fpek with hir majeftie . 
privatly theruppon, and complayned to hir majeftie, that fuch 
fpeches fhould be fuffred, chargyng on Robert Melvyn a Scott 
with the report, and required to have hym punifhed ; and fe 
perceaving by hir majeftie that fhe had hard therof, though fhe 
cold not beleve it ; he, the duke, did with gret othes deny ity 
and with corfyngs of hym felf very depely, if ever he ment it, 
or wold meane it; addyng, amongft many reafons theis, in 
faying, ‘* What fhuldI feke to marry hir being fo wycked a wo- 
man, fucka notorioofs adulterefs, and murderer ; I love to flepe 
uppon 
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uppon a faff pillow ; I cont my felf, by your majeftie’s favor, 
as good a prince at home in my bowlyng-alley at Norwych, as 
fhe is though fhe were in the middeft of Scotland. And if I 
fhuld go about to marry with hir, knowing as I doo, that the 
pretendeth a title to the prefent poffeflion of your ‘Majeftie’s 
crown, your majefty might juftly chardg me with fekyng your 
own crown from your head.’ This; with fuch other fpeeches, 
he was chardged to have uttered to hir majeftie, as the party 
that charged hym at the barr, fayd oppenly, that he had him 
felf hard the quene’s majeftie make this report hir felf; and fo 
had fondry of the lords ther prefent, often tymes hard ne ma- 
jeiti alfo repete it, with much more to that effect. 


‘ After this he was charged that, notwithftanding his erneft . 
deteftation of this marriadg, he delt fecretly with the regent at 
Hampton-Court at the fame tyme: for prooffe wherof the 
duke’s own letter, figned with his hand, to the regent, was’pro- 
duced. . 


«6. After this he was charged, that after he had ptocéeded 
farr in the mariadg, and had fent arid receaved many tokens td 
and from the Scottifh quene, and had made a full determination 
therof; the quene’s majeftie afked hym at Tythfeld, Whyther 
he had.any wife delt in the fayd mariadg, contrary fo his former 
deteftation at Hampton-Court ? He befotight hir majeftie to 
beare with hym for concealing it, it had bene moved to hym, 
but it was not concluded ; and that theruppon her mnajeftie’ bé- 
ing grevooilly offended with hym, charged hym uppon his alle- 
giance that he fhuld never deale furder therein, nor with’ any 
perfon belongyng to the Scottifh quene. Which manner of 
charg, with the words, Uppom his allegiance, the duke had, in his 
confeffion, 6 Noveinber before, in wrytyng. aya, That he. did 
not well remembre that hir majeftie ufed thofe words of alle- 
giance, but trew it was, that hir majeitie was ‘grevooflly offend- 
ed with hym, and that fhe charged hym never to deale any fur- 
der therin ; but at length, being willed to’ femembre hym felf, 
tonfideryng both the quene’s majeftie did well remiembré the 
words, and fo did others to whom he had repeated hir majeftie’s 
fpeche, and after fhe had charged hym, he confeffed that trew 
itwas, that he was charged uppon his allegiance. 


‘ Then was it concluded ageynit hym, that this his fekyng of 
the Scottith quene’s mariadg, whom he had pronounced to be fo 
wycked a woman, and-after he found the quene’s majeftie’s dif- 
plefure for concealing of the motions made therof, and that. he 
had bene charged upon his allegiance not to deale any furder 
therin, and yet did ftill procede, muft nedes convynce liym of 
the purfute to advance and mayntean her title to the prefent pof- 
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feffion of the crown of England, and for the atteyning thepof, 
to practife the deprivation of the quene’s majeftie. 


* And for furder prooff of this intent, he was charged that 
he had alfo fought to obteyn this mariadg by force; and in fo 
doyng, how cold the quene’s majeftie have contynued, when b 
force fhe fhuld be marryed within the realme, that had made 
title to the prefent pot therof.’ 


‘Jt would however be in vain for us to deny, that the duke Was 
ptivy tothe meafures taken for Mary’s efcape, the negociations 
with the pope, Frahee, Spain, and the duke of Alva in the Ne. 
therlands ; that he projeéted marriage with the unfortunate 
Scottifh, queen, or countenanced the northern rebels : all-thefe 
facts we take for granted; yet were they never proved inf 
clear and explicit a manner, as the laws of England and’ the ‘li- 
berty of the fubjeét required. His hand-writing was found ‘to 
none of the papers produced at his trial; nay, Lefly, ‘and 

all the other partifans of, Mary’s faction, pofitively deny thathe 
ever acceded to the fchemes propofed againft Elizabeth’s govern: 
ment and life, or for the eftablifhment of popery, he alwayside, 
claring himfelf a rigid reformift and faithful fubje&. Among 
the other queftions put to the bifhop of Rofs by the privy San 
cil, were the following : 


¢ What devife or conference have you had with any sablenl 


or other perfon of this realm, touchyng the takyng of the 
Tower of London, and the manner how it fhould have: bene 
taken ? 


To which he anfwers in the following manner : nies 
‘ Ridolphi, in the low galery at Arondell-Howfe, in Auguf, 


at that tyme when it was faid that the quene’s majefty had giyen 


fharp words to the duke at Southampton, and that the 

of Arondell and therle of Penbroke were retyred eche to ther 
howfes, difcontentid, {aid unto the lord: Lumley and this. exami, 
hate, when Ligons was prefent, that. if thofe three noblemen 
wold do, as was done in queene Marie’s tyme, which was, com 
to theTower, and charge the lieutenant. to give over the Tower 
to them, as to the chief of ‘the councell, they. might have ther 
treafure, and what fo ever they nedid; and therby have there 
entent of the queene, of eny thing that they wold defire for 
the mariage.’ 


~ Yet was this entered as an article in the duke’ $ impeachment, 
and {pecified as true, in recapitulatipg his crimes previous. t0 
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To the following queries, the bithop’s anfwer is a clear a ace 
quittance of the duke: 


+ What was theffe&t of thofe inftru@tions or debatements 
which the Scots quene fent unto yow in Cyfre, as towchyng 
what cowrfe the fhould now take, likyng better to ax aide of 
Spayne then of France; andof Ridolphie’s jorney, wherof the 
wold the duke of Norfolke’s adyice to be taken and followed? - 

‘ What anfwer did the duke of Norfolke make to yow, whan 
yow fent hym the fame inftru@ions and lettersfrom the quene? 

« What anfwers made the duke of Norfolke to the articles 
fent to hym of the treaty betwixt the quene of Scotts, and the 
lord Burghley, and Sir Walter Myldmay ?” 


‘ Anfwer. Ridolpi movid this examinate to move the duke to 
write letters of credence for Ridolphi ; ; wherunto the duke was 
very loth, fayeng, if his letters written to eny’ ftrange prynce 

wete knowen, he were undone ; and therefor willed this exa= 
minate to fatisfie Ridolphi, if he could. Wherupon Ridolphi 
devifed a forme of three letters in Latin; one to the pope, to- 
ther to the kyng of Spayne, thother to the duke of Alva, all 
rety fhort, not paft three or-four lynes, requiring that the duke 
wold fubfcribe them, and then thei fhould be put in cifre, and 
thoriginall, fubfcribed by the duke, fhould remayn with the 
Spanith ambaflador ; yet that the duke liked not, nor wold not 
fubfcribe them. Then it was devifed that this examinate fhould 
fatisie Ridolphi to cary thofe letters as they were unfubfcribid,: 
ad Barker ghould go to the Spanith ambaflador, as he did with 
this examinate and Ridolphi, to affirme, in the duke’s name, 
that he wold affirme them, as well as if he had fubfcribid them, 
vherwith the Spanith ambaflador was not content, but defired 
that be might fpeake with the duke hym felf, that of his owne 
lnowledge he might fo affirme it to his mafter ; but the duke 
wild:not agree to that: neverthelefs, afterward, Barker, Ri, 
diphi,. and this examinate, the fecond tyme coming, ‘fatisfyed 
thembaftador ; efpecially Ridolphi, fayeng no man could hayg 
he reproche of that mater but he, and he hard the duke fo 
meeifely affirme his contentation and agreament to them, that 
ledurft prefent them on his behalf. 


‘The duke’s anfwer to the inftru€tions was, bicawfe the mater 
mis now in treaty with the qitene’s majefty, it were better to let 
talone 2 while ; but if the Scots quene have nohope in Fraunce, 
wo here, then fhe might do as fhe wold. The duke, this exa- 
mnate faith, was brought to a marvelous ftreight, for either . 

Ne duke muft, by his freendshere in cowrte, procure hir deli- 

ty by treaty, or els procure meanes with other foreyn prynces 
vayde hir, or els declare bym felf a Catholique, that other 
Bb z prynces 
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prynces might like of the mariage, or els to leave hir Fite to hir 
owne election to mary where fhe wold ; for that the pope’s ny. 
cio had promifed hir help, and the rebells in Flanders had moved 


hir to fend Sir Francis Inglefield into Spayne, to procure the 


mariage of Don Jo. d’Auftria: wherupon fhe, by letters, re. 
quired Sir Francis Inglefield fo to do; to the which he made an- 
fwer, that he was the Spanifh kyng’s owne fervaunt’. 2..°; and 
therfor was not the fitteft man fer *that purpofe, requiryng hir 
to fend fome other. ‘Then the lord Seaton was fpoken of, but 


the rebelis chofe rather Leonard Dacres, which did ftay by rea. 


fon that the pope’s nuncio wrote to have Ridolphi to com over, 
which Ridolphi was here as an ambafladour for the pope, whofe 
charge alfo the pope did bere fith he was in prifon here in Eng. 
jand ; and this examinate faw the pope’s letters written ‘to Ri- 
dolphi, wherein he, willed hym, if he were in perill here, he 
fhould,gom over to the duke of Alva, to whom he had alredy 
written for hym, which letters were in Laten, and in cifre, for 
Ridolphi had a cifre betwixt the pope and hym, and the nuncio; 
for Ridolphi, every moneth, fent his pacquet to the nunciovand 
the pope, either by the French ambaffador, or by the Spanifh 
ambafflador, when thei fent theres. 


‘ This examinate had conference with the duke, then. 
new com out of the Tower, what the quene fhould anfwer to 
fuch poynts as was movidto hym, the delivery of caftells , hof- 
tages, the yong Scotts kyng, and the renunciation of the title; 
for this examinate had charge to know all hir fryends myendsin 
thefe poynts, as the-duke, the erle of Arondell, the lord Lum- 
ley, Sir Nicholas Throgemorton ; with thofe he delt by their 
fervaunts, and the lord Montagew by my lord Lumley: the 
duke thought the reft reafonable, favyng he liked not the deli- 
very of hir fon ;.-for he might allwais. be a fcowrge to hir, and 
to be fent into Scotland agaynft hir at all tymes, when im eny 
one little poynt the fhould offend the quene’s majefty. There 
of Arondell and Sir Nicholas Throgmorton fhe fhoutd»not 
be mych preffid- with demand of holdes, for they were more 
coftly: then profitable to Englifhmen ; and therfore they might 
ftand faft therupon: the lord Montagew and the lord Lumley 
liked of them all, as the lord Lomley fent word by Row. And 
as for the delivery of the rebells, they all thought it fhould not 
be mych preflid; bycawfe they were all redy gone away favyng 
the erle of Northumberland, whom -none of them all did like 


that he fhould be deliverid.’ 


- Nothing then could be more clear and explicit, than that Nor- 
folk refufed to hold all communication with foreign powers, 


however he might approve of the fchemes laid by a he 
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Thus we fee him acquitted of two heinous articles of the charge 
by the principal evidence brought againft him ; for as to Baily. 
and his own fecretary, their evidence fluCtuated, juft as fear or. 
hope prevailed. 


In the next day’s examination, which happened on the 31ft of 
O&ober; 1571, it appears, that the duke of Alva had never fe- 
rioufly refolved to affift Mary, or trouble the peace of Elizabeth 
by an invafion, his curiofity alone having Ied him to enquire 
aboyt the fea-ports and Janding-places on the Englith coaft. It 
is true-letters were produced, which were faid to be written by 
the duke of Norfolk to the pope, his catholic majefty, and the 
duke of Alva, promifing all pofiible affiftance for the releafe of 
queen Mary, in cafe of a landing of Spanifh troops; but it was 
never proved, that the duke had authorized thefe letters, which 
were in cypher ; nor-did the bifhop affirm them to be his. To 
own the truth, the imprifonment of Lefly, bifhop of Rofs, feems 
tobe one of the moft arbitrary fteps of a princefs’s reign; who 
had too much pride, fpirit, and arrogance, to fcruple an infrac- 
tion of the laws of nations, where fhe. could fupport it with 
power. The bifhop was at that time acting in quality of am- 
baffador, and under the protection of Elizabeth, who had grant- 
edhim a fafe convoy; and the moft eminent crown-lawyers 
were of opinion, that he could neither be imprifoned or pu- 
nifhed, till he had firft been ordered to depart the kingdom, and 
proved refra&tory to fuch orders. ‘This appears from the quef- 
tions put to the doctors, with refpe& to the privileges of ambaf- 
fadors. (See p. 18. Anfawer to Query 5.) 


To be fhort, all that ever appeared from the duke’s confeffion, 
or from all the evidences brought againft him, and intercepted 
letters, was, that after he had been once pardoned, he held a 
correfpondence with Mary’ s ambaffador, the bifhop, and was 
privy to Ridolphi’s ambafly, though he abfolutely refufed to 
have any fhare in it, to make any pro nifes, or form any engage- 
ments with the adherents of the unhappy queen. Such, at leaft, 
are our fentiments after the moft careful perufal of thefe doca- 
ments, which every one muft allow to be authentic. Even the 
conduct of queen Mary might be juftified, at leatt, with refpe& 
to Elizabeth, from the fame authorities, notwithftanding the 
editor fpeaks of the ‘ very unfavourable light thrown upon: her 
conduct, by the examinations and confeflions’ of the feveral per-.. 
fons whofe examinations appear in this collection. 


Thefe papers concerning the intrigues of Norfolk, Northum- | 
berland, Weftmoreland, &c. &c. form the moft interefting part 


of the prefent compilement, though it contains a variety of 
Bb 3 : other 
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other papers, equally curious and entertaining, which if would 
riot be poffible to fpecify in the limits allowed for ait articlé, 
Perhaps we have already faid too much, as the natare of our 
tafk will not admit of foclofe and critical an examen of the tia: 
terials, as would be neceffary to an hittorian. We fhall there. 
fore clofe our account of this valuable work (one inftance oup 
of feveral that have lately appeared, of the berefit of which will 
accrue to the public from the purchafe of the Harleian and Cot. 
tonian manufcripts) in the words of the fenfible editor. 


‘ The lovers of hiftory, wha have hot patience or leifure té 
g° through thefe voluminous collections of the Materia Hiftorica, 
in which it is difficult to weigh the exaét value of each fingle 
paper, would yet find their account in promoting thé publicas 
tion of them; fince it is from the variety and copioufnefS of 
fach genuine fources, that the lively writer of memoirs (if he is 
not contemporary with the events, which he relates) muft de- 
rive his moft entertaining anecdotes, and the grave hiftorian his 
moft important and authentic fafls, and be enabled to join thé 
fulnefs of information to the ftrength and elegance of compoh. 


tion. Men of genius have feldom application enough for the 


tafk of decyphering bad hands, and turning over the dufty 
heaps of ill-forted papers; who yet may be invited by a good 
type and fair impreffion, to exercife their fagacity upon them, 
and to range them with method, choice, and precifion under the 
juft laws of regular hiftory.’ 





Art. IV. The Hifory of the Roman Emperors from Auguftus to 
Conftantine. By Mr. Crevier, Profefor of Rhetoric, in the Col- 
lege of Beauvais. Tranflated from the French. Vol. VI. Ib 


hiftrated with Maps, Medals, and other Copper-Plates. v0. 


Pr. 5s. Knapton. 


R. Crevier’s Roman Hiftory has been in great repute,om 
account of its elegance and accuracy ; yet we muft own, 
we cannot altogether clofe with the public in their opinion. His 
narration, indeed, is lively, but his reflections are frequent and 
fuperficial. Tacitus is his model, and him he has ftudied and 
copied to a fault. The fame affected brevity of expreffion, 
without its ftrength, appears in the Frenchman as in the Roman, 
and the fame attempt to refinement and fubtlety, without all the 
heceflary powers that conftitute the deep politician. Mr. Cre- 
vier draws his reflections from books and fpeculation ; Tacitus 
drew his from life and ation. Would Tacitus have philof- 
fophized upon the following relation, had he lived in our days? 
I ) « Two 





a . —_— ——s 


ing his eyes with {pittle, and the other, by treading on 
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«Two men of the lower clafs of people, the one almoft blind, 
{lié other lame of one hatid; came to Vefpafian, then at Alex- 
andria, pretending that the god Serapis, who among other at- 
tributes was the god of phyfic with the’'Egyptians, had revealed 
to them that the emperor would cute them ; the one, by anoint- 
| | his hand. 
Vefpafian, averfe to all vain boafting and fabulous ftories, 
lanphed at them firft, and rejected the propofal: but yielding at 
ldit to their entreaties, and urged by flattery, he ordered them 
to be examined by phyfitians. Their report gave him hopes, 
They faid that the organs of fight were not deftroyedin him who 
complained of his eyes; and that the other’s hand was only dif- 
located, and might be fet to right by a ftrong preffure. Tothefe 
dbfervations, which their knowledge in their profeffion furnithed 
them with, they added the court-language, flattery.‘ Perhaps, 
faid they, it is the will of the gods, that the prince fhould be 
ihanifeftly: acknowledged the inftrumeht of their goodnefs to- 
wards mankind. After all, if the cure fails, the fhame will re- 
féét on thofe poor wretches; if it fuecéeds, it will redound to 
the emperor’s glory.’ Vefpafian, ptevailed on by fuch fpeeches, 
and thinking nothing impoffible to his high forttne, with ant 
air of confidence orderéd the fick men to be brought to hims in 
the prefence of a vaft multitude of people invpatiéntly waning 
the event: he performed the operations as preftribed, and the 
fuccefs anfwered : the blind man recovered his fight inftarithy 3 
and the lame the ufé of his hand. Tacitus, to confirm the 
truth of this relation, adds, that the time when he wrote, whick 
was in Trajan’s reign, many who had been witnefles to the deed 
attefted it, though they could have no intereft to affert a falfity. 


‘ One cannot well refufe giving trédit to fuch authority, 
backed by Suetonius and Dion Caffius. But at the farhe time, 
wé ought caréfully to obferve, that thefe diforders which Vefpa- 
fian cured, were not of an incurable nature; and, confequently, 
we are at liberty to think that the healing of them did not éx- 
ceed the power of the demon. It cannot be doubted but that 
the eftablifhment of Chriftianity drove the prince of darknéefs, 


‘whofe empire was thereby deftroyed, to his lait fhifts. He 


therefore ftrove, by doing forme extraordinary things, to rival 
the real miracles wrought by Jefus Chrift, his dpoftles, and 
theit difciples. The affe@ted ufe of fpittle on this ottafion is 
evidently copied from the miraculous cure of the nan born 
blind.’ 

Thefe were faéts, which, if they really happened, - proved no- , 
thing more than the afrful fervile adulation of the court, and 
the weaknéfs of the emperor. ee 

Bb 4 We 

















364 Crevier’s H:fory of the Roman Emperors. 


"We muft add, that the energic concifenefs of Tacitus. ig 
ftrained by our author into points ; his chara“ters are an affem. 
blage of antithefes ; and he feems to have deftroyed the beauty 
of the French language, by forcing it into a mode of expreffion, 
by no means familiar to it. Something of this appears even in 
the tranflation, however unlike the original it may be; but we 
form our opinion on the French, which we perufed fome years 
ago with more fatisfaQion, than it is poffible we fhould this ve 

indifferent verfion. One trivial obje€tion more we fhall mention, 
and then proceed to recite the contents, leaving the reader to 
form his own judgment from the extraéts we fhall make. Mr, 
Crevier has generally given us the modern names of places, but 
not always: certainly he ought to have confined himfelf to one 
or other, and, perhaps, to the ancient names, which he might 
have tranflated in the margin, as by that means we might the 
more eafily compare him with ancient writers, and ufe his work 
to illuftrate the ancjent geography and names, The tranflator 
has not only copied this error, if it beone, but added to it, by 
giving us the French names of men and places ; for inftance, 
Cluverius the geographer, he calls Cluviere; but as this isa. 
point of no great confequence, we fhall avoid being particular, 


Mr. Crevier begins this volume with a lively defcription of 
the ftate of Rome at the acceffion of Vefpafian, a relation of 
the revolt of Clafficus in Gaul, and of Civilis in that part of 
the Netherlands, anciently called Batavia ; he difplays the art- 
ful condué& of Mucian, and firft feeds of Domitian’s charaéter: 
but the moft interefting anecdote in this part of the hiftory is 
the ftory of the Gaul Sabinus, and his wife Epponina. Sabinus 
was an abettor of the revolt of Clafficus: at the head of the 
Langrians he deftroyed every monument of alliance with the 
Romans, whether plates of brafs, or pillars on which the articles 
were engraved, and publicly aflued the name of Cefar. ‘ As 
if that name, fo unjuftly and ignominioufly ufurped, was of . 
courfe to give him all the great qualities of the conqueror-it had 
once belonged to, he prefumptuoufly led a multitude of his 
couatrymen, badly armed, and worfe difciplined, againft the 
Sequani, faithful allies of the Romans. The Sequani accepted 
the battle, and were victorious. Sabinus behaved as poorly in 
his difgrace, as he had prefumptuoufly when in a more flourifhing 
condition. He fled toa houfe in the country, and fet it on fire, 
to make people think he perifhed in it, but, in faé&, he went 
and hid himfelf in fubterraneous caves, where he fpent nine 
years with the famous Epponina his wife.’ 


Our author refumes the ftory in the next book : ¢ Sabinus 
might eafily have fled toGermany ; but was with-held by his “a 
. 0 
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of a young wife; the. moft virtuous and moft accomplifhed of | 
women, whom he could not poflibly leave behind, nor ‘ca 
with him. He had fubterraneous caverns, very deep and fpa- 
cious, in which he concealed his treafures, and of which no per- 
fon whatever, two of his freedmen excepted, had any know- 
ledge. Refolving to conceal himfelf likewife there, he difmiffed’ 
all his attendants, aS if he had intended to poifon himfelf, and 
kept only thofe two freedmen, on whofe inviolable fidelity he 
firmly depended, With their affiftance, he fet fire to his coun- 
try-houfe, to make people think his body was confumed by. 
the flames, and retiring to his cavern, fent one of them to tell 
his wife that he was dead. He knew how much fhe would be 
affiifted, and concluded ‘that the reality of her grief would 
thoroughly convince the world that he was dead. He was not 
miftaken. Epponina, quite frantic and defpairing, gave aloofe 
to her tears and mourning, and would take no fort of fuftenance 
for three days and three nights. Sabinus, being informed of her’ 
fituation, began to fear the confequences for her fake, and pri- 
vately fent her word that he was not dead, but hid in a fafe re. 
treat ; at the fame time begging her to continue her demon- 
ftrations of forrow, to keep up the belief of an error on which 
their mutual fafety depended. 


- 4 Epponina aéted her part perfeétly well: fhe vifited her huf- 
band in the‘night, and appeared again in the day-time, without 

giving the leaft room to fufpect the myftery that was carrying 

on. _ She grew bolder by degrees, was longer abfent, and at laft 

almoft buried herfelf alive with Sabinus : only taking care to 

be feen now and then in thécity. What is more extraordi- 

nary is, that, being with child fhe delivered herfelf in the ca- 

vern, and fuckled two fons in that melancholy abode, one of 
whom died afterwards in Egypt, and the other travelled to 

Greece, and might poffibly be ftill alive when Plutarch wrote. 

Epponina fpent nine years in that dark retreat, one interval of 
feven months only excepted, during which fome hopes of par- 

don having been given her, the carried her hufband to Rome, fo 
difguifed that it was impofible he fhould be known ; after which, . 
finding her expeétations fruftrated, fhe conducted him back to 

his cavern, 


« At laft Sabinus was difcovered, and taken with his wife and. 
children. They were all carried prifoners to Rome, and brought 
before the emperor; on which occafion Epponina again be- 
haved with a courage fuitable to her name, which in the Celtic 
language fignified Heroine. She fpoke with firmnefs to Vefpa- 
fian, tried to move his pity, and prefenting him her Ta ; 

we Dassicg Os. | ‘ Cefar, 
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‘ Cafar, faid fhe, I have brought forth thefe melaticholy friits 
of our difgrace, ahd have fuckled aid rearéd them wp in all thé 
horfors of darknefs, to have a gréatér number of sn to 
implore yout merty.” Vefpafian could not refrain frori- tears, 
theugh he condemned Sabinus and Eppohiia to die; {paring only 
théir childrén: A miftaken reafon of ftate, and the Reman max- 
ims of policy,always hard and cruel towards foreigners, prevented 
his givirig way to fuch moving intréaties, or éveh to his 6Wn in- 
clination to cleniency. Epponina, driven to defpair, kept no 
longer any bounds, but audatioufly infulting the prince thé 
ould not move, upbraided herfelf for having ftooped fo low as 
to beg for life, atidtold him, that fhe had livéd with more fatif- 
faftion in all the datknefs of a grave, than he upon the throne: 
The death of this heroic woman filled all Rofrié with deep con- 
eérn ; and Plutarch imputes the extinétion of Vefpafian’s family, 
which ended in his two fons, to thé vengeance of thé gods for 
that deed,’ 


Aftér 4 defctiption of Vefpafian’s reception in Rome, and a 
fketch of his character, our author relates; in a very mafterly 
maniiér, the origin of the Jewifh war, the revolts againft the 
Romans, and the civil diffentions among that deluded people. 
As this is a moft important event, the readér will not be dif- 
pleafed with the following extra&t, which fets the miferable dif- 
tracted condition of Judea, before the Jewith war, in the moft 
ftriking view. | 

* The ruin of the Jews (fays our author) is in itfelf a very 
interefting event, but infinitely more fo, when cotfidered as 
connected with religion. A bloody war, in which party-rage 
confpirés with foreign arms, to défttoy the nation ; or rather 
forces a mild and merciful enemy, who wanted to favé the con- 
quered, in {pite of his humane difpofition, to deftroy them ; 
an aficient and famous people, who, from their cotintry, ds 
frori a céntre, had fpread thetnfelves over evéry part of the 
known world; finitten with the moft dreadful calamities ever 
recorded in hiftory ; a great and lofty city devoured by flames, 
and eléven hundred thoufand inhabitants buried under its ruins ; 
a temple, the wonder of the world, and the objeét of the vene- 
ration even.of thofe who followed a different worfhip, fo en- 
tirely demolifhed that not one ftone was left upon, another ; are 
furely fuch events as, if they were only meerly human, could 
not but highly intereft every one. How much more regard 
ought We fo pay to them, when confidered-as one of the ftrongeft 
proofs of the truth of our holy religion? When we reflect, that 
they were foretold by Jefas Chrift forty years before they, Hap- 
petied, at a time when nothing feemetl to portend any fuch 
= event : 
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event ; that the difperfion of fhe Jewitt peoplé, and the ruin 
of thé temple, forma part of the Gofpel-fyftem, by méaris of 
which the knowledge of the true God was no longer to be ¢on- 
finéd to'ohe nition orily, nor his worfhip attathed to any oné 
particular place ; in fhort, that thefe difafters, the gréateh that 
can pofiibly be conceived, are the revenge which God took for 
' the greafeft crime that ever was perpetrated upon the face of 
the eatth, ‘the cruel and ignominious déath of his fon, 

« It has pleafed Providence that fo important a piece of hiftory 
fhould be tranfinitted down to us, by one who was an eye-wit- 
nefs, and had himfelf a great fhare in the principal events; 2 
' witnefs no. ways fufpeéted of favouring Chriftianity, who faw 
the marks of divine vengeance fall upon his unhappy country, 
as he often fays in the courfe of his work, but was ignorant of 
what ogcafioned it. Jofephus was far from thinking. that. the 
Jéws bad drawn down the indignation of.the Almighty upon 
themfelves, by rejecting and crucifying the Meffias promifed to 
their fathefs ; as appears by his, as fawningly as impionfly; .ap2 
plying to the enemies and: deftroyers of his nation, the faeréd 
oracles by which a deliverer was promifed them. 


‘ He has treated his fubjeét very fully, being ferupulonfly 
careful not to omit any one circumitance, as his defign and fole 
intent was to conyey the fulleit and moft ample inftrudtion, not 
only to his contemporaries, but likéwife to pofterity. ; The ge= 
nerality of readers as well as the more learned, are well ac- 
quainted with thofe events, by the tranflation of Jofephus, 
which is in every body’s hands: but what was the Jewith hilto- 
rian’s fole objeét in that work; is but a fmall part of that which. 
I have undertaken, I am confequently under a néceflity of 
abridging my narrative, fo far as 1 can, without omitting any 
thing that effentially charaCterifes the chief actors, and efpe- 
cially thofe on whom the hand of the Alinighty is moft vifibl 

imprinted in this great event. . 


‘ The Jews were at this time more attached than théy: had 
ever beci before, to the religion of their forefathers j though it 
muft be owned that their intercourfe with ftrangers, and the 
ftudy of the Greek philofophy, had cotrupted the minds of 
fome among them. Epicurifm, fo contrary to the principles 
even of natural religion, had gained ground among them, and 
given rife to the fect of the Sadducees. But that feét, tho’ followed 
by the chief of their priefts, was far from being numerous. 
The greateft part of the nation feemed, in confequence of its 
mixture witli,idolaters, to.be more than ever zealous for purity 
of worfhip. ‘The Pharifees, who affeéted a great thew of feve-. 
rity, iwayed the people, who would hear noe elfe; and who, 

anges : under 
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under their authority, had received and admitted feveral ceremo. 
nious obfervances, which, being added to the law, widened ftill 
more the breach between the Jews and the Gentiles, Thence 
enfued numerous feditions, either againft their kings, when they 
were thought to favour the Romancuftoms too much, or againft 
the Romans themftlves. I before gave a particular account of 
that which the affair of Caligula’s ttatue occafioned, by which 
the nation was on the brink of ruin. So ftrong and ardent was 
the zeal of the Jews, that they would not fuffer the images of 
the Czfars, worfhipped every where elfe, even to be brought 
into their country ; and the Roman magifttates and generals 
humoured them therein. Jofephus fays, that when Vitellius, 
governor of Syria, was preparing to crofs Judea with his army, 
to make war againft Aratas, king of the Arabians; the chief of 
the Jews went out to meet him, and reprefented to. him, that 
the colours of his legions were loaded with images which by 
their law were not allowed to be feen in their country. 
Vitellius received them favourably, granted their requeft, and, 
fending his army round another way, went himfelf to Jerufalem 
with only a few friends. 


« Another motive of rebellion with the Jews was their mif- 
underftanding, and in confequence thereof mifinterpreting, the 
oracles relating to the Meffias. ‘They knew that the times indi- 
cated by the prophets were paft: and their paflions not having 
fuffered them to acknowledge a Saviour who delivered them 
from the bondage of fin only, and not from the Roman yoke, 
they were always ready to liften to every impoftor that flattered 
them with hopes of liberty, and dominion over their enemies. 
Accordingly, Jofephus’s hiitory of the time I am now fpeaking 
of, is full of attempts of numbers of impoftors of every kind, 
to make themfelves kings, or at leaft to fhake off the foreign 
yoke. Often did they lead vaft multitudes to the deferts, by 
promifing them wonderful things. One of thefe troops was no 
fooner difperfed, than another arofe, headed by fome new feducer. 
Judas the Galilean, mentioned in the atts of the apoftles, was 
the man whofe faction prevailed longeft, and made moft hoife. 


« He was a man of parts, eloquent, ftrongly attached to the 
doétrine of the Pharifees, which he carried to extremes, and to 
which he added a love of liberty bordering on fanaticifm. When 
Judea was reduced into a Roman province, after the death of 
Archelaus, Quirinius going thither by Auguftus’s command, to 
number the people and take an account of their poffeffions ; 
Judas, feconded by another Pharifee called Sadoc, publicly rofe 
up to oppofe a cuftom which he called tyrannical. He pretended 
that the declarations to which they were to be fubjected, Tan 
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faét a real flavery ; and under that’ pretence he urged: the Jews 
‘to’ revolt, “telling them they had no other loftd.or matter than. 
God only. His feditious clamours were‘ineffe€tual at firft,' the 
few that followed him being foon obliged ‘to difperfe and fly : 
but he left profelytés, who’ maintained his favourite.tenet fo 
obftinarely, that they chofe. rather to fuffer the févereft punith. 
ments and moft cruel’ deaths, than to call any mortal man by 
‘the name of lord and: mafter. The proud maxims of thefe 
‘madmen infeéted. by degrees the minds of the people, and fowed 
among them ‘the feeds of rebellion, which, after caufing feveral 
flight difturbances, broke out at lait fo violently, on account 
of the odious vexations and great injuftices of the intendant 
Gabius Florus, that nothing Jlefs than the total ruin of the na- 
tion was able to quench the ‘flame. 


‘ Florus was fent to govern Judea in theeleventh ' year of Nero’s 
reign, having obtained that poft by means of his wife, who was 
a friend of Poppea’s.. He found the country in fuch a fituation 
as would have aiforded a wife, active, and honett governor, a 
fine field to difplay his talents and virtues in; but which, to 
Florus, feemed only to offer a fairer opportunity to plunderand 
enrich himifelf. Every one of the feducers that had rifen fince 
Judea obeyed the Romans, had done more or lefs mifchief to: the: 
Jews. °Though they had not fucceeded, their factions had not 
been fo thoroughly rooted oat, but that many of their.followers 
{till remained: and as Judea is a-mountainous'country, and bor- 
ders on vait deferts, fuch as had efcaped the Roman fword, ea- 
fily found afylums and fafe retreats, from whence they. made 
horrid ‘incurfions,.and defolated the country ‘roynd abouty 
Thefe feditious troops all agreed in their ftri& adherence to the 
maxims of Judas.the Galilean. . All concealed their real motives 
of rage, under the {pecious pretence of ardent zeal for the de- 
fence of their country’s liberty ;. boafting’ that God had raifed 
them up, to wipe off the ftain of their nation’s fubje&tion to a 
foreign power, and threatening to put to death whoever re- 
mained fubmiffive to the Romans. Every friend to peace was 
confequently an enemy to thefe furious wretches, who plunder- 
ed their houfes, murdered them, burnt whole villages, and, 
over-running every part.of Judea, dealt horror and deftruétion 


round them. 


‘ Some of the moft daring of thefe robbers, leaving thedn: 
troops behind them, ventured to Jerufalem, in hopes of kiad- 
ling the flames of fedition, and deftroying fuch as were inclined 
to peace and obedience. Not being ftrong enough to attack, 
them openly, they murdered and affaffinated them daily, not’ 


{paring even fuch as took fhelter in the temple. To this end, 
a they 
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they were provided with a fhort weapon, which they hid undet 
their garments, and, mixing with the crowd on high. days and 
feftiyals, fuddenly ftabbed whoever had the misfortune to be 
fufpected by them; and then, pretending to be aftonifhed and 
amazed, joined the other fpectators in their exclamations and 
complaints; by.which meags they, efcaped unnoticed... Their 
firft victim was Jonathas, who had beens high-prieft ; befides 
hi; they killed feveral other citizens of diftin&tion ;_ and mur- 
ders of this kind became fo frequent, that every one was in con- 
tinual fear and apprehenfion : it was ceo gers to ventufe out, 
even into the ftreets. . 


‘ Florus’s predeceffor, Albinus, had encouraged the auda- 
cioufnefs of thefe wretches, by fuffering their crimes to pafs 
unpunifhed. Bafely and moft fhamefully covetous, he fold the 
public fafety for money. Such as were arrefted and putin prifon — 
for their crimes, were fure to be releafed if they. took care to 
make him proper prefents ; and none were found guilty, buf | 
thofe who had nothing to give. The factious purchafed with 
money leave to do whatever they pleafed ; and his officers; imi- 
tating his example, exaéted from the lower clafs thofe contribu- 
tions which richer men paid to the governor. By this means 
feveral bands of .robbers were formed, each of which had its fe- 
parate commander, and committed all manner of yiolences with 
impunity. ‘The peaceful citizens fell a prey to them, and durft 
not even venture to complain when they were robbed and plun- 
dered, becaufe they knew they could not have juftice done them: 
if fpared, they thought themfelves happy; and the fear of im- 
pending danger forced them to truckle to wretches, worthy of 
the fevereft punifhments. 


‘ Florus, who fucceeded Albinus, made his predeceffor be 
regretted. Albinus acted mare flyly, and feemed fufceptible of 
fome degree of thame: but Florus gloried openly in_his injuf- 
tice, rapine, and cruelty, and behaved towards the Jews like an 
executioner fent to butcher them. Void of all fenfe of thame 
and pity, he knew not what it was to compaffionate another’s 
fufferings, nor ever blufhed at the moft thameful deeds. As 
cunning as he was audacious, he excelled in the moft deteftable 
art of blackening and mifreprefenting the ftrongeft evidences of 
right and juftice. To rob particular perfons was a trifle with 
him; he plundered and laid wafte whole cities and countries at 
one ftroke. Evéry one faw plainly that he kept up an intelli- 
gence with’ the robbers : nay, he even publifhed, with found 
of trumpet, a general permiffion to rob and kill, provided he 
had his fhare of the booty. So tyrannical a government forced 


the inhabitants to defert the country; and numbers of. families 
@ccord- 
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accordingly abandoned their dwellings and poffefitons, to feck 
peace and fafety among other nations. 


©The Jews. liad ftilla refource. left in the. goxerpor of Syria, 
Ceftiys Gallus, who, befides the ciyjl admipiffration of that 
country, had likewife had the command of the legions therg, 
ever fince Corbulo put an end to the Parthian war ;. and the in- 
tendant of Judea was accountable to him; but pone were hold 
enough to go to Antioch, where he generally r fit to lay 
their complaints before him. The Jews waited 

to Jerufglem. In faét, he came thither at the time oe the pat . 
fover, in the year of Chrift fixty-fix, being the twelfth of Nero’s 
reign. Three millions of Jews crowded ahout bim,. befeeching 
him to pity their wretched country, and do them juitice againdt 
Florus, to whom all their misfortunes were owing. Ceitius ap- 
peafed the multitude by fair promifes, but applied no effeual 
remedy to their ills: and when he returned to. Antioch, Florus 
attended him as far as Czfarea, and took that opportunity arte 
fully to reprefent things as he thought proper, ant turn to oor 
to. his own advantage,’ 


He next recites the intrigues carried on by Florus to excite 
a war, the anly methed by which he could poflibly conceal his 
own mifconduat. He fomented feditions, and then punifhed the 
perfons engaged in’ them with fuch feverity, as couldnot fail of 
ftirring up an open revolt and deteftation of the Roman yoke. 
At laf a war is kindled; Velpafian carries it on with great fuc- 
cefs, and then commits it to his fon Titus, who Jays fiege to Je- 
rufalem. Whatever merit our author may have in the relation 
of this fiege, it is infinitely lefs pathetic than the defcription of 
Jofephus, who writes on this occafian withall the fenfibility and 
feeling of a fufferer. Whoever, therefore, has perufed the Jewith 
hiftorian, will receive lefs fatisfaftion from the narrative of our 
author, though explicit and minute enough. Some circum- 
ftances are fo extremely affecting, that it is not poflible to relate 
them without touching the heart. Of this the following 1 1s am 
inftance : 


* Every paflage to the city niin ftapped, hinting, and all its 
dreadful concomitants, raged with redoubled fury within Jeru- 
falem. The roofs of the houfes were cayered with babes ex- 
piting at their dying mothers breafts : the fireets. were filled 
with bodies of old men ftatved to death. :Such as had youth 
and vigour on their fide ftill mnde a fhift to crawl about, look- 
ing more-like ghofts than men, ’till they dropped down ‘thro’ 
hunger, weaknefs, and want ; a mournful) filenée’* reigned 
throughout ‘the city : no cries, no groans were heard; famine 
was all they felt, and every forrow feemed abforbed in that. 
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The fate of thofe that died firft was envied by their wretched 
furvivors, who out-lived them only to endure more woes, and 
who looked upon death as their greateft bleffing. Many, in the 
defpair to which they were driven, applied to the foldiers, be- 
feeching, as‘a favour, that they would killthem. But thofe 
‘barbarians, who would often take an inhuman pleafure in butch- 
ering fuch as weré already dying, refufed their deadly help when 
begged to’ end a miferable life. The pride and infolence of 


thofe triumphant wretches, aggravated the grief and forrows of — 


the dying, whofe expiring eyes were turned towards the temple, 
as if to implore the juftice ‘of the Being worfhipped there. Few 
of the dead would even have been buried, had that care been 
left to their'relations only, they being too much taken up with 
their own fufferings to think of any thingelfe. However, as it 
was neceffary to remove fuch melancholy and odious objeéts, the 
tyrants at firft hired people, whom they paid out of the public 
money, to perform that office. But foon growing tired of that 
expence, they ordered the dead bodies to he thrown down the 
precipices without the city. Titus going to take a view of the 
place, faw thofe heaps of dead rotting together; at which he 
was fo ftruck, that, lifting up his hands towards heaven, -he 


took God to witnefs, that he was not the caufe of all thofe evils.’ 


By this time. the factious too began to feel the effeéts of 
want, of which they were the more fenfible by a comparifon of 
their difmal fituation with the plenty which the Romans enjoy- 
ed. The latter purpofely made a thew of it in the fight of the 
Jews, fpreading their tables, which were pientifully ferved,  be- 
fore the city walls. The audacioufnefs of thofe frantic wretches 
began at length to be fo far tamed by their fufferings, as to 
make them fear the enemy ; but at the fame time their rage 
and fury was vented with greater violence than ever againit their 
fellow-citizens, who were unable to refiit them.’ 


We have the moft amiable picture of Titus, both during the 
reign of his father and after his own acceflion to the throne, to 
which the character of Domitian, the fucceeding prince, forms 
the ftrongeft contraft. It would be unneceflary, however, to 
dwell upon a period of hiftory, fo well known to every one the 
leaft tin@tured with education. We fhall therefore conclude the 
article with obferving, that Mr. Crevier,; abftraGting from the 
blemifhes we have mentioned, feems poffeffed of learning, ge-' 
nius, and all the requifite talents of an hittorian, his greateft 
fault confifting, in our opinion, ‘in an ill-jadged imitation. 

It may be proper to fubjoin, that Agricola’s expedition to 
Britain is almoft a verbal tranflation from Tacitus : and that Mr. 
‘ Crevier has judicioufly reftored the genuine text of that hifto- 
rian in feveral places, vitiated by the prefumption of taftelefs 
commentators. ART. 
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Art. V. 4 Treatife of Hufbandry on the Improvement of Dry and 
Barren Lands. Sheewing, I. The many Advantages which would. 
arife to the Nation in general, by deftroying of Warrens, and con-. 
werting the Lands into Tillage, Pafture, Fe. LI. Pointing out new 
and cheap Methods to make growing Fences upon the moft barren. 
Soils, and bow to till and manure the fame at a low Expence. Ill, 
How to prepare the Land, and raife upon it various Sorts of Plants, 
to produce both Poles andTimber. By Thomas Hitt, Author of 
a Treatife on Fruit-Trees. 8vo. Pr. 2s.6é. Richardfon. 


E have feen of late fo many rational treatifes upon the 

fubjeét of hufbandry, that we are in hopes this long- 
neglected point of national intereft, will, in time, be duly re- 
garded, and the farmer, at length, driven out of that hack- 
neyed path, marked out by his forefathers. Even the learn- 
ed, both in France and England, have condefcended to’ 
apply the refult of their refearches, in natural philofophy,’ 
to the benefit of the hufbandman ; and, indeed, it is from 
the learned that we are to exped& the jufteft rules for culti-' 
vating the foil, and raifing the fruits of the earth, by enrich- 
ing and improving it. We are not, however, to defpife the 
labours of thofe, who, to ftrong natural talents for obfervation, 
join experience. Chemiftry, it is true, points out the eafieft 
methods of purfuing fuch enquiries; but as the principles of 
this art are not only attainable by good fenfe, but founded on 
obfervation, we are not always to prefer fcientific elegance 
tothe more plain and artlefs endeavours of the judicious un- 
learned countryman. Often have we been aitonifhed at the 
fhrewdnefs of remark, and clearnefs of conception in a ruftic, 
on fubje&ts which would feem greatly to exceed the {phere of his 
capacity ; and often have we feen learning put out of counte- 
nance by the fuperiority of mere uninformed wntutored intel- 
ké&. This much will ferve for an apology to thofe of our rea- 
ders, who may poffibly think we ought to difinifs this homely 
teatife with a general chara¢ter, in a few lines. 


Mr. Hitt propofes to raife the value of lands, and encreafe 
the number of Jabourers, two points of the utmoft importance 
to the national ftrength. He gives an eftimate of the quantity 
of warren land in Engiand, the value of fuch land laid under 
ubbits, and what it would produce were it managed to the beft: 
dvantage, either by improving the foil into arable, planting“it 
nth wood, er rendering it fit for pafture ; the diiferent methods» 
bt which he lays down according to the nature of the. foil, trom | 
ilong courfe of experience. He fhews the expence of plant-. 
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ing, and the profits which muit accrue from thence to the lan 
Jord, in lands unfit for pafture or tillage. He acknowledges 
that he never had the whole care of planting, or making other 
improvements upon warren lands; ‘ but in the time of my ap- 
prenticefhip, (fays he) at Belvoire-cattle, his grace the duke of 
Rutland caufed part of one to be deftroyed, and there are now 
growing upon it firs and oaks of forty feet in heighth, and many 
of them a fvot in diameter, though not forty years of age ; for 
the oaks were fowed in the autumn 1724, and the greateft part of 
the firs are but two years old. In that part of the land where 
the oaks profper moft, it is not fo loofe a fand as the generality 
of warrens are ; but the other part is very dry foil mixt with 
{mall red ftones, though there is not a ftrong rock near the 
furface. 


‘ The firs grow extremely well upon the laft mentioned foil, 
and the oaks there are more than thirty feet high; and whoever 
obferves thofe trees, muft be convinced that the like might be 
raifed upon other warren lands, for this was a place where rab- 
bits actually made their burrows.’ 


Mr. Hitt has known other warrens actually converted into 
corn fields, by burning or manuring, where the foil had the mof 
unpromifing afpeé&t. In a word, he oppofes with all his might 
the pernicious practice of large warrens, and demonftrates, by 
fair and obvious deduétion, the poffibility of converting fuch 
lands to a greater national and private advantage. 


_ After a general view of the work, and a good deal of fenfible 
reafoning, founded on praétical obfervations, given in the intro- 
duction, our author proceeds to the various methods of dividing 
and enclofing barren lands, and of fencing at the cheapeft rate. 
He alfo propofes certain means of preparing barren foils before 
the planting of young hedges, by which he affirms they will 
grow as luxurioufly as on foils naturally the moft fertile ; but 
thefe means we muft fubmit to the judgment of the reader, 
as we profefs ourfelves not fufficiently converfant with the 
fubjec&t of agriculture to pafs a verdi&t. We muft however ob- 
ferve, that all our author’s admonitions feem rational, fourided 
upon clofe obfervation and long praétice, and calculated tothe 
meaneft capacity. The following method of treating young 
grafs is new to us, and may prove fo to fome of our lefs-expe- 
rienced readers. 7 ) 


‘ There ought to be great care taken of young grafs, efpe- 
cially the firft winter and fpring, or elfe a profperous crop may 
be deftroyed; for their roots are but weak, and liable to be 
drawed out of the ground by theep or horfes feeding upon them 
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in the winter, and fpring; I have obferved.the moft prejudice 
done to them immediately after a deep froft ; for-this reafon all 
cattle fhould be kept from them at fuch times ; and‘all young 

raffes that are intended to make paftures for years to come, or 
others that are defigned for mowing, fhould:not haye ‘a’ horfe 
feed upon them later than October, nor earlier than May, ‘ade 
mit they are eat in fummer. Cinquefoil, of : all ages, fhould be 
preferved from horfes in like manner, till after it be mowed 
and if it was poffible to keep all kinds of cattle off the young 
grafs defigned for pafturage from November ’till ‘April, it would 
be the ftronger for it; but moft people are defirous to give their 
fheep grafs when it is in their power, and are apt to put too 
many on at a time, which foon eats a tract of land very bare ; 
therefore I would advife there fhould never be-more theep in’ the 
winter upon young grafs, than half the number of the acres the 
field contains ; that is, one upon two acres. 


‘ Where dung can be had, a thin covering laid upon ‘young 
rafs in November or December, will be of great advantage ; 
or if ftrong clay can be met with near, I would advife to'lay ten 
or twelve loads upon each acre; the various forts of weather in 
the winter will make it tender ; and whenever the clods are ob- 
ferved to crack, a large thorn-bufh fhould be dragged with a 
horfe, all over the ground in a dry day ; or, for want of a large 
bufh, {mall ones may be ufed, by fixing them: ina harrow; Batty 


°rre ree 


feak, or hurdle. rigor 


‘ The black earth from bogs, called eet, « or emmeny may ha 
wed in like manner asrclay; the froft will have the fame effect 
on it ; but the afhes made from it would be of much. greater. 
fervice ; when the land is made fine by harrowing, it fhould be 
tolled two or three times in the fpring ; after the ftrong, frofts 
are over, this will greatly. ftrengthen the roots, 


‘ This fort of land is very fuhje& to produce from eR, sin 
ther furz, broom, or heath; all of them are very prejudicial to. 
grafs, therefore it is beit to dren them by hand the firft winter ; 
they will come up beft when the groynd is moift, and dir edtly 
after the breaking of a froft; at this age they need not any in- 
frument to be fixed in the ground: but if they are two or three 
years old, they cannot be taken up without a fpade, or forme 
ather tool to Joofen the ground, and by that, other feeds are 
brought up to the furface, and produces plants, and many times 
part of the roots are left in and does the like. 


* There is frequently upon dry lands a large kind of thiftle, 


which comes plentifully from feed ; it is beft to draw it up the 
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firft winter, otherwife it will fpread to a great extent, and de. 
ftroy much of the young grafs. 


_© If the common fort of thiftle, or any other weeds, grow 
amongtft the young grafs which is made pafture of, they may be 
deftroyed by mowing two or times in a fummer. 


 ¢ If any of the former weeds grow among the faintfoine, or 
clover, intended to be mowed, they ought to be cut out with 
hooks, or knives, that will weaken the roots, and render the 
fodder better than if they were fuffered to live till it was 
mowed.’ 


In the third part of his performance, Mr. Hitt points out the 
proper methods of raifing wood for timber and poles, upon bar. 
ren lands, by fowing it with corn, which he thinks the cheapeft 
method of preparing the foil. The feeds are fown with the 
corn in fpring, and thofe he has propagated to the beft advan- 
tage are the oak, Spanifh chefnut, afh, maple, and holly. His 
direétions here are full and explicit; but we thall pafs them 
over to recite his inftructions, with refpe& to raifing wood on 
barren lands, that cannot be plowed, .on account of the fhal- 
lownefs of the foil androckynefs of the furface. Experience has 
taught him, ‘ that many kinds of trees will grow in fuch places 
if there be earth enough to cover their roots at the time of plant- 
ing ; for as they extend their roots they find cavities in the rock, 
and make entrance.’ It may be agreeable to our readers poffeffed 
of fuch ufelefs barren fpots, to perufe his fentiments on this 
fubject. 


* Iwill recommend (fays he) fuch trees as I have obferved ta 
grow tolerably well in the like fituations, even fome that are fea- 
marks, 

‘ The filver fir; I know one growing almott fingle, having 
only two or three low ones about it, upon a very high hill, 
where it is fully expofed to all winds, from fouth-weit to north- 
eaft ; it preferves i its leading branch, though it does not advance 
fo much in height as others that I have feen in lower fituations. 


¢ The fpruce and Scotch firs will grow, but the latter is more 
fubje& to lofe its head than either of the others, and does not 
make fo valuable wood when cut up for ufe. 


»¢ The larches and hollies I have feen grow tolerably well ; 
the fycamore, birch, beach, afh, and oak, the fame, where 
great numbers were together. 


‘ When a gentleman thinks of covering fuch unprofitable 
lands with trees, he generally choofes to have it planted that 


he may early fee the improvement ; but there would be _ 
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moft certainty of fuccefs.from fowirg feed of the forementioned 
plants in a promifcuous manner, after the land was prepared 


for their reception. » | oF 

‘ This fort of iand generally has an uneven furface, the higheft 
parts being not-any thing elfe but large bodies of ftone;, with 
fhort mofs growing upon them; and on the other parts of the 
furface' there is fomeearthowith heath, broom, ferns or long 
mofs, growing upon it ; thefe loweft parts are the propereit for 
trees to grow in, but it muft be made.cleam before either fow- 
ing or planting, or otherwife the plants: would be fmothered, 
nay, there would be a difficulty of getting earth; for 1 have 
known where it was not any deeper than four or five inches-in 
the beft parts, and was full of the forts of roots as I have mens 
tioned lately. lis 

‘ The way to clean it is to take up what is there growitig, and 
lay it in heaps in the places that are propereft for planting ; and 
if it be only grafs and long mols it will rot in one fummer, ‘by 
being turned over three or four times in dry weather ; but if 
there be ftrong ftems and roots of heath or broom, it will be 
beft to--burn it in littl heaps, one at every place where a tree 
is intended; this will deftroy both root and branch, and like- 
wife many feeds, and make richer foil than if they only lay ith 
rotten... There cannot be any certain diftance betwixt each 
tree, for they muft be only-where there is earth for them} but 
if they could be within a yard’of each other it would. ‘be-better 
than if further apart. If the feeds be fowed after the combuf 
tibles were either rotted or burnt, the hills where they wete 
fhould be firft fpread about in thofe places only where there is 
fome foil, for they will not be of any fervice where there is not’ 
any thing but ftone: this work may be done“in open weather’ 
from November “till March; 'the fir and birch feeds may be: 
thrown upon the ground ‘without the trouble'f covering thems: 
for the froft and rains will give them poffeffion; the others that 
are larger fhould have holes made for them indepth propors’ 
fionable to their fize; but for an acorn which is largeft, they: 
heed not to be above three inches ; they will grow as well ‘at 

Hone inch’ deep, but will be more liable to deftruction: by mice: 
and rooks ; as the feeds are not very coftly, put in half a dozen’ 
where one tree is defired, for it is eafy to thin them when too 
many ; and amongit the others that I have mentioned, there may, 

- be fome of the common elder, which will grow freely, and help. - 
to fhelrer them that make more valuable trees: and likewife 
white-thorn, - but the feeds of it and the ath Ought to have been 
kept in earth ayear before, and likewife the holly and yew.” 
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In the fame manner he purfues his direétions for planting 
among ftones, obferving, that plants intended for mountaing 
and rocks ought to be fhort and ftiff. He likewife recommends 
fuch plants to be moved for one yéar, aftet they are taken out 
of the nurfery, into tolerably good land, near the place they 
are deftined for, ‘to inure them to the climate, and recover the 
roots, which may have fuffered by carriage.. Thefe are the con. 
tehts of the volume before us, which, we believe, will. -be read 
with fatisfaGtion ‘by:all who prefer fenfe to elegance, and a ju; 
dicious practical treatife to the moft ingenious theory, and {pe- 
cious conjeftare. We are forry however to add, that .Mr. Hitt 
is guilty of numberlefs repetitions, and a flatnef$ and prolixity 
of ftile, that greatly diminifh the pleafure of the reader. Out 
of regard to the utility of the defign, we even pafled over falfe 
grammar, and a variety of errors in point of language, which 

ethaps deferve cenfure ; becaufe the author could fo tafily have 
to the prels, to any gentleman the leaft acquainted with polite 
learning. 
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Arr. VI. A Difeourfe on the Nature, Caufes, and Cure of Core 
pulency. Illuftrated by aremarkable Cafe, read before the Royal So- 
ciety, November.1757 ; and now, firft publifoed, by Malcolm 
.Flemyng, Jf, D. vo. Pr. 1s. Davis and Reymers. 


S few countries on earth produce more corpulent perfons 
than England, perhaps in confequence of the luxury’ and 
indolence introduced by wealth, every attempt to remove an in- 
convenient habit of body, which may be termed a difeafe, me- 
rits our regard. The author of this performance had fome 
years ago formed a refolution of writing a complete treatife, 
both theoretical and praétical, on this fubjeét ; but the peculiar 
circumftances of his fituation preventing the profecution of that 
laudable defign, he here prefents the, public with the out-lines 
of his plan, and fome arguments relative to the method of cure, 
deduced from an extraordinary cafe, which fell within his obfer- 
vation. : 
The doétor’s opinion of the natura, feat, and efficient caufes 


of corpulency, will appear from the following fummary, which 
we fhall give if his own words : 


« Corpulency being an accumulation of too great a quantity 
of fat, or animal oil in the veficles of the membrana ceilulofa, 


wherever they are large enough to admit oily particles, it 7 
cauf 
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aufed either by the introduétion of too much oil into the habit, 
through the channels of nourifhment, whereby there is fo much 
the greatér chance of its being retained in too great a quantity 
—or by the over-laxity, or perhaps original over-largenefs of 
the cells, in which it is repofited, difpofing them to admit, and 
retain an over-proportion of it—Or by fuch a crafis or tempe- 
rament of the blood, as renders it liable to part too eafily with 
its oily particles, and let them be itrained-off in too great plenty 
by the fecretory vefiels—Or laftly, by a deficient evacuation or 
expulfion of oil already taken in and feparated from the blood, 
and laid up in its cells through the outlets of the body.’ 


By one or more of thefe caufes, or by an affemblage of all, 
and {carce by any other, can corpulency, he thinks, be produced 
and eftablifhed. 


Next.he proceeds-to the method of cure proper in each of the 
above fituations, recommending moderate meals, lean and.plain 
diet, vegetable rather than animal food; fharp, thin, and old 
wines, in preference to malt liquors ; acids, if taken in modes 
ration, and vinegar in particular, but with great caution. This 
regimen more particularly regards that accumulation of fat and 
animal oil, contracted without any predifpofing natural caufe, 
and arifing folely from indolence and high-feeding. 


When corpulency is produced by a flabby relaxed ftate of the 
membranous texture, in the cells of which the fat is colleéed, 
the correfpondent indication of eure is to ftrengthen that tex- 
ture, firft by diminifhing the quantity of oil already accumu- 
lated, and then reftoring the membrane to its original tone and 
elafticity. To anfwer the former purpofe, the regimen already 
recited will be neceffary ; and to effect the latter, cold bathing 
(diet and exercife being fuppofed) is recommended. To excite 
the action of the folids in general, and the author might. have 
added, to encreafe perfpiration, by which the quantity of fat is 
greatly diminifhed, friction, or dry-rubbing the furface. of the 
body is highly commended ; an exercife the more neceflary to 
extreme corpulent perfons, as they are deprived of the effectual 
ufe of every other. 


To remedy that fpecies of corpulency confequent on a defec- 
tive evacuation, by the outlets of the body, of the fat already 
collected, the patient is to ufe fuch a diet and manner of living 
as may prevent coftivenefs. He is alfo to ufe mild cathartics 
with moderation, prefering aloetic medicines to the ufe of ‘rhu- 
barb, though we are of opinion, he might have mentioned fe- 
veral other purgative medicines, preferable to either. The next 
evacuation, mentioned ‘by our author, is fweat, which ought 

Cc4 to 














380 A Difcotirfe on the Nature and Cure of Corpulency. 


to be excited rather by exercife and the warm bath, than by me. 
dicines, which may prove hurtful by altering the crafis of the 
blood and juices. He mentions urine as the laft of the natural 
excretions, by which animal oil is conveyed out of ‘the body-; 
and upon this evacuation he builds moft, as a variety of diure- 
tics offer themfelves, which may be taken with fafety. The pre. 
ference is given to foap, as the medicine which carriesoff the 
Jargeft portion of fat,! and mixes beft with the aqueous part of 
the blood. It is reiolvent, detergent, and deobftruent, ufeful 
not only in diminifhing corpulency, but in relieving feveral 
chronic difeafes, confequent on a grofs habit. The foap, ‘our 
author particularly recommends, is the Alicant ; yet we mutt 
‘own we fhould prefer the Tartar foap, efpecially with a vege- 
‘table diet, or at leaft advife the Alicant to be purified with rec- 
tified fpirits: in any refpe& its ufe will be highly prejudicial, 
where an alcalefcent difpofition prevails, which is too often the 
cafe in corpulent habits. This is a circumftance not attended 
ito by the door, though extremely effential to the patient, as. 
the conftant ufe of the medicine gives it in fome refpeéts the 
quality of an alterative. But we fhall proceed to his method 
of exhibiting it, without diverting the reader’s attention with 
our own remarks. 


He advifes a drachm to be taken at bed-time for four or five 
nights, and if no remarkable diforder is produced in the fto- 
mach, or bowels, by that quantity, the dofe to be encreafed to 
two, three, or, in ftubborn cafes, to four drachms each night. 
The form may be in a bolus or ele€tuary, made with any pala- 
table fyrup, or in pills; or it may be diffolved in a glafs of foft 
water, and drank, which method we fhould think the moft effec- 
tual when the ftomach does not reject it. 


In proof of the virtues of this medicine, the doétor relates 
the following cafe: * A worthy acquaintance of mine (fays he) 
a judicious and experienced phyfician, in his younger days had 
been very a¢tive, and ufed much exercife, both on foot and on 
horféback ; and for many years feeméd as little liable to ex- 
treme corpulency as moft people. By infenfible degrees, as he 
diminifhed his daily labours, fatnefs ftole upon him, and kept 
increafing ; infomuch that, when I met with him about fix 
years ago, I found him in the greateft diftrefs through mere 
corpulency, of any perfon not exceeding middle age, I ever 
knew. He was then about forty-five. . He was obliged to ride 
from honfe to houfe to vifit his patients in the town where he 
prattifed, being quite unable to walk an hundred yards at a 
ftretch ; and was in no {mall degree lethargic. In other refpects, 
he. feemed preity clear of any remarkable difeafe, except aoe 
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of which he had felt fome, not very violent, attacks. J warmly 
recommended the inward ufe of foap, in order to reduce his cor- 
pulency, as the only fafe and effe€tual remedy in his cafe, and'a 
remedy’ which he might continue to ufe the longeft; I enforced 
my advice by the reafonings above urged, of which he was too 
good a judge not to perceive their full cogency. ‘Accordingly, 
he began to take it July, 1754, at which time ‘he weighed 26 
ftone and 11 pounds, jockey-weight, a vaft load for‘him to bear, 
who is little above middle {tature, and withal {mall boned. He 
took every night at bed-time, a quarter of an ounce of common 
home-made Caftile foap, diffolved in a quarter. of; a pint of foft 
water. In about two or three months.time, he began te feel 
more freedom, and an increafe of aétivity, which encouraged 
him to perfevere. And that he did with fuch fuccefs, that in 
Auguft 1756, (as he informs me in a letter. now, lying before 
me) his bulk was reduced two whole ftone weight ; and he could 
walk a mile with pleafure. He had continued the ufe of the foap 
all the time between June, 1754, and Auguft, 1756, with very 
fhort interruptions, in the manner and quantity above-men- 
tioned ; it operated remarkably by urine, without ever producing 
the leaft troublefome effeé&t.. And now, while 1 am, fending ‘thefe 
pages to the prefs, (April 1760) I am certainly informed that 


he is hearty and well.’ 


This was ‘the only cafe where the doctor had an opportunity 
of making thorough trial of ‘the foap, and, indeed, it feems to 
corroborate, though it does not confirm, ‘all he has faid of its 
virtues. The pamphlet is ‘wrote with perfpicuity and good 
fenfe ; and we muift allow the doCtor’s fuggeftion to be ingenious, 
fhould the diuretic virtues of the foap fall into the fame difre- 
pute its lithontriptic qualities have, for fome years paft. We 
mean with refpeét to the poflibility of continuing the medicine 
till it can take effect. 





-<-e. 


Art. VII. 4. Difertation on ‘Dr. James’s FeverPowder, In 
which the different Circumflances, wherein that remedy may prove 
beneficial or hurtful, are confidered and diftinguifbed, according te 
Objfervation and Reafon. By Malcolm Flemyng, M.D. 8a. 
Pr.is. Davis and Reymers. 


E fhould perhaps have more reafon to praife Dr. Flemyng 
as a fcholar and phyfician, had we fewer. opportunities 
given to fpeak of him as a writer. Too frequent an intercourfe 
ufually leffen§ our refpect even for very worthy men; what then 
fhall we fay to-the doctor, who, not content with one vifit, ob- 


trudes 
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trudes upon us a.couple in the fame day, in the form of a fhil- 
ling pamphlet ? The intention, however, of the performance in 
view, is laudable, and may prove ufeful ; we fhall therefore allow 
it more room than either the fubjeé&t or bulk may feem, at fir 
fight, to merit. Dr. James’s Powder has, of late, been fo indif- 
criminately adminiftered in every fpecies of feverifh diforder, 
that a rational attempt to afcertain the particular ftages and 
fymptoms, in. which it may prove hurtful or beneficial, certainly 
deferves the public regard. 


Taking it for granted, that the powder is a preparation of 
antimony and mercury united, our author firft enumerates the 
virtues of each of thefe minerals, and then reafons upon the 
joint effets they are likely to produce ; but it would have been 
more fatisfactory, had the dottor informed himfelf of the ge- 
nuine receipt, which he might have done with little trouble, 
without, in the leaft, trefpafling on the rights of the proprietor. 
He obferves, that if any fafe and effectual preparation of mer- 
cury be united with antimony, the compofition will poffefs the 
joint virtues of both, which perfe&tly coincide, and mutually en- 
creafe and affift each other. Both have a diffolving and atte- 
nuating power, the antimony greater ftimulus, and the mercu- 
rial production greater weight and divifibility : * Hence (fays he) 
clofely joined and united, they will produce greater effeéts in 
the animal body, by dividing, and fubduing lentor, .and fitting 
it for expulfion, than either of them could have done feparately ; 
and hence a kind of artificial crifis, quicker than the natural, 
but falutary to the patient, is produced.’ 


From the qualities of the compofition our author infers, that 
it fhould never be adminiftered in acute diftempers, except upon 
urgent occafions, and remarkable appearance of danger, after 
medicines approved by long experience, and the confent of the 
learned, have been fairly tried. 


As a fever is an effort of nature to expel fomething noxious 
to the human body, and reftore health, either without fenfible 
evacuation, or by means of critical fweats, urine, ftool, or vo- 
miting, a certain duration of it is neceflary, longer or fhorter 
in proportion to the obftinacy of the morbific matter. It is 
therefore improper to hurry and fpur on, perhaps counteraét the 
intention of nature, by adminiftring a eompofition unfriendly 
to animal nature, without very preffing reafons occur. 


Having eftablifhed it as.a maxim, that the fever powder is 
not to be adminiftered till other medicines have failed, and im- 
minent danger appears, which, by the way, is denying fair play 


to the medicine, he proceeds to fhew in what f{pecies of fevers 
he 
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lie apprehends this celebrated noftrum, may (prove tfeful. With 
refpect to intermittents, he thinks trials of it unneceflary,.as we 
are already poffefied of fo fovereign a remedy againft them, ‘the 
Peruvian bark. He apprehends, however, it: may be ufefully 
adiminiftered in particular cafes, when the intermittent is upoa 
the point of being changed into a continual; ‘bot as he made 
no pasticular obfervations, he {peaks with diffidence, 


In hettic fevers, he affirms the powder mutt, from the quali. 
ties of the ingredients, be prejudicial, as they tend to thin and 
diffolve the blood and juices already too much broke, to weaken 
folids, which, from the -natute of the difeafe, cannot :be fiips 
pofed ftrong, and to excitecolloquative fweats and diarrhaa, the 
too frequent concomitants on heétic fevers. ~ 


Next the doétor proceeds to the clafs of continued fevers, 
which he divides in the following manner : 


‘ The firft comprehends thofe, in which, at the approach of 
the fever, the body and its juices were pure; the fault lying 
principally in their too great motion ; and its immediate effets, 
Such fevers atife from errors in the non-naturals, ‘Ephemera‘is 
the flighteft fpecies of them; and the es pr fever ay ‘be 
reckoned ‘the moft violent. 


‘ ‘The fecond is that, in which there is a local cireum({eribed 
inflammation. Moft of the {pecies receive their appellation from 
the inflamed part, as pleuritis, phrenifi is, peripneumonia, he- 
patitis, &c. In thefe the blood is fo hot, and tenfe, firft ob- 


ftruéting, and in its progrels sia the {mall veffels of the 
affected part. 


« The third-clafs may be called eruptive, containing thofe fe~ 
verifh diforders, in which fpots appear; as the fmall-pox, meas 
fles, the miliary, eryfipelatous, fcarlet fevers, &c. 


‘ The fourth comprehends thofe which are truly putrid ; ‘the 
blood and juices being fharp, diffolved, and gangrenous. In 
fuch fevers, hemorrhages of various kinds; and mortifications 
appear. To this _ the gaol, and hofpital fever, may ‘be 
reduced. 


‘ The fifth contains the flow or nervous kind: in which the 
blood is neither denfe and inflammatory ; nor fharp and putrid ; ; 
the thinneft animal fluids, and particularly the nervous juice, 
feem here to be principally affected. 7 


‘ The fixth .clafS is that of pituitous or catarrhal fevers; in 
which there abounds a vifcid ropy lentor, ftopping the final 
pulmonary veffels. Peripneumonia notha is the general name 
for fuch fevers. They-ate commonly brought on by catching 
of cold. * Under 
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* Under the feventh and laft clafs may be ranged all the epi. 
demical anomalous fevers from the flighteft to the moft malig. 
nant and peftilential kinds, not properly reducible under the 
foregoing heads ; which being infinitely various, and fo-often 
putting on new appearances, cannot be enumerated, much lefs 
divided into'diftin& fpecies. . 


¢ As fuch difeafes are either already paft, or have not yet made 
their appearance, for I know of no uncommon epidemic fever 
ftirring in this neighbourhood, now while I am writing ; I can 
have but little to fay concerning the ufe of the Fever Powder in 
this laft clafs. Let me only obferve in general, that if there 
fhould appear hereafter a new dangerous fever, refifting the 
common methods cf cure, that bid faireft for carrying it off, I 
fhould not hefitate to have recourfe to the fever powder; but 
with this referve, that the fymptoms of the new difeafe did not 
contraindicate the principal and leading virtues of mercury and 
antimony.’ 

From the penetrating and diflolving virtues of the powder, 
he apprehends it is excluded from the whole fourth clafs of fe- 
brile diftempers, in which a putrid gangrenous difpofition pre- 
vails, and where hemorrhages and mortification, demonftrate 
the broken condition of the red globules. For the fame reafon 
it cannot be fafely adminiftered in that fpecies of fmall-pox, 
which Sydenham calls the J/ack kind, where the blood is ftrongly 
difpofed to a putrid gangrenous ftate. In the firft clafs he thinks 
the powder unneceffary, becaufe the medicines now in ufe will 
fufficiently anfwer the intention, if feafonably and fkilfully ad- 
adminiftered. ‘ However, (fays he) if either through negle& 
of proper methods in the beginning, or their not proving fuc- 
cefsful, danger fhews itfelf, I fhould not be againft giving the 
fever powder, according to the author’s directions.’ 


As to pleurifies, peripneumonies, phrenifis, hepatitis, and 
wherever there is a local circumfcribed inflammation, fhould 
bleeding, attenuating medicines, :a low, thin, and diluting diet 
fail, the powder may be adminiftered ‘in fmall dofes, at proper 
intervals, with advantage. But even in this cafe he thinks cher- 
mes mineral - preferable, as it contains no mercury. - When the 
inflammation continues, the pulfe is full and hard, and the lentor 


of the blood tough. 


Of the whole clafs of eruptive fevers, the doctor fpeaks only 
of the fmall-pox, in which, if thefymptoms are violent, and the 
ftules indicate the bad kind, he recommends the powder, after 
once bleeding ; but great delicacy and caution are at the fame 


time recommended, On the eleventh day, in the confluent kind, 
he 
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he thinks it promifes the moft fignal benefit, when the faliva, 
which. till then flowed copioufly, becomes) thick and vifcid, 
threatening fatal confequence from. its fuppreffion. The powder 
he has obferved, in feveral inftances, is the moft efficacious of 
all medicines in attenuating vifcid phlegm, ftuffings in the 
throat and lungs, and rendering this ropy-mucousfaliva fit for 


expectoration. 


His obfervations on the effects of the > oe in nervous cafes, 
he acknowledges are limited ;. but he is of opinion it ought to 
be given, after the common methods of cure have failed, where 
danger is apprehended, either from the malignity of the fymp- 
toms, or the long continuance of the fever. As in this kind of | 
fever, the pulfe is generally weak, fmall, and thready, mercury 
joined to antimony feems to promife benefit, by raifing the cir- 
culation, and encreafing the impetus of the blood, and momen- 
tum of the fluids, by penetrating into the minute ramifications 
where the lentor refides, there attenuating and diffolving it, and 
thus promoting and accelerating a falutary crifis. In this we 
entirely agree with Dr. Flemyng, having obferved the effects we 
it in one cafe exaétly fimilar to what he defcribes. 


But the attenuating and diffolving virtues of the powder, ren- 
der it, he thinks, particularly ufeful] in catarrhal fevers, in which 
he prefers it to the effence of antimony, prefcribed ‘by the inge- 
nious and learned Huxham. He has feen it fail in deliriums, and 
in comatous ftupor, though duly and largely adminiftered, but 
he never found it ineffectual in catarrhal fevers. 


Such are the doétor’s obfervations on the fever powder, deli- 
vered with modefty, though fomewhat prematurely, as his ex- 
perience of its efficacy appears to be extremely limited. He 
clofes the whole of his remarks with the following obfervations, 
not the leaft fenfible part of his little performance : 


‘ Before’l conclude, let me obferve that powerful and valua- 
ble medicines, efpecially while they are new, have always had, 
and always will have, both unreafonable enemies, and rafh un- 
enlightened admirers, and partifans. ‘That therefore, it is the 
duty of phyficians to‘diftinguifh between truth and falfehood ; 
between extravagant praifes and gtoundlefs prejudices : at the 
fame time time taking care that mankind is not defrauded of 
ufeful remedies. And if even the moft fkilful and experienced 
practitioners are often at a lofs to pafs a right judgment on the 
effe&t of medicines, which is moft certainly the cafe; fo that ig 
can very feldom be in the power of ftrangers to the profeffion fo 
to do. And therefore, it is incumbent on the latter to think 


and fpeak modeftly and diffidently concerning matters of this 
‘kind, 
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kind. But, above all to be cautious in advifing and dire&ing 
the exhibition of brifk and churlifht medicines ; left, while they 
charitably intend a benefit, = do their neighbour irreparable 


dama ge. 


he 





—_—_—— - — 

Art. VIII. An Effay on the Antient and Modern State of Ireland, 

with the various important Advantages thereunto derived, under 

the aufpicious Reign of his moft facred Majefly King George the Se- 

« cond. Including a particular Account of the great and glorious St, 
Pattick. ovis: Pr. 1s. 6d. Griffiths. 


\ E queftion much whether this effayift’s countrymen will 

thank him for thefe overflowings of patriot zeal, which 
he pours forth in a torrent of immethodical defultory bombaft, 
after the manner of thofe refpectable bards, commonly known 
in Ireland by the appellation of Scalds, or Shenachighs, who reg 
cite the illuftrious actions of antient heroes at the doors of their 
defcendants, with a view to open a way to the kitchen, whence 
exhale delicious odours, which, by twitching the olfa&tory nerves 
of the fage, fharpen his appetite, andinfpire his fong. Poffible 
it is, that our author fat down to write with intentions fomewhat 
fimilar, or, perhaps, with no other defign than raifing his own 
and his country’s fame. Like the honeft Hibernian, who being 
afked if he could play on the violin, anfwered, that he believed 
he could, but he had not yet tried ; our author might i imagine 
writing a book to be an eafier tafk than he found i it, before he 
got to the end of his career. This laft conjecture is rendered 
the more probable, by the mamy little excurfions he makes out 
of the ftrait road, by way of refrefhment, which might have 
been extremely convenient to him, however unneceflary and 
fatiguing they may prove to the reader, who is forced to purfue 
him through all his extravagations. He boafts, indeed, that in 
compofing this effay, he has nothing in view befides the honour 
and advantage of Ireland, ‘ a kingdom whereof he is, without 
vanity, proud of being a native ;’ but we muft own, we fhould 
think it no great inftance of pride in Ireland, if the refufed to 


return him the compliment. 


Our effayift propofes to treat his Fubjed under three diftin® 
periods ; 1ft. The peopling of Ireland, or Scotia Major, by an 
Iberian colony. 2d. The arrival of St. Patrick, in his moft fa- 
lutary miffion ; a period truly glorious. 3d. Its ceffion to 
Henry II. king of England, ‘ partly (fay he) from a pretended 
title of Adrian IV. partly from the reftlefs and infatiable defires 
of Henry, more from the manifold infirmities of the then reign- 

i ing 
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ing Irith chiefs—but, above all, from the peculiar adverf fate 
of Roderick, the laft of our kings.’ He begins with acquaint. 
ing us, that the Iberians, faom their early knowledge of the 
Pheenician atts and letters, imported fuch rudiments of govern- 
ment and learning, as thofe primitive times admitted ; ‘ a truth 
vifible (fays he) from the fimilarity, or rather identity of the 
Pheenician and Scotic alphabet,’ though we apprehend this 
truth would be juft as vifible from the fimilarity of the Chinefe 
and Roman alphabets. 


He then launches out into inflated encomiums on the politics, 
learning, religion, and arts, eftablifhed and introduced by this 
Iberian colony, refting his affertions, we fuppofe, on the unde- 
niable authority of that oral tradition, handed down for fome 
thoufand years among their bards, the repofitories of all know- 
ledge, facred and profane, 3 


- It is aftonifhing how this profound antiquary delivers matters, 

fraught with the deepeft erudition, with all the eafe of trifles, 
as if by accident dropping the moft ingproving hints. For in- 
ftance, {peaking of St. Fiechry, that learned Hibernian founder 
of the univerfity in Paris, in the beginning of the eighth cen- 
tury (at which period he arrives in one page) he acquaints us, 
that Fiacre, the technical name of a hackney-coach, is derived 
from the above faint, who, to enable him to carry on the great 
work he projetted, obtained of Charles the Great a tax on all 
wheel-carriages within the city. 


Then he enters upon the hiftory of St. Patrick; but proceeds 
only a fhort way, when, making a fudden turning, he tells us, 
that Gideon reigned the fourth judge of the Hebrews, in the yeat 
of theworld 2700: that about this time appeared Hercules, Or- 
pheus, Caftor, Pollux, the 4rgonauts, Jafon, Laomedon, Thefeus, 
and many other heroes. ‘ That the Amazons, heroines.of Scy- 
thic extraction, having loft their hufbands in battle, took up arms 
themfelves, with a manly fpirit of refentment, and (infpired 
with love of their deceafed hufbands, and grief for fo great and 
irretrievable a lofs!) fubdued Afia, and built Ephefus; a little 
epifode which, we apprehend, muft greatly edify the reader, 
and refle& ftrong rays of light on the obfcure hiftory of the tu- 
telary St. Patrick. After this he refyumes the faint’s ftory, and 
then abruptly quits it, to make the following fagacious re- 
flections : , | 


* Never did the fpirit of popular freedom exert itfelf more 
powerfully or harmonioufly, than in thofe truly parliamentary 
triennial conventions of Ireland, where the fupreme monarch, 
the provincial kings, the feudatory lords, the nobles, landed 

. men, 
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men, Druids, &c. by the unbiaffed fuffrages of the people, con- 
vened for the peace, good government and fecurity of each par- 
ticular province, as well as thofe of the whole kingdom. Many 
centuries had this wife conftitution fubiited here, before our 
neighbours, even of South Britain, knew any thing relative to 
houfes, or raiment; it being notorious that fo late as the ar- 
rival of Julius Cafar among them, they painted their bodies, to 
render them terrible, and lived in the open fields. It is really 
fomewhat furprifing that people fo near in fituation, fhould differ 
fo effentially in difpofition, as the inhabitants of thofe iflands 
have in all ages; hofpitality having been the diftinguifhing at- 
tribute of the Irith, and its oppofite defe&, that of the Britons ; 
the account given of them by Horace 1700 and odd years ago, 
Vifam Britannos hofpitibus feros, being as literally applicable to 
them at this day, where the force of education doth not operate 
to mitigate their natural ferocity..—-Who would henceforward 
credit ignorant partial Britifh hiitorians, when they pretend to 
cry up antient Britifh hofpitality ! 


Before he finifhes the jhiftory of St. Patrick, we are favoured 
with a variety of other inftruétive digreffions, all of them tend- 
ing to the fame end; namely, to imprefs us with exalted notions 
of the deep erudition of this Hibernian effayift, hiftorian, and 
politician. To wind up this curious difquifition into the ftate of 
antient Ireland, we are obliged with the following defence of 
Teague. 


* How our neighbours came to call us waild Ayrifo, lam at a 
lofs to conjefture ; it being evident we have been a thoufand 
years, at leait, in poffeffion of letters, laws, and civility, before 
the arrival of Julius Cefar in Britain. 


‘Iam equally at alofs to know why a man fhould becomea 
ftanding jeft for his ignorance in an alien tongue, almoft the 
conitant fate of our countrymen in Britain, where, whoever is 
not fmartly expert in the Englifh language, is immediately de- 
nominated a Teague, a Paddy, or I know not what, in the ftile 
of derifion ; at the fame time that the moft aukward-tongued 
Irifhman in London fpeaks Englith with far more propriety, and 
a better accent, than the fmarteft Britifh petit maitre in Paris 
doth French. ’ 


‘ Some dramatic fcribblers, (probably of our own degenerate 
growth) the better to qualify them for elemofinary dinners, gave 
rife to this impertinent treatment of a nation, which, from the 
concurrent teftimonies of al! the difpaffionate and learned, can, 
in reality, be as little the object of fcurrility, as any other. 


*‘ Why 
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¢ Why thould even poor Teague prove fo conftant’a butt to 
farce-wrights, and hackney-laughers ; when, upon examination, 
he is, by a thoufand degrees, preferable to the Britifh hobbinol, 
or French gregoire? For Teague is a very pattern of hofpita- 
lity; fo much fo, that if a gentleman fhould happen to mifs 
his road, and be neceffitated to feek the fhelter of Teague’s 
cabbin, or hut, was poor Teague trufting to two fheep for his 
worldly fubfiftence, he would kill one, and fell the other, at the 
next village or inn, fur the better entertainment of his gueft, 
and think himfelf happy in fuch an occafion of approving his 
generofity and refpeét: he would the next morning abandon 
his fpade, and chearfully trot ten miles to fhew fuch bewildered 
gentleman the right road. He is naturally civil, generous, and 
hofpitable, (for fearce a night paffeth that poor travellers are 
not entertained in his cottage,) extremely refpectful to his fupe- 
riors, and to his lord and matter faithful to death. The mili- 
tary annals of Europe proclaim his capacity and tafte for fight- 
ing; then if you fhould take this identical Teague’s infant fon, 
and give him a regular liberal education, it is one hundred to 
one, but he turns out a gentleman of merit, learning, worth, 
and politenefs; whereas it would certainly require more than 
Herculean labour to chiffel a French paifan, a primitive Weft- 
moreland, or Devonfhire boor, not only into the form of an 
elegant, but even into that of a fociable creature. : 


‘ The infignificancy of thofe jefters and fpatterers, will more 
clearly appear, if we look back to the wife, free, and truly par- 
liamentary conftitution of this kingdom; if we recolle& the vaft 
length of its duration, asa free and independent ftate; the mi- 
litary prowefs of its inhabitants in all ages ; their victorious 
conflicts with the Romans, and with the French under Henry 
the Vth, and the Black Prince; their having founded a mo- 
narchy in North Britain, whence, by a right of defcent, in ad« 
dition to every other, his prefent majefty, (whom God long pre- 
ferve) by the fpecial providence and infinite mercy of heaven, 
ruleth over us: if we confider the number of our univerfities, 
colleges, and academies, religious monafteries and pious femi- 
naries, reforted to from all civilized parts of Europe, our me- 
tropolitical and didcefan cathedrals ; on fuch impartial review, 
furely, the foregoing tribe of fueerers and flouters muft dwindle 
into deferved contempt.’ 


After a fhort view of the conqueft of Ireland by Henry II. 
which, however, our author fays was no conqueft, and of the 
fucceeding reigns to the tenth Year of Henry VII. our author 
Tuns out into fevere invective agdinit te law, known by the name — 

- Vor. 1X, May 1760. Dd of 
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of Poining’s act, which he concludes with this emphatic and {én 
fible reflection : 


‘In times dark, sumultuated and dangerous, no wonder extra- 
ordinary laws fhould pafs: defperate difeafes require defperate 
remedies ; but when the fever is removed, it certainly is a hor- 
rid management, to leave the 4/ifering plaifter {till {ticking to the 
recovered patient’s back.? But we fear the apothecary may 
have removed too early the epifpaftic from the back of our in- 
dignant eflayift, who ftill betrays fymptoms of that delirium oc- 
cafioned by the paffion he was put into by Poining’s ack. 


As it would be endlefs to trace this mirror of fcience through 
all the labyrinths of criticifm, politics, hiftory, &c. &c. into 
which he plunges over head and ears, without dread or fear, we 
fhall take our leave, by quoting the laft fentence of the farmer’s 
cafe, annexed to the foregoing effay, and from the ftile evi- 
dently written by the fame hand. 


‘ What I have hitherto hinted is but a narrow opening to the 
concerns and interefts of an unhappy country, whereof I had 
the misfortune to be a helplefs, though loving, member. To 
promote the advantage of Ireland, in any refpeét, would be to 
me the cardinal point of the whole compafs of my ambition.’ 
And never again to perufe fuch nonfenfical bombaft, is really 
the fouth pole of our defire, the meed/e which alone can guide us 
with temper through the fhoals, the quickfands, and the hidden 
rocks, which every where obftru& our courfe in the boundleéfs 
ocean of reviewing. 





Art. IX. Dialogues of the Dead. 8vo.. Pr. 4s. Sandby. 


T is a prefumptive,. but not a dire&t proof of the merit of 

thefe dialogues, that they have fo rapidly attained a fecond 
impreffion. In general the multitude is fwayed by a few indi- 
viduals of fuperior tafte ; but there are many inftances where — 
books-of the leaft merit rife to the higheft vogue, merely from 
caprice. Jaterdum vulgus refum videt; eft ubi peccat, is no lefs 
applicable to letters than to politics. Here, indeed, we are not 
furprized at the applaufe beltowed ; the hand ofa matfter is too 
vifible in every page to efcape the moft undifcerning. A diftin- 
guifhing judgment, delicacy of fentiment, propriety of thought, 
and purity of diction, recommend this little performance at the 
firft glance. Yet, to fpeak our opinion freely, we think the dia- 
logues too abruptly introduced, and the perfone characterized 


‘rather by the writer than by their ownconverfation. It is pof-. 
fible 
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fible that freedom and difregard of all ceremony may be proper 
enough for /hades, but,we expect to find in them fomething of the 
original living character. The Czar Peter and Louis the Great, 
may perhaps be allowed to accoft each other in the language of 
draymen; but when Swift and Addifon difpute about precedence 
in the clafs of wit and humour, we expect to meet with fome of 
thofe itrokes which chara¢terized the dean and the fecretary : 
but whatever the dialogue may want of perfection in this refpeét, 
is amply compenfated by Mercury’s decifion, which fets the 
claims of both thofe excellent writers in the jufteft point of 
view. Addrefling the dean, he fays, 


‘ Dr. Swift, I rejoice to fee youm—How does my old lad? 
How does honeft Lemuel Gulliver? Have you been in Lilliput 
lately, or in the Flying Ifland, or with your good nurfe Glum- 
dalclitch? Pray when did you eat a cruf? with lord Peter ? Is Jack 
as mad {till as ever? I hear the poor fellow is almoft got well 
by more gentle ufage. If he had but more feod he would be as 
much in his fenfes as brother Martin himfelf. But Martin, they 
tell me, has fpawned a ftrange brood of fellows called Metho- 
difts, Moravians, Hutchinfonians, who are madder than Jack 
was in his worft days. Itis a pity you are not alive again to be 
at them. ‘They would be excellent food for your tooth ; and a 
fharp tooth it was, as ever was placed in the gum of a mortal; 
ay, and aftrong one too. The hardeft food would not break it, 
and it could pierce the thickeft fkulls. Indeed it was like one of 
Cerberus’s teeth : one fhould not have thought it belonged toa 
man — Mr. Addifon, I beg your pardon, I fhould have fpoken 
to you fooner ; but I was fo ftruck with the fight of the doétor, 
that I forgot for a time the refpects due to you. 


‘ Swift. Addifon, I think our difpute is decided, before the 
judge has heard the caufe. 


© Addifon. I own it is, in your favour, and I fubmit—— 
but 


* Mercury. ——~ Don’t be difcouraged, friend Addifon. Apollo 
perhaps would have given a different judgment. Iam a wit, 
and a rogue, and a foe to alldignity. Swift and I naturally 
like one another. He worfhips me more than Jupiter, and [ 
honour him more than Homer. But yet, I affure you, I have 
a great value for you. Sir Roger de Coverley, Will Honeycomé, 
Will Wimble, the Country-gentleman in the Freeholder, and twenty 
more chara¢ters, drawn with the fineft ftrokes of natural wit and 
humour in your excellent writings, feat you very high in the 
clafs of my authors, though not quite fo high as the dean of Se, 
Patrick’s. Perhaps you might have come nearer to him, if the 
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decency of your nature and cautioufnefs of your judgmerit 
would have given you leave. But, if in the force and {pirit of 
his wit he has the advantage, how much does he yield to you in 
all the polite and elegant graces ; in the fine touches of delicate 
fentiment ; in developing the fecret fprings of the foul ; in 
fhewing all the mild lights and fhades of a character; in mark- 
ing diftinétly every line, and every foft gradation of tints, which 
would efcape the common eye! Whoever painted like you the 
beautiful parts of human nature, and brought them out from 
under the fhade even of the greateft fimplicity, or the moft ri- 
diculous weaknefles ; fo that we are forced to admire, and feel 
that we venerate, even while we are laughing! Swift could do 
nothing that approaches to this. He could draw an ill face 
very well, or caricature a good one with a mafterly hand = but 
there was all his power: and, if I am to fpeak as a god, a worth- 
lefs power it is. Your’s is divine. It tends to improve and 
exalt human nature.’ 





-. There is not perhaps among the whole, a converfation that 
difplays fo fully the refined tafte and exquifite feelings of the 
ingenious author, as this we have juft quoted : it is the fphere 
in whiich he excels. The dialogue between Boileau and Pope, 
where they compare their own writings, criticife on Shakefpear, 
Racine, and Corneille ; on Milton, Spencer, Waller, Dryden, 
Voltaire, and a variety of Englifh and French poets, is replete 
with fine remarks and juft criticifm. Speaking of the French 
tragic writers, he obferves, with a truly poetical imagination, 
* that Racine is the fwan defcribed by ancient poets, which rifes 
on downy wings to the clouds, and fings a fweet, but gentle and 
plaintive note ; Corneille, the eagle, which foars to the fkies on 
bold and founding pinions, and fears not to perch on the fcep- 
ter of Jupiter, or to bear in his pinions the lightning of the 
gods.” Longinus himfelf could not have characterized them with 
more ftrength and beauty. 


The tender, the amiable, the refigned wife, is admirably ex- 
preffed in O&tavia’s account of her behaviour to the falfe Antho- 
ny : we fee in her the pattern of female virtue, another Lucy, 
fwelling the heart and drawing forth the pious tear of conjugak 
affection. 


The reader will be highly delighted with the picture of Atti- 
cus ; a charatter which onr author feems to have thoroughly 
ftudied. He is reprefented as juftifying his condu& to Brutus, 
and vindicating himfelf from that load of blame, thrown out 
by perfons who perceived not the wifdom, the prudence of his 


meafures; who held him in the light of a mean time-ferver, 
not 














The Trinitarian Controverfy Reviewed. 393 


not of a healing mediator, a fincere friend, an honeft courtier, 
whofe eafy and polite manners gained him the countenance of 
the conquerors, while he was exerting his utmoft endeavours to 


relieve the diftreffes of the conquered. 


In the dialogues between lord Falkland and Mr. Hampden, 
Cortez and Pen, the duke de Guife and Machiavel, William 
III. and de Witt, and one or two more, our author appears to 
advantage as a politician ; his reflections are ftrong and natural; 
he has fearched the human heart, and faithfully related his dif- 
coveries; not like thofe pfeudo-politicians, who {train and tor- 
ture every action in the field, every meafure in the cabinet, to 
fhew their own refinement and fubtilty. In the converfation 
betwixt Pericles and Cofino, the firft grand duke of Tufcany, 
there is much erudition and good fenfe difplayed ; that fort of 
erudition, we mean, that is acquired by a judicious application of 
hiftorical fa&ts. Weare forry that the length into which fome of 
the preceding articles have run, prevents our obliging the reader 
with extracts from this, and feveral of the other dialogues. The — 
performance clofes with a converfation between Plutarch and a 
modern bookfeller, by another hand, which contains a great 
deal of juft ridicule on the prefent mode of writing, and that 
tafte for romance, which ferves only to pervert the underftand- 
ing, and eftrange the mind from all folid and ufeful knowledge. 
Upon the whole, we have not lately feen a work’*of more en- 
tertainment and real initruction, where found fenfe, and a lively 
imagination, are more happily united, or where the eruditien of 
the fcholar is more agreeably tempered with the feeling, the tafte, 


and the fentiments of a gentleman. 





Art. X. The Trinitarian Controverfy Reviewed ; or, a Defence of 
the Appeal to the Common Senfe of all Chriftian People, Se. 

_ Wherein every Particular advanced by the Rev. Dr. M‘Donnell in 
his Sincere Chriftian’s Anfwer to the Appeal, is diftinGly confidered 
Several other Subjects relative to the Queftion, are difcuffid ; and an 
humble Attempt is made to put a final Pertod, if poffible, to this Con- 
troverfy, by a Solemn Addre/s to the moft judicious Defenders of the 
Athanafian Trinity. By the Author of the Appeal, 8vo. Price 
5s. Millar. 


HE author of this treatife undertakes to fupport an opi- 
nion, which has been already adopted by one of the greateft 
divines, and the greateft philofopher this nation ever produced, 
The notion of a triplicity in the divine nature was rejected by 
Dd3 the 
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the great Newton and the fagacious Dr. Clarke. Many even 
amongft the illiterate have raifed objections againft the Athana- 
fian creed, in which this dorine is contained ; and therefore it 
will not feem furprifing, that a perfon of fo much learning and 
penetration as our author, ‘fhould, in fo difficult a queftion, be 
too powerful for his adverfary. He opens the controverfy in 
page 3d, by afferting, that the tenets of the Athanafian creed 
are fo contrary to thofe of f{cripture, that they appear, at firit 
view, to convey a fenfe diametrically oppofite to that of the facred 
writers. It is generally acknowledged, that the term Trinity, 
is not to be found in the fcriptures; and it feems furprifing, 
that the writings of the apoitles fhould be thought infufficient, 
without the. affiftance of new and obfcure terms of art, invented 
by men. 


In page 57 we meet with a ftrong argument in fupport of 
what was before advanced, that the do&rine of the Trinity is 
inconfiftent with fcripture ; namely, that it is impoflible to ex- 
plain fome texts according to it, without offending againft the 
rules of grammar, as well as common fenfe. Thus, according 
to the Trinitarian hypothefis, the following text, God is a /pirit, 
and they that worfhip him muft worfbip him in fpirit and in truth, 
muft be interpreted, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, is a fpirit, 
and thofe that worfhip him; that is, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft, muft worfhip him; that is, them in fpirit and in truth. 
And, in Rev. iv. 11. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 
honour, and power ; for thou haft created all things, and for thy plea- 
fure they are and were created: thou, O Lord, that is, thou Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft. This obfervation appears to us very perti- 
nent, and we apprehend that it will not be found eafy to refute 
it, fince it is not to be fuppofed, but that the words, shou and 
him are ufed in fcripture in the fame fenfe as in other writings. 
Since God has made ufe of language as the vehicle of revelation, 
it is not reafonable to fuppofe that he has altered it for that 


purpofe. 

In page 61 our author fully confutes what had been advanced 
by his adverfary, that the Son muft be as perfect as the Father, 
becaufe his will is exa€tly the fame with the Father’s, there be- 
ing a poffibility for an imperfe& Being to deviate from the will 
of a perfec one, by obferving, that it would follow from hence 
that the Jews could not have any rational conviction, that Mofes 
delivered the will of God, tho’ he worked miracles, becaufe he 
was an imperfect being, and capable of deviating from the will 
of the Almighty. This feems to put Chrift upon a footing with 
Mofes, and favours ftrongly of the Socinian doéirine of our Sa- 
vioux’s being nothing more than a man divinely commiffioned 
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from heaven, in which light he is confidered by the Mahometans 
themfelves. 


In page 64, we meet with an obfervation, which the partizans 
of the doétrine of .three perfons in the godhead will find very 
difficult to anfwer. Ifthe Son be fuppofed equal to the Father, 
the Father might as well have been fent upon a divine miffion by 
the Son, as the Son by the Father, which is downright blafphe- 
my. The difficulty of defending the Trinitarian hypothefis 
appears ftill farther in other inftances. ‘To make the expreffion 
the Father, fignify Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, and, my Fa- 
ther, the diitin& perfon of the Father, is altogether forced and 
unnatural. But there are no paffages in {cripture harder to be 
reconciled with the doétrine of the Trinity, than thofe wherein 
our Saviour is reprefented as offering up prayers to-hisGod and 
Father, and not only fo, but as praying with itrong crying and 
tears. His exclamation on the crofs, My God, my God, why haft 
thou forfaken me, is till as difficult to be accounted for, upon 
the fuppofition of his being of the fame effence with God, and 
upon a perfect equality with him. Thefe are, indeed, very 
{trong arguments to prove this dogma unf{criptural; and they 
are greatly corroborated by the confideration that the apoftles, 
in their difcourfes recorded in the atts, have not only. omitted 
the doétrine of three perfons and one God, but have likewife 
delivered a character of the one fupreme God inconfiftent with it. 


Thefe examples may fuffice to give the reader an idea of our 
author’s manner of reafoning, and of the merits of the caufe 
which he contends for. To follow him through the whole courfe 
of the controverfy is unneceflary, as his work contains no ar- 
guments more ftrong than thofe we have already laid before the 
reader. Upon the whole, we would earneftly recommend this 
performance to all who attach themfelves to the ftudy of theo- 
logy, as it contains every thing material, that can be faid upon 
the fubje&, and is wrote with a logical precifion. We do not, 
however, take upon us to fay, with the author, that the Atha- 
nafian creed fhould be rejected, —that we leave to the decifion 
of the church: but as laymen, we. may be allowed to declare 
our opinion, that in this controverfy he has greatly the advan- 


tage of his adverfary. 
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Art. XI. Cautions and Advices to Officers of the Army: parti+ 
cularly Subalterns. Very proper to be read by all Gentlemen of that 
Rant and Profeffion. By an Old Officer. 12mo, Pr. 2s. 6d. 
T. Payne. 


HE bufinefs of a reviewer would be truly eligible, were 

only books of real worth to come before his cenforial 
tribunal; as matters ftand, he is forced to balance the fatisfac- 
tion arifing from produdtions of genius, againft the labour of 
drudging through enormous piles of diulnefs and conceit. The 
admirable little performance in view is an inftance of what good 
fenfe may ftrike out on fubjeéts the moft exhaufted. To im- 
part counfel with delicacy has ever been deemed a tafk of great 
difficulty ; but to convey advice on trite topics, with novelty, 
diftinguifhes the writer of genius. By this performance officers 
are not taught the rudiments of the military art, but the prin- 
ciples of morals and economy ; the means of eftablifhing a re- 
putation in the points moft effential to a man of honour; of 
procuring the efteem of their fuperiors, the friendfhip of their 
equals, and the affection of thofe whom Providence has placed 
in fubordinate ftations; thetr duty to themfelves, the world, 
their king, and theirGod. No difplay is made of eloquence or 
erudition ; all is plain and fimple, the writer applying direétly 
to the underftanding, though he does not fail of fometimes 
touching the heart. Sufficiently copious, without the trappings 
of metaphor, and elegant without the glare of colouring ; every 
page diftinguifhes the good fenfe of the author, improved by 
converfe with the world. His admonitions are particularly 
adapted to the officer, but they may be read by every man who 
would pafs through lifg with applaufe and tranquillity of mind. 


Cautioning the young officer on his behaviour to the men, he 
relates the following little anecdotes, which enforce his admoni- 
tions, and fhew the power of refentment and gratitude in the 
private foldiers. 


* At the fiege of Lifle, in queen Ann’s time, upon an attack 
of fome of the out-works, the grenadiers of the fifteenth regi- 
ment of foot were’obliged to retire, by the fpringing ofa mine, 
or by the fuperiority of the defendants fire : in this retreat the 
lieutenant of thefe grenadiers, remarkable for his ill treatment of 
them, was wounded, and fell. The grenadiers were pafling on, — 
nor heeded his intreaties to help him off : at laft, he laid hold 
of a pair of fhoes that were tied to the wafte-belt of one of 
them; the grenadier, regardlefs of his fituation, and in refent- 
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ment of his former ill-ufage, took out a knife from his pocket, 
with which he cut the ftring and left them with him, with this 
remarkable expreffion, There! there is a new pair of foes for you 
to carry to hell, Had this unhappy man, by his good behaviour, 
gained the love of his men, I will be bold to fay, not one of 
them but would have rifked his own life to have faved shat of 
his officer.’ 


‘ The foldiers of a certain Scots regiment heard that their 
lieutenant-colonel was to retire, and that a captain, and not 
their major, who was their great favourite, was to purchafe of 
him. They held a confultation amongit themfelves, and the 
refult was a deputation, of two or three of them to wait on the 
major ; who, in a very refpectful manner, begged to know if 
there was any truth in the report, and why he did not purchafe 
the lieutenant-colonelcy ? He told them, that what they had 
heard was very true, and that he could not purchafe for want of 
money. They then entreated him to take no fteps in the affair 
until they had made their report to their comrades ; which they 
immediately did, and by them were ordered to wait again on the 
major, and to tell him, that the whole regiment was fo fenfible 
of his merit as an officer, and had always been fo well ufed by 
him, that they were determined he fhould not have the morti- 
fication of a younger officer coming over him: they therefore 
earneftly intreated him to make a bargain for the commiffion in 
agitation, and they would furnifh the money, which they had 
actually raifed amongit themfelves, and which the deputies laid 
before him at the fametime. This fingular aé& of generofity and 
gratitude did not take place ; forthe lieutenant-colonel was either 
killed or preferred, I forget which now, and the major fucceeded 
him, to the great joy of the whole corps.’ 


After a good deal of fenfible inftruétion, with regard to an 
oficer’s behaviour in little towns, where he may be quartered 
on a recruiting party, he pafies to the fubject of gallantry. 


‘If (fays he) the inhabitants have wives or daughters, by no 
means dare to exceed the limits of decency or good manners to 
them. Every man hasa very juft fenfe of the injury done him 
when the chafity of-either is invaded, or indeed only attempted; 
and if it was cooly attended to, I am apt to believe it would be 
fufficient to guardagain{t fuch breaches of hofpitality. A man 
and his wife, for inftance, have lived Aappily and contentedly for 
fome years, and he civilly invites me to his houfe; fhall I then 
dare to attempt to diflolve an union fo defirable? Shall Ieven 
dare to give him grounds for the leaft fufpicion ? No affuredly ; 
Tought not, even fhould I difcover any ain ines of levity on 
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her fide. An abfolute certainty of a criminal correfpondence 
muft render doth miferable: the poor man mof? certainly fo :—— 
Has he only fufpicions ? 


‘ Trifles light as air 
Are to the jealous confirmations ftrong 
As proofs of boly Writ.’ ——— 


‘ 





Therefore carefully avoid giving even the leaft fhadow of uneafi- 
nefs, and make him not fo terrible a return for his hofpitality. 
Let cornet Buckle’s fate be a fufficient deacon for you to avoid 
the fatal rock he fo unhappily loft his life upon. The ftory is 
fo recent that I may be excufed relating it: the naming the 
poor unfortunate youth willl hope be enough *. 


¢ The man perhaps has no wife; or if he has, fhe is not mif- 
trefs of charms fufficient to engage your attention. But he has 
a daughter, young, blooming and gay; in fome unguarded, 
fome unhappy moment for her, you make your attempt and 
too fatally fucceed. What muft be your after-thoughts if you 
are yet pofleffed of the leaft fpark of Aomour or remorfe? An 
innocent girl ruined, undone! expofed to fhame and ignominy! 
whofe character can never be retrieved, and who can never after 
appear in public, but to be pojnted at as the reproach and fcan- 
dal of her fex. Add tothis the unhappinefs, the mifery of her 
parents ; the indelible, the eternal fhame you have fixed upon 
them and their whole family, whom you have fo difmally difap- 
pointed in their hopes of feeing this their child, perhaps their 
favourite, their only child, comfortably and happily fettled in 
the world, with fome honeft, worthy man, in credit and repute. 
Think on this betimes, and let the dreadful confequences deter 
you from attempts of this nature.—Another, though indeed an 
infinitely lefs weighty reafon, ought to check your unbridled 
appetites, and that is, The light you will appear in the remainder 
of the time you ftay there; the reception you muft expect to 
meet with in your next quarters, where your charaéter will have 
reached before you (for fame has tongues as well as wings) and 
the evil eye the officers that fucceed you will be-viewed with by 
the inhabitants of the town you have left. People are too apt 





‘ * So much time having elapfed fince writing the above, it 
will now be neceflary to mention, that this ill-fated youth had 
juft obtained a cornetcy of dragoons, and the man of the houfe 
where he lodged, having reafon to fufpe& too much familiarity 
between his wife and the cornet, ripped up his belly with a knife 
which he ufed in his trade as a cork-cutter.’ 
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to judge of the Jump by the /ample, and if one officer is bad, 
rafhly conclude that all are fo. An opulent city in the weft 
of England, little ufed to have troops with them, had a re- 

iment, or part. of one, I know not which now, fent to be 
quartered there: the principal inhabitants,and wealthielt mer- 
chants, glad to fhew their hofpitality, and attachment to their 
fovereign, took the firft opportunities to get acquainted with 
the officers, inviting them to their houfes, and fhewing them 
every civility in their power, and were never eafy but when 
they had.one or other of them daily with them: this was truly a 
very defirable fituation. A merchant extremely eafy in his cir- 
cumftances, took fo prodigious a liking to one officer in parti- 
cular, that he gave him an apartment4n his own houfe, and 
made him in 2 manner abfolute mafter of it, the officer’s friends 
heing always welcome to his table. The merchant was a wi- 
dower, and had only two favourite daughters ; the officer in 
fo comfortable a ftation, caft his wanton’ eyes upon them, and 
too fatally fucceeding, ruined, debauched them both: dreadful 
return to the merchant’s mifplaced friendfhip! The confequence 
of this ungenerous action was, that aif officers ever after were 
fhuaned as a public nufance, as a peft to fociety; nor can | tell 
if the inhabitants have yet conquered their averfion to a red 
coat.’ 


With pleafure we could continue our extracts, but the juftice 
due to other authors prevents our adding more, than that books 
on the art of war may enable_a young fellow to figure as a 
foldier, but a clofe attention to the rules laid down in this little 
elegant work will give him reputation’as a man, and worthy 
member of fociety. 





Art. XII. Encoravina. 


R. Strange has finifhed two hiftorical prints, from the 

original paintings of Carlo Maratte; one a St. Cecilia, 
attended by angels, in the colleétion of the right honourable 
the earl of Orford; the other, a Madona, with a fleeping Par- 
goletto, in the pofleflion of Dr. Chauncey. There is a fweet- 
nefs of ravifhment, (if one may be allowed the expreffion) in 
the features of St. Cecilia, a kind of compofed rapture, which 
agreeably diffufes itfelf into the breaft of the fpeétator. The 
fleeping child in the other is, in our opinion, one of the fineit 
figures we have feen ; and maternal fondnefs fmiling, amidft the 
graces of innocence and beauty, is charmingly expreffed in the 
face of the Madona. 


The 














400 ENGRAVING. 


The execution is fuch as might be expected from the inimita. 
ble touches of a great artift, whofe pieces will, we doubt not, 
meet with the moft cordial proteétion from the public, while he 
himfelf is roaming abroad, like an induftrious bee, rifling the 
‘fweets of Italy, inorder to enrich his native land. 





Art. XIII. 


‘T muft give pleafure to every perfon of tafte, to think what 
a rapid progrefs we make in the polite arts, at a time when 
Our arms, in every part of the world, may be fuppofed to at. 
tract our attention, and drain our treafure. That we are ar- 
rived to great perfection in painting, engraving, and metzotinto, 
the multitudes that flocked to the late exhibition were eye-wit- 
neffes, particularly in metzotinto, we may be juftly faid to 
excel every other nation. 

White brought this art to very great perfection ; he being a 
painter, wrought with greater boldnefs and freedom than mere 
copyifts are capable of : his prints, by this means, have .all the 
ftrength of drawings. Smith was excellent in this way, but he 
wanted the drawing part, for which White was famous, and 
which gives force and fpirit to performances of this nature. 

It is reported of Sir Godfrey Kneller, that he would very 
often fnatch the tool out of Smith’s hand, and fcrape fome 
parts himfelf, where he faw there wanted effect. Faber’s per- 
formances have their admirers, and Houfton and M‘Ardel give 
great pleafure ; but ftill a painter feems more likely to fucceed 
in metzotinto than a copyift. 

Nothing but the extraordinary merit of an artift in this way, 
would have induced us to have faid fo much upon this fubjeé : 
the perfon whofe merit we attempt to do juftice to, is the inge- 
nious Mr. Frye, who propofes to fcrape twelve heads of metzo- 
tinto, drawn from nature, and as large as the life, from defigns, 
in the manner of Piazzeta of Rome; the drawings of which are 
to be feen every day at the author’s houfe, the Golden Head in 
Hatton-Garden. The portraits of this gentleman that were at 
the exhibition-room, fhew him to be eminent as a painter ; and 
the metzotinto head hung up there, will juitify us in pronoun- 
cing him a great mafter in that art. The print has as much 
force aS a fine painting, and is an excellent fpecimen of his 
abilities. ~The whole work, when completed, will probably 
be not only an addition to, but an improvement upon this 


fine art. 
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“ ForEi1cn ARTICLES, 


Art. XIV. Petri Burmanni Orationes, antea Jparfim edita, et 
ineditis aula. Accedit carminum Appendix. Hage. 4fe. 


VERY lover of polite learning will be pleafed.with a com- 
plete and accurate edition of the works of Burman, fo de- 
fervedly celebrated over Europe for the chaftenefS of his Latinity, 
and the finenefs of his genius. In this new edition we have four 
orations, never before publifhed, which add greatly to the value 
of the volume, as they appear to be inferior in no particular to 
thofe upon which the beft critics in Europe have already be- 
ftowed their applaufe. Befides a fund of literature, and refined 
imagination, there is in thefe difcourfes a certain purity of dic- 
tion and Attic elegarice, that would not be thought unworthy of 
Pliny himfelf. ‘The fubje&ts are important, and well chofen for 
the member of a republican government. They are as follow : 


‘1. De fapientia Romanorum in conftituenda republica. 

‘ 2. De feliciori vivendi conditione in rebufpublicis, quam. in 
regnis. 

‘3. De artibus liberalibus, folis olim academiarum et fchola- 
rum ornamentis, hodie vero ex dignitate in infimum locum de- 
jectis. ' . 

‘4. De bibliothecis publicis, eorumque prefectis.’ 


The fecond of thefe orations it was, that probably gave birth 
to the report of M. Burman’s having left among his papers a 
bitter inveftive againft the ftadtholderfhip, which the ingenious 
editor affures us was intirely groundlefs. 


To thefe orations of Burman, the editor has very judicioufly 
annexed his funeral oration, pronounced by the learned Mr. Oof- 
terdyck Schacht, profeffor of medicine in Leyden, from whence 
we are able to colle& many interefting particulars of Burman’s 
life ; interefting at leait to fcholars, becaufe they regard a man 
fo highly eiteemed in the republick of letters. We thall give a 
fhort abftra&, for the fatisfaction of our more curious readets, 


Peter Burman, born in 1668, at Utrecht, was fon of Francis 
Burman, profeffor of theology, and celebrated by a variety of 
learned performances, which he publifhed. At eleven years of 
age he had the misfortune to lofe this excellent father ; but fuch 
was the care taken of his education by his mother, who was 
daughter to Heydanus, one of the moft diftinguithed divines in 
Europe, that young Burman had the lefs reafon to regret his fitu- 
ation. Hijs academical ftudies he began under the dire&tion of 
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the learned Grevius, at that time the brighteft ornament of the 
univerfity of Utrecht. So promifing a genius could not fail to 
attract the attention of this profound f{cholar, who foon diftin- 
guifhed Burman, admitted him into his friendfhip, and rendered 
him all poffible fervices in his power. The rapid progrefs he 
made in his ftudies, fhewed how judicioufly the profeffor had 
placed his efteem ; Burman became the pattern of eloquence 
in the univerfity, at an age when other men {carce attain toa 
tafte for polite letters. 


Having fully perfected himfelf in claffical knowledge, which 
he rightly judged the mafter-key to unlock the treafures of f{ci- 
ence, he applied himfelf to jurifprudence, under the moft cele- 
brated mafters, but without lofing fight of the Belles Lettres. 
Excellent as his inftruCtors were in Utrecht, he refolved to profit 
by the erudition, anc charaéters of the three learned pro- 
feffors, Volder, Ryckius, and Grorovius; for which purpofe he 
removed to Leyden. Here he refided fora year, attaching him- 
felf particularly to Gronovius ; with whom he contraéted an inti- 
macy, which arofe from their congenial difpofitions and mutual 
efteem; and then returned to Utrecht, where he publithed his 
differtation, intitled, De TranfaGionibus, a piece highly valued 
for its learning and elegance. 


A tour he made through Germany and Swifferland, procured 
him the acquaintance and friendfhip of feveral men of letters, 
with whom he afterwards correfponded. On his return he was 
called to the bar, and gained fuch reputation by his elegant 
pleadings, that in 1691 he was made receiver of the ecclefiafti- 
cal tythes, a place no lefs honourable than lucrative, but little 
agreeable to the difpofition of Burman, who was now too much 
employed to gratify his paffion for the fine arts, except in a man- 
ner prejudicial to his health ; for he ufed to fit up whole nights 
in clofe ftudy. 


The illuftrious Gravius beheld, with joy, the fuccefsful talents 
of his pupil and friend. His continual praifes, and warm re- 
commendations, contributed not a little in procuring Burman 
the profefforfhips ; firft, of eloquence and hiftory, then of Greek 
and Latin, and, laftly, of politics; to all which he was raifed 
_ by the univerfal voice, as they became vacant. Nor had the 
public caufe to repent their choice; he difcharged the bufinefs 
of each with fuperior ability, and, notwithitanding his employ- 
ments were fo multiplied, found means to publifh feveral works 
in the compafs of a few years, which declared the rectitude of 


their election. Among thefe was a treatife, De Vefigalibus Po-- 
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puli Romani, which difplayed profound knowledge of the hiftory, 
laws, and policy of ancient Rome ; another, intitled, Fupiter 
Fulgurator, an elegant commentary on the Fables of Phzdrus, 
and that exquifite fragment of the inimitable Petronius ; fome 
orations, and feveral detached poems ; all of which did credit to 
the genius, the tafte, and the erudition of Burman. 


In a fhort excurfion he made to Paris, he met with a very 
flattering and itriking inftance of the efteem in which he was 
held by foreigners. Happening one day to be in company with 
the celebrated Montfaucon, he fo charmed that profound anti- 
quarian with his tafte and elocution, that he preflingly defired 
to know hisname. He was no fooner told that it was Burman, 
than, rifing fuddenly from his feat, he embraced him in raptures, 
and felicitated himfelf on having met with a perfon, whofe 
works he had long admired, and whom he regarded as one of 
the moft fhining ornaments of literature. A thoufand civilities 
were fhewn him by this polite benedi€tine, during his refidence 
in Paris ; and on his departure, Montfaucon gave him letters of 
recommendation to all the convents of his order, that he might 
lodge without expence, and be admitted to their libraries and cu- 
rious manufcripts, through all the provinces in France. 


In the year1715 the learned Perizonius died at Leyden, and 
the curators of the univerfity, fenfible that his place could not 
be fo ably filled as by Burman, addrefled very advantageous 
propofals to him. For a long time he hefitated; at lait his 
enemies determined him to accept the offer, by oppofing his 
pretenfions to fome particular employment, to which his merit 
undoubtedly had a right. Aecordingly he took his leave of 
Utrecht, and was joyfully received in Leyden by all the friends 
of learning. On taking poffeffion of the chairs of hiftory, 
eloquence, and the Greek language, he pronounced an eloquent 
oration on the duties of a public profeffor of polite letters, which 
augmented his reputation, and raifed the public hopes, that the 
univerfity would receive additional luftre from this new member. 
Their expe€tations were fully anfwered; all the youth of the 
firft quality flocked from every quarter to learn the rudiments of 
tafte and fcience under fo able a mafter. In 1725 he was made 
public librarian, an employment the more agreeable to him, as 
it furnifhed ample opportunity of fatiating that ftrong paffion 
for books with which he was poffeffed. Much about the fame 
time, our profeflor was charged by the truftees of the univerfity, 
with the ufeful and laudable tafk of prelecting on the hiftory of 
the United Provinces; an example we are aftonifhed has not 


been followed in our Britifh feminaries. Twice he had the ho- 
nour 
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nour of being chofen rector; and on the firft of thefe occafions 
he {poke that beautiful oration on the ttudy of humanity, or 
the fine arts, which has ever fince been admired as a mafter- 
piece of elocution and tafte. While he is recommending polite 
letters, he demonftrates how effential they are to every gentle- 
ronan, and infpires a tafte for them, by his own example. We 
muft indeed acknowledge, that we never perufed a difcourfe 
more replete with refined thoughts elegantly exprefied, with hap- 
pier irony well fupported, and with erudition fet off with all 
the adventitious ornaments of genius and fenfibility. 


After this he gave the publick chafte editions of Paterculus, 
Quintilian, Valerius Flaccus, and feveral other Roman claf- 
fics. In a word, his application was fo clofe, that it greatly im- 
paired his health, though it could not oblige him altogether to 
forfake fociety; for he was as much fought after for the charms 
of his converfation, the gaiety of his humour, the delicacy of 
his wit, as for the vaft depth of his erudition. His enemies 
made a handle of the opennefs of his difpofition, and freedom of 
his difcourfe, to reprefent him as an enemy to religion ; but his 
panegyrift affures us, that he died with the moft exalted fenti- 
ments of the chriftian dogtrine. After a long and painful illnefs, 
he yielded up his laft breath on the 31ft of March, in the 
year 1741, deeply regretted by all men of learning, and parti- 


cularly by his friends, and thofe who knew the qualities of his’ 


heart. 


— 





Art. XV. Hiffoire Naturelle générale, et particulitre, avec la De- 
Seription du Cabinet du Roi. Tom. VII. 40. 


reputation, that the publi¢ will doubtlefs be pleafed with 
the appearance of this addition to that valuable work. The 
fame exactnefs in defcription, boldnefs of thought, tafte for me- 
taphyfical refinement, and elegance of diction, charatterize this 
as the former volumes. It is truly aftonifhing, what a fund of 
entertainment, and nice fpéculation, he has found in fubjeéts fo 
unpromifing as the defcription of wolves, foxes, otters, mice, 
rats, and other animals the moft difagreeable and contemptible ; 
but Buffon’s genius dignifies every fubje& by foaring above it, 
carrying his reflections to final caufes, and opening the inex- 
haufble treafures of the moft fublime philofophy. 


Art, 
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R. Buffon’s Natural Hiftory has acquired fuch merited 
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Art. XVI. L’Oracle de Nouveaux Philofophes. Pour fervir de 
fuite et @ Ecclaircifsement aux Oeuvres de Mr. de Voltaire. 


Svo. 


ROM the title to this performance, we imagined the au- . 

thor intended a defence of thofe numberlefs paradoxes, and 
whimfical thoughts, refpe€ting philofophy and religion, to be 
found in every page of the works of the ingenious Mr. Vol- 
taire. On the contrary, he rigidly examines thofe thoughts, 
by placing thém in a collective view, fhewing their contradic- 
tion, and expofing their fallacy, with abundance of learning, 
genius, and {pirit, but with lefs logical precifion than might be 
expected. 


ae. = 
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Art. 17. The Sermons of Mr. Yorick. 2Voli. t2mo. Pr. gs. 
Dodfley. 


T is with pleafure we behold this fon of Comus defcendin 

from the chair of mirth and frolick, to infpire fentiments o 
piety. and read lectures in morality, to that very audience whofe 
hearts he has captivated with good-natured wit; and facetious 
humour. Let the narrow-minded bigot perfuade himfelf that 
religion confifts in a grave forbidding exterior and auftere con- 
verfation; let him wear the garb of forrow, rail at innocent: 
feftivity, and make himfelf difagreeable to become righteous ; 
we, for our paits, will laugh and fing, and lighten the unavoida- 
ble cares.of life by every harmlefs recreation : we will lay fiege 
to Namur with uncle Zody and Trim, in the morning, and mora- 
lize at night with Sterne and Yorick ; in one word, we will ever 
efteem religion when fmoothed with good humour, and believe 
that piety alone to be genuine, which flows from a heart, warm, - 
gay, and focial. 

‘With thefe fentiments we took up Mr. Sterne’s fermons, with- 
out being offended at Yorick’s name prefixed: for which he 
modeftly apologizes. The excellent fermon, fo humoroufly in- 
ferted in Triftram Shandy, raifed our expeétations of this publi- 
cation ; and we muit frankly confefs, that we are not difap- 
pointed in the perufal, whatever learned -divines may think, who 
look for the formality of heads, explications, proofs, and con- 
troverfial quibbles. ‘The reverend Mr. Sterne aims at mending 
the heart, without paying any great regard to the inftruétion of 
the head ; inculcating every moral virtue by precepts, deduced 
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from reafon and the facred oracles. Would to God his example 
were more generally followed by our clergy, too many of whom 
delight in an oftentatious difplay of their own abilities, and vain 
unedifying pomp of theologicallearning. Moft of the difcourfes 
before us are penned in aplain and artlefs ftrain, elegant without 
the affeCtation of appearing fo, and familiar without meannefs, 
at leaft, in general. This, however, is a beauty in writing 
which het has once or twice pufhed to excefs, particularly in the 
exordium of the fecond fermon : ‘ Jt is better to go to the houfe of 
mourning, than to the houfe of feafting.’ 

«'That 1 deny — but let us hear the wife man’s reafoning 
upon it — for that is the end of all men, and. the living will lay it to 
his Aeart : forrow ts better than laughter — for a crack’d-brain’d 
order of of Carthufian monks, I grant, but not for men of the 
world: for what purpofe, do you imagine, has God made us? 
for the focial fweets of the well watered vallies where he has 
planted us, or for the dry and difmal deferts of a Sierra Morena? 
are the fad accidents of life, and the uncheery hours which per- 

etually overtake us, are they not enough, but we muft fally 
forth in queft of them, belie our own hearts, and fay, as 
your text would have us, that they are better than-thofe of joy? 
did the beft of Beings fend.us into the workl for this end to 
go weeping through it, to vex and fhorten a life fhort and 
vexatious enough already? do you think, my good preacher, that 
he who is infinitely happy, can envy us our enjoyments ? or that 
a being foinfinitely kind would grudge a mournful traveller, the 
fhort refit and refrefhments neceffary to fupport his fpirits thro’ 
the ftages of a weary pilgrimage? or that he would call him to 
a fevere reckoning, becaufe in his way he had haftily {matched at 
fome little fugacious pleafures, merely'to fweeten this uneafy 
journey of life, and reconcile him to the ruggednels of the road, 
and the many hard juftlings he is fure to meet with? Confider, 
I befeech you, what provifion and accommodation, the author 
of our being has prepared for us, that we might not go on ovr 
way forrowing how many caravanferas of reft what 
powers and faculties he has given us for taking it — what apt 
objects he has placed in our way to entertain us; —— fome of 
which he bas made fo fair, fo exquifitely for this end, that they 
have power over us for a time to charm away the fenfe of pain, 
to cheer up the dejected heart under poverty and ficknefs, and 
make it go and remember its miferies no more.’ 

Moft readers, we believe, will agree with us, that the dignity 
of the preacher, and of pulpit-eloquence, is loft in this method 
of allegorizing, and of perfonating characters: a blemith it is, 
however, which ferves only to fet off the other excelleacies of 
the ingenious writer, We could almoft venture to pronounce, 
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concerning the goodnefs of the author’s heart, by his choice of 
fubjects, molt of which muft have occafioned ferious reflections 
in every man who has felt the dittrefies of his fellow-creatures. 


Art. 18. Sermons on Several Subjects, by James Mufcutt, M. 4. 
late Re&or of Little Staughton i Bedfordthire, and Fellow of 
Corpus-Chrifti College, Oxford. 8vo. -Pr.5s. Whifton. 


‘Weare told in ,the advertifement prefixed to thefe difcourfes, 
that they were written for the ufe'and'improvement of a private 
congregation, and would never have been publifhed, had not the 
exigencies of the author’s children obliged him to have recourfe 
to this expedient, in order to raife a fum of money for them. 
This apology, whilft it does honour to Mr. Mufcutt’s modefty, 
appears to us altogether unneceflary, as this collection might 
claim the attention of the public, merely on account of .its own 
merit. ‘This author’s {tile is not florid, but elegant and perfpi- 
cuous; and his reafonings, tho’ not always founded upon prin- 
ciples ftritly true, are always logical and exact. The three firft 
fermons treat of the refurrection, that fundamental article of 
the chriftian religion, upon the truth of which the whole fabric 
of revelation depends. 

In page 38, fermon 2d, we meet with this juft obfervation, 
That no one will difpute his power in the renovation of our bo- 
dies from the duft who» firft formed them out of it ; to which 
our author adds, That the refurrection of the dead is credi- 
ble, becaufe it has been actually performed ; for we read of Eli- 
fha’s raifing the widow’s fon in the book of Kings, and of St. 
Peter’s working the fame effeét upon the devout Tabitha at 
Joppa. This might be a proper argument to thofe who admit 
the truth of the Old Teftament ; but fure it will have but very 
little weight with fuch who are difpofed to call the truth of the 
refurreétion in queftion. To fuch it muft appear a petitio princi- 
pii, or proving the thing by the thing itfelf. 

In page 44th, the author by citations from feripture, refutes 
the opinion of thofe who maintain, that as Chrilt died for all, 
fo-his refurreftion fhall, in the end, be equally advantageous to 
all. . It mutt be acknowledged, that this notion is altogether i in 
confiftent with fcripture, tho’ very plaufible arate have 
been urged in fupport of it. 

{n fermon the 4th, it is faid, in anfwer to lord Shaftesbury’ $ 
objection, that the cripture no where recommends private friend- 
fhip, and the love of one’s country ; that our Lord did not re-" 
commend it inthe manner it was underftood by the heathens, in 
order'to guard againft the numberlefs inconveniencies it pro- 
duced, by making them look upon all.as enemies who did not 
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belong to them. This remark feems to be taken from a fermon 
wrote by the late ingenious Dr. Fofter, in order to refute the 
above pofition of his lordfhip. 

In fermon the 8th, the fubjeét of which is public worfhip, we 
meet with the following obfervation, That as every one acknow- 
ledges God’s general providence or protection of citiés and 
ftates ; fo muft he allow that he is that light to be worfhipped 
by them, as fuch: as therefore every individual is under an‘/ob- 
ligation to the worfhip of God upen his private account ; in 
like manner, kingdoms and {tates are under an obligation to ac- 
knowledge their dependance upon God in their publiccapacity + 
and this is the rife of an inftituted national religion. Here we 
cannot avoid taking notice of the futility of their reafoning, 
who, becaufe religion promotes the purpofes of fociety, have 
concluded, that ail religion was the invention of legiflators and 
politicians, and merely calculated to keep the machitie of | go- 
vernment in motion. ‘The abfurdity of fuch an afiertion will 
farther appear if it be taken into confideration, that ftatefmen, 
inftead of inventing new fuperftitions, have always availed them- 
felves of the old, in order to lead the people according to their 
will and pleafure. 

In the 10th fermon, which turns upon the education of youth, 
we find little or nothing new; and this feems the more fur- 
ptifing, as that important fubje& has never been exhaufted, tho’ 
Locke, Milton, and Tillotfon, have wrote upon it. 

In fermon the 11th, in which the confequences of fin are en- 
larged upon, there is a very exact and pathetic reprefentation of 
the inward inquietudes of the wicked man, which concjudes it 
by thefe emphatical expreffions, to labour for pain and remorfe, 
to reap perpetual uneafinef$ and anxiety: thus to be interrupted 
in bufinefs; checked ‘in our purfuit of pleafure, to have all our - 
motions leavened with this bitter mixture; what is it but to fuf- 
fer, even immediately upon the commiffion, fome part of the 
punifhment of our fins? This is very juft ; every tranfgreffion — 
of the law of nature punifhes itfelf. For tho’ the offender 
fhould efcape all other punifhment, remorfe of confcience is not 
to be avoided, prima eff hac ultio quod fe judice nemo nocens abfal- 
witur. 

In fermon the 12th, and laft, which is the fequel of the former 
upon public worfhip, our author judicioufly remarks, that the 
objections which fome have made to the prefcribed form of wor- 
fhip, fem to be derived from a diflike to any form at all: for, 
adds he, all men know, that no human inftitution is perfeé. 
Why then fhould they contend for endlefs alterations liable to 


the fame imperfetions ? This feems to be a full anfwer to the 
objections 
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objections of diffenters, who will find it difficult to make it ap- 
pear, that extempore prayers are lefs liable to defe&ts than a fet 
form, To conclude, tho’ this writer can by no means be ranked 
with firft-rate preachers, his difcourfes well deferve a perufal ; 
and whilft we praile his modefty, in declaring that they were 
not publifhed from a prefumption of any peculiar merit, or ex- 
cellency in the compofition, we cannot but approve of the lau- 
dable motive to which he afcribes the publication, and heartily 


congratulate him upon his fuccefs, 





Art. 19. The Multitude of Holidays detrimental to the Public, and not 
advantageous to Religion. By James Tilfon, Ef; Dublin. 


Faulkner. Price 6d. 


The pamphlet now before us, is a tranflation from part of 
the firft difcourfe of the fixth volume of the celebrated father 
Feijoo’s works, one of the firft writersin Spain, and an honour 
to the age in which he flourifhes. Mr. Tilfon has publithed it 
for the benefit of the Irifh nation, where his property is very 
confiderable, and where moft of the labouring people are rigid 
papifts, confequently ftrict obfervers of many more holidays 
than are confiftent with the good of the community. It is pre- 
ceded by a genteel addrefs to the clergy of that perfuafion in 
Ireland, in which they are complimented for the laudable zeal 
they exprefs for the general good of their country, and exhort- 
ed to confirm it, by an immediate attention to the fuppreffing of 
the number of holidays obferved by their church. 

This difcourfe opens with difplaying the lofs the people an- 
nually fuftain by ae number of holidays, each of which makes 
them by fo much*the poorer, as they then earn nothing for them- 
felves or families. ‘This lofs, fays our fenfible and difinterefted 
Spaniard, would be but little regarded, if thofe feftivals were 
really employed to the benefit of their fouls; but the contrary 
is the cafe in fo great a degree, that ene may venture to affirm, 
thofe idle days do more hurt to the foul than to the body. Itis 
true, indeed, they perform their aéts of religion, which muft be 
furely very acceptable to God ; but the reft of the day is, by 
moft of the common people, dedicated to pleafures too often of 
a criminal tendency. When, but upon holidays, do we fee a 
concourfe of the common people of both fexes affembled to 
talk, joke, guzzle, and dance ? When, but in fuch meetings 
are the firft fparks of concupifcence lighted up? When, but in 
fuch days, are labouring men expofed to drunkennefs? In a 
word, the paffions that predominate.in each conftitution, which 


on other days are checked and kept down by’ bodily labour, on ° 


feftivals fhew themfelves in their full {cope and vigour. 
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In the courfe of this fhort cffay it appears, by feveral extraéts 
from general councils, that the reduétion of holidays has been 
often vefted in the bifhops, without intervention of papal au- 
thority; and this isa point, which it is to be hoped thofe among 
the catholic clergy of Ireland, who affume that title, will take 
into confideration. | 

The intention of this pamphlet is worthy of a patriot ; but 
we wifh, inftead of a tranflation, this ingenious gentleman had 
given an eflay of his own, particularly upon the {tate of Ireland 
in this refpect. The fairs, the patrons, the wells, nay, the con- 
tinual diforders of the mobs, even in the polifhed city of Dublin 
on holidays, furnifh ample fcope. 


Art. 20. Sermons on Pra&ical Chriftianity. By Henry Stebbing, 
D. D. Archdeacon of Wilts, Chancellor of the Diocefe of Sarum, 
and late Preacher to the'Henourable Socizty of Gray’s-Inn. Vol. 
II, 8vo. Pr. 5s. * Davis and Reymers. 


The author of thefe difcourfes unites the fubtilty and pene- 
tration of the cafuift to the zeal and piety of the divine. He 
difcuffes moral topics with an exaétnefs rarely to be met with in 
elaborate fyftems of ethics, and treats thofe of a theological 
kind, with all the warmth and earneftnefs of a minifter of the 
gofpel. His works differ effentially from thofe of moft preach- 
ers, being entirely free from a fault with which they are too ge- 
neraily chargeable, namely, the multiplying of words which 
convey but little inftru@ion. ‘The compofitions of fuch writers 
have been juftly compared to trees, whofe braiches flourifhing 
with an exuberance of leaves, contain no fruifs or none that can 
fupport and nourifh the human body. The difcourfes before 
us, on the contrary, abound with matter, and are calculated to 
enlighten the Chriftian, inftruét the moralift, and aid the fpe- 
culations of the philofopher. To conclude, the works of our 
author have intrinfic merit, and we earneftly recommend them 
to our readers, not merely on account of the interefting fub- 
jects which they treat of, but, for the fund of knowledge which 
they contain. ‘The-glorious name of religion often procures a, 
favourable hearing to the fermons of preachers of mean abili- 
ties, and the refpeé paid to them is like that which Pompey re- 
ceived in advanced age, refpe& paid to.a name. 


Stat magni nominis umbra. ' Lucan. 


But fuch is the luxuriance of our author’s genius, that he dif- 
plays a.varicty of talents, which do not feem to belong to his 
profeffion, and may be properly compared to a tree, which, be- 


ing 
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ing ingrafted, bears fruits not to be found on it in the ordinary 
courfe of nature. 


Exiit ad calum ramis falicibus arbos 
Miraturq; novos fronds FS non fua poma, | 
Virg. Georgics. 


Art. 21. The Intere#t of Great Britain confidered, with Regard to 
her Colonies and the Acquifitions of Canada and Guadaloupe. To 
which ave added, Obfervations concerning the Increafe of Mankind, 
peopling of Countries, Sc. Swo. Pr. is. Becket. 


From the time that the fuccefs of the Britifh arms made peace 
the general fubjet of writers, there has not appeared a more 
fenfible pamphlet than this, which feems the produétion of a 
cool head, warm heart, and mafterly hand. The letter addref- 
fed to the avo great men, occafioned remarks on that letter, and 
the performance before us is intended in reply to the latter. It 
equals either of thefe in perfpicuity and elegance, and, perhaps, 
furpaffes them in candour, in argument, and clearnefs of con- 
ception, as well as an extenfive knowledge of commerce, and 
the true interefts of Great Britain. All the remarker’s reafoning, 
with regard to the furrender of Canada ata peace, is, in our 
opinion, clearly refuted by arguments deduced from the nature 
of trade, of population in new planted countries, and of the 
fituation and circumftances of Canada in particular. The re- 
marker’s fears, that our American colonies may one day be ren- 
dered independent of the mother-country, by too great an ex- 
tenfion of our conquefts, are fhewn groundlefs and ideal’; and 
the neceffary union among the different provinces to effect fuch 
a purpofe, demonftrated, to be not only improbable, but im- 
poffible, during their prefent connections with the Britifh con- 
fticution. 

We could with that our author’s arguments levelled againft 
the retention. of Guadaloupe, had breathed the fame fpirit of 
candour and impartiality as the foregoing. Farther fucceffes 
may give us room to hope, that our miniftry may infift on keep- 
ing both at a peace; it was therefore fhooting beyond the mark 
to attempt proving Guadaloupe of fo little value to the crown, 
however it may feem fo in the eftimation of the public, when com- 
pared with Canada. Canit be doubted, but the French inhabi- 
tants of this ifland will foon perceive the advantages refulting 
from the moderation of a Britifh government, and become a co- 
lony as much attached to England as any other in the Weft-Ir- 
dies? and yet this forms one-of our author’s ftrongeft objec- 
tions againft retaining Guadaloupe. Prejudice and paffion againtt 
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anew form of government will foon fubfide, where the people 
find their liberty and property better fecured. The force of cuf- 
tom will foon yield to intereft ; even religion itfelf will give way 
to this main fpring of aétion, as foon as mens eyes are opened to 
what they really believe to be their intereft ; intermarriages, and 
a thoufadd other conneétions and ties, will, jn time, unite the 
conquerors and conquered, form them into one people, and bind 
them into one folid uniform mafs. 

With refpe& to this excellent writer’s other objeftion, that 
they will fend their children to be educated in France, and im- 
port the moft valuable of their commodities from that country, 
we apprehend it is in the power of the government to lay fuch 
reftri€tions, as will render either impraéticable, and propofe 
fuch advantages, as will prevent their being defirable. But thefe 
are trivial errors, which rather obfcure than tarnifh the merit of 
this judicious and well wrote pamphlet: to which are annexed 
fome remarks on population, that fhew the force of the author’s 
judgment, and deferve the attention of every politician. 


Art. 22. An Anfwer to the Author of the Critical Review, for March, 
1760, upon the Article of Mrs. Nihell’s Treatife on the Art of 
Midwifery. By Mrs. Elizabeth Nihell, profefed Midwife. 8vo, 
Pr. 1s. Morley. 


Pray be eafy, good madam, we are ready to grant whatever 
you require ; even to acknowledge that your tongue is /énfbi, 

ewd, and voluble, as thy fingers. It was never our intention 
to enter the lifts with a lady, efpecially with a lady of your pro- 
feffion, of whofe fkill in the weapons of altercation we could 
not be ignorant. We confefs that you have here brought to 
light, forty pages of profound argumentation, which, hackneyed 
as we are in debate, we cannot pretend to anfwer in lefs than as 
many volumes ; and that you have delivered yourfelf of a mon- 
ftrous birth, that fully evinces your dexterity in the obftetric 
art: may it, however, be the laft of our begetting! Heaven 
preferve us from the heinous crime of fornication! What a 
fnarling, tattling, goflipping urchin muft that be, who owns 
a critic for his father, a midwife for his mother, with an apo- 
thecary, perchance, for his fponfor, or, what is worfe, a grub, 
who feeds and fattens on the fpoils of chara¢ter and fair fame ? 
With-hold thy infnaring arts, good Mrs. Nihell! Tempt not 
frail virtue, and provoke not appetites already too ungovernable, 
but join with us in the words of our holy litany, From /uch foul 
deeds, and crying fins, geod Lord deliver us, 


Art. 
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Art. 23. A Political Effay upon the Englith and French Colonies in 
Northern and Southern America, confidered in a new Light. By 
aPatrio. %vo. Pr. 6d. Woodfall. — , 


This little effay is not deftitute-of merit. It is a comparifon! 
of the political and commercial values of the South and North’ 
American colonies, in which the balance appears'in favoar ‘of 
the former, in a political, and of the latter, in a commerciab 
view. We could with the author had annexed precife ideas to 
thefe terms, as we are of opinion there can be no real difference’ 
between the political and commercial value of the American co-’ 
lonies, as they are the objects of politics, fo far only as they in- 
fluence trade, and confequently, the wealth and power of the 
mother-country, 


Art. 24. The Clockmakers Outery againft the Aathor of the Life and 
Opinions of Triftram Shandy. Dedicated to the Mo? Humbke of 
Chriftian Prelates. 8vo. Pr. is. Burd. : 


Should any of our readers difcover wit and humour in this ex- 
travagant critique, that has efcaped our penetration, we defire he 


will attribute it to his own fuperior difcernment, without refle@-_ 


ing on the faculty of critics, who are too much employed to 
hunt for a needle in a bottle of ftraw, 


Art. 25. Sek Tales of Count Hamilton, Author of the Life and 
Memoirs cf the Count de Grammont. Tran/flated from the French, 
In Two Volumes.’ 12mo. Pr.6s. Burd. 


In thefe tales there is a pleafing wildnefs and luxuriance of 
fancy ; but the reader’s fatisfaction is damped by the difficulty 
of unveiling the morals; if any be intended, 


Art. 26. The Tendencies of the Foundling Hofpital in its prefint 


Extent, confidered in feveral Views, juft as they occur en paflant 
ina lax epiftolary Addrefs, attempting to preferve the Lives of Baf- 
tard Infants ; to continue the Cuftom of Matrimony ; to firengthen 
the Community, in its Population; and, to better it in its Indufiry, 
in its Trade, in its Opulence, &c. and, moft of all, in, what 
foould mott be regarded, its Morals: In feveral Letters toa Sena- 
tor. Part l. to. Printed for private Ufe. 


Never did the prefs ufher any thing into public view, fo truly rie: 
diculous as this /ax addrefs to a fenator, whofe coftive. habit may: 


poffibly require fuch applications. To penetrate inte the mean- 


ing of this original writer, has foiled all our critical difcernment 5. 
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and we believe it would puzzle the whole fociety of metaphyfi- 
cians in Butcher-row to dechypher one period. Certain we are, 
that the profound Henriques himfelf, of bleffed family, that 
{tay and prop of a falling nation, never divulged | oracles half 
fo myftical. Take, reader, this’ delicious morfel of eloquence, 
on which we leave thee to chew the cud. 

‘ As by a plurality of thus occafion’d uznatural precipitate 
acaths of infants, the community fuftains the fame lofs of infant 
fives, which it would fuftain by the fame plurality of murdered 
infants,—It follows that the prefent Foundling Hofpital’s plan of 
extenfion, by not apparently diminifhing, but. even thus appa- 
rently multiplying the number of thofe precipitate, unnatural 
deaths of illegitimate children, and occafioning moreover a greater 
number than before of precipitate unnatural deaths of even /egi- 
timate children, makes even the frengef argument which has been 
alledged for that‘ extenfion, to militate. againf it. And as it 
thus :defeats the great good end, and withall. commits more of 
what candor calls deftruétions, (commonly called murders) than 
that of defeating the great goad end, for which profeffedly it 
was fet on foot in favor of baftardy, it fo far fuperabundantly 
furnifhes its owz plea for its own defeat ;—I fay, /uperabundantly : 
For, 

« * Argumenti gratia, fappofe this arithmeticof mine to be wrong, 


. and that fince the increafe of the Foundling Hofpital’s plan, there 


is no increafe in the number of murdered infants, yet fince at leaft 
as great a number of thofe murders as before, for ought appears, 
{til exifts, (no decreafe in that number being perceptible even ” 
after thofe largely increafed miffions which have been of infants 
yearly to this refuge for them, miflions that promifed a very large 
decreafe proportionably in the number of murdered infants, fuch 
a large one as fhould be very perceptible long before now,) Does 
not this fufficiently demonftrate that the one great evil which 
this inlarged plan of the Foundling Hofpital intended to prevent, 
is found ftil to axif, at leaft, if not to increase ?? 3 


Art. 27. Short Principles for the Archite&ure of Stone-Bridges. With 
praical Observations, and a neu Geometrical Diagram to deter- 
mine the Thicknefs of the Piers to the Height and Bajfe of any given 
Arch. In twelve Se&ions. Lluftrated with Figures. By Ste- 
phen Riou, £4; Archite#. 8vo. Pr. 3s. 6d. Hitch and Hawes. 


This treatife feems to have been written with a view, chiefly 
to depreciate the reputation of Mr. Mylne, as an architeét, tho’ 
the author avoids difclofing his intention till he comes to the ap- 
pendix. We fhall only obferve, that the reader, who looks for 


fcience, muft content himfelf with a vain parade of words, con- 
ftru ced 
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ftruéted in no very artiit-like manner, and threwd hints of the 
reat matters he would perform, had the committee fixed their 
choice on him to fuperintend the bridge propofed at Black-friars. 
Nature, indeed, feems not to have defigned this felf-fufficient 
entleman for exalted geometrical difcoveries ; but what his 
{kill in his profeflion may be, we fubmit to the judgment of 
thofe who are better qualified to decide. 


Art. 28. Objervations on the Siate of Bankrupts, under the prefent 
Laws. Ia a Letter to a Member of Parliament. 8ve. Pr. 1s. 

Cooper. | : 

We cannot beftow praife on the execution of this pamphlet, 
but the defign is of fo interefting concern to fociety, that the 
author ought to efeape cenfure. The fair trader who ftops pay- 
ment, in confequence of unayoidable loffes and misfortunes, 
ought furely to be diftinguifhed in the eye of the law from him, 
who bécomes infolvent by profifion, profligacy, and every fpe- 
cies of extravagance, 


Art. 29. 4 Letter to the Great Man, occaffoned by the Letter to Two 
Great Men. In which many of that Writer’s Abfurdities, Incon- 
fiftencies and Contradi@ions are detected. And the fatal Tendency of 
bis Propofitions expofed. By a Citizenof London. 4 Difcipl of 
Sidney and Locke. 820. Pr.1s. Briftow. 


Never did fcholar do lefs credit to his mafters, than this difci- 
ple to Locke and Sidney. We might poflibly have put faith in his 
profeflions, had he called himfelf the difciple of the raving and. 
{currilous Sh—-—re, whofe maxims he adopts fo implicitly, that 
we doubt not of feeing him elevated to the poit of honour, once 
fo worthily filled by that diftinguifhed patriot. 


Art. 30. 4 Narrative of the Effeéts of the celebrated Antivenereal 
Medicine, lately difcovered by Mr. Keyfer, a German Chymif in 
Patis, rhat cures the Venereal Difeafe in its moft inveterate and ma- 
lignant State, without Salivation or ftriG Regimen, as is now prac- 
tifedin France, Goth in private Cafes, and in the Military Hofpi- 
tals, EFc. By James Cowper, M. D. 8vo. Pr. 1s. Cooper. 


As the compofition of this medicine is kept a fecret in the 
hands of Dr. Cowper, we can only inform the reader, | that its 
virtues are attefted by fuch a cloud of witneffes of undoubted 
credit as almoft ftaggers our prejudice againft all noftrums. Se- 
veral of the firft quality in France, as well as the members of the 
academy of arts and fcierices, and the faculties of phyfic and 
furgery in Paris, bear teftimony to the cures performed by if, 
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of which they were eye-witnefles. The pamphlet confifts of 
their certificates, and a few cafes, venereal and rheumatic, 
wherein Dr. Cowper, the prefent proprietor, has experienced 
its efficacy. : | 


Art. 31. 4 Scheme for the general Good of the Nation, by a juf? and 
comfortable Prowifion for the disbanded Soldiers, and their Families, 
after the Foils and Fatigues of the War ; and for the effectual Se. 
curity of our Commerce and Poffeffions abroad, and the perpetual 
Terror of the common Enemy of our Peace. Submitted to the pub- 
lic Verdi. By Stratioticus. 8vo. Pr. 6d. Hooper. 


The abfurdly pompous title prefixed to this pamphlet, may 
poffibly occafion its being overlooked, as fimilar in nature to al] 
the other projects of idle {cribblers, offered to the government, 
The hint, however communicated by Stratioticus, is fuch as we 
imagine may be improved to public advantage. It is propofed, 
¢ that all regiments now in North-America, which are intended 
to be broke, or reduced, fhall be broke or reduced there ; and 
that every non-commiffion officer and foldier fhall have the fol- 
lowing offer tendered to them, viz. 

‘ That every non-commiffion officer and foldier fhall have a 
portion of land affigned him and his family in the following pro- 
portions; a ferjeant, one hundred acres ; acorporal feventy ;a 

rivate man, or drummer, fifty ; and for every fon of fuch mar- 
ried ferjeant, corporal, private man, or drummer, twenty acres, 
and for every daughter ten acres. 

‘ That every fuch ferjeant, corporal, private man, or drummer, 
fhall have given him, at the expence of the crown, after his 
Jand or plantation fhall be affigned him, proper implements and 
utenfils fit for building houfes, and for clearing and cultivating 
the ground; and be provided with a proper quantity of corn, 
grain, and feeds of every kind, which may be thought proper 
for the land ; and every wife of fuch ferjeant, corporal, or drum- 
mer, fhall be likewife provided with all kinds of neceflartes fit. 
Gor houfewifery, in proportion to their feveral plantations and 
family, and proper cloathing for one whole year, or fuch other 
Jonger time as it fhall be thought reafonable to allow them, to 
make the produce of their plantations fufficient for the mainte- 
nance of them and their families. 

‘ That every ferjeant, corporal, foldier, and drummer, to 
maintain himfelf and family from that time ; and the fathers and 
fons, above the age of fourteen years to wear regimentals. 

‘ That if any commiffion-officers fhall chufe to accept a like 


offer, they fhall have a quantity of land affigned them, adequate 
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to their ranks, together with the feveral implements and necef- 
faries in like manner as above. 
‘ And it ic further propofed, 

¢ That this fcheme may extend, and the fame offer he made 
to every commiffion and non-commiffion officer or foldier, re- 
duced in any other part of ‘his majefty’s dominions ;. and that 
they, their wives, and families, fhall be conveyed to America at 
the expence of the government.’ 

Whether this laft part of the fcheme will not be attended with 
ynfurmountable difficulties and inconveniencies, is beyond our 
province to determine. 


Art. 32. A Dialogue between Two Great Ladies. oun Pr. Gd. 
Cooper. 


A political converfation between the Emprefs qann and Cza- 
rina, in which there is fome fhrewdnefs. 


Art. 33- The Times. A Second Epifile to Flavian. ‘4to. Pr. 15, 
% Burd. 

We are forry to fee fo much ftrong fenfe and good fatire 

delivered in fo unpoetical a manner. We are alfo forry to find 

the ingenious writer himfelf fenfible of the defect, yet unwilling 


to amend it, 


‘ Nothing I dare, nor may, nor can compofe, 
Beyond a kind of rhim’d and meafur’d profe, 
Which for epiftles I fhould think moft fit,’ &c. 


The generality of his readers, we fancy, will not be of his 
fentiments, but ‘will regret the foft mellifluous numbers which 
Mr. Pope’s example has rendered necefflary to all fucceeding 
epiftolary writers to follow. Attempting to fhew that the heart 
is our trueft guide in morals and tafte, he fpeaks thus: 


‘ This doctrine, Flavian, that I now inipart, 
All feel it at the bottom of their heart, 
That living {pring of all that’s great and good, 
Though oft negle&ted, oft mifunderftood. 
Yet what can ftudy more deferve t’invite, 
Pregnant, at once, with ufe.and with delight? 
Which none, that will confult it, e’er can mifs : 
*Tis the great fountain of -all focial blifs : 
Love, friendfhip, every virtue’s there on flow, 
That makes men happy, or can keep them fo. 
Not lefs of mental light the heart’s the feat, 


Than ’tis of mere material vital heat. 7 
Thence 
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Thence genuine tafte his fureft guidance draws, 
And thence inlighten’d forms his facred laws. 
Not of thofe taftes I fpeak, that in the head 
Are on the furface-of opinion bred. 
O fhame! that o’er the heart of man to reign 
Such worthlefs tyrants e’er the pow’r fhould gain, 
As love of glitter, or the love of pelf, 

~ By which he lives defrauded of himfelf : 

_.Loft is to.him by far his. nobler part, 

' "Thofe nicer tender luxuries of heart, 
To which the true voluptuary knows, 
Senfation-felf its higheft relifh owes.’ 


He ridicules the unworthy pleafures of the great.in the fot 

lowing fpirited manner : 

__ £ Leave, leave them to their horfes, drabs and dice, - 

Dogs, cards, and ev’ry folly ; ev’ry vice. 

O leave them to themfelves : together pack: 

One chimney-fweeper can’t another black. 

They love to take as bad as what they give ; 

And cannot well without each other live ; 

Nonfenfé'their element : fool pines for foot: 

A man of wit among them’s out of rule, 

And jars a whole collection, where mifplac’d, 

He, like fepulchral lamps, gives light in wafte. 

Senfe falls on minds by trifles all engrofs’d, 

Like genial fhow’rs on barren deferts, loft.’ 


‘ But F-grow fick. Let’s leave St James’s tombs, 

~ With all who rot in ’bove-ground catacombs : 

To other fcenes of folly turm your eyes : 

Wherever man is, fcenes of folly rife. 

Mark Germany ! all feeth’d in her own blood, 

While gracioufly fhe’s told ’tis for her good, 

And honor too, to have her vitals made, 

A poultice for fome prince’s vapor’d head. 

O curft ambition! that. with iron-mafk 

O2’r thy foul face, haft th’impudence to afk 

God’s images for victims to thy guilt ; 

For thee fuch ftreams of human gore are fpilt! 

For thee the widows, orphans piercing cries, 

Oh may they not in vain, afcend the fkies! 

O thought that fhocks! not execrate who can 

This worfe than wolfifhnefs of mar to man ? 

That to their death, in various tortures, brings, 

Thoufands and thoufands better men than kings.’ 


In 
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In fhort, we will venture to fay, that were the whole letter . 
disjointed into plain profe, it.would make a moft fpirited and 
manly compofition, and would be adapted to the taltes of a 
greater variety of readers than in its prefent form; the moft in- 
different judge is capable of difcovering unharmonious poetry, 
but few are capable of relifhing vigorous and manly fentiment. 


Art. 34. Chryfal ; or, the Adventures of a Guinea. Wherein are 
exhibited Views of feveral ftriking Scenes, with curious and intereft- 
ing Anecdotes of the moft noted Perfons in every Rank of Life, whofe 
Hands it paffed through in America, England, Holland, Getma- 
ny, and Portugal. Jn 2 Vols, By an Adept. i12me. Price 6s. 
Becket. : 3 


Had this author wrote more from nature, and lefs from re- 
flection, he might deferve a place in the literary lift, above mie- 
diocrity. With a folid judgment, and fome genius, the author 
would be more regarded, had he viewed nature in a more fa- 
vourable light. Traffic’s charaéter convinces us, that he is ca- 
pable of high-colouring ; but we are fhocked with the enormity 
of crimes, fo monftrous and difgraceful to the human fpecies. 
The pidture of the jefuits is ftrong, but as it exceeds what the 
utmoft villainy can effect, the fatyrift lofes his aim. - In a word, 
we hope, for the fake of humanity, that the writer has beheld 
nature reflected by a falfe mirrour. 


Art. 35. An Odd Letter, on a moff intere Ping Subje, to Mifs K— 
F—h—r. By Simon Trufty, £/7; Recommended to the Perufal 
of the Ladiesof Great Britain. Pr. 6d. Williams, 


This celebrated lady was never addreffed in fuch a manner 
before, as to Aoneffy at leaft: though the author is far from 
wanting elegance, the decent and candid manner in which he 
writes, merits fome attention, and his regard for the intereft of 
virtue and honour in the fair, ftill more; and though we may be 
a little dubious, what good effect it may have on the lady to 
whom it is particularly addreffed, yet we cannot but hope it may 
anfwer a good purpofe to others; on that account we join with 
the author, in recommending it to the perufal of the ladies of 
Great Britain. 


Art. 36. A Confolatory Letter to a Noble Lord. Ss. Pr. ts. 
Hooper. 


Shewing, that in nature there is not a more infolent, harden- 
ed, and unfeeling wretch than a heckney-writer, not even except- 
ing a hackney-coachman. 


Art. 
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Art. 37. Military Maxims : or, the Standard of Generalip. Ads 
dried to a Britith Commander. By an Officer in a Marching Rez 
giment. 8vo. Pr. 1s. Morley. 


If this noble captain’s heart be no ftronger than his head, the 
Lord have mercy on him in the day of battle. . 


Art. 38. Conjeures on the prefent State of Affairs in Germany. 
Containing, Remarks on the Condud of bis Pruffian Majefty; and 
the Probability of his concluding a fafe and honourable Peace. By 
an Impartial Hand. 8vo. Pr. 1s. Becket. 


This is a {pecious fpungy production, calculated to vibrate on 
the Pia Mater of a coffee-houfe politician, and extra& found from 
the fonorous drumhead of one of thofe noify orators ; the pefts 
of all fober-minded perfons, who would fip their tea in quiet, 
and fcan, unmolefted, the elegance, the wit, the learning, the 
candor, and incommenfurable beauties of a Crafi/man. 'To com- 
pare the ftate of each of the belligerant powers in times of 
peace with their prefent fituation ; to deduce from thence an ef- 
timate of their natural and acquired ftrength to profecute the 
war ; and, if there be any certainty in political forefight, to pro- 
phecy the event, is the laudable defign of this profound oracle. 


Art. 39. Letters from Juliet Lady Catefby, to her Friend Lady Hen- 
rietta Campley. Tranflated from the French. 12m0. Pr. 35. 
Dodiley. 


Some months fince we gave an account of this work as a fo- 
reign publication ; it would be unneceflary, therefore, to fay 
more than, that the tranflation is well executed, and the deli- 
cacy of thought and expreffion in the French original, happily 
pteferved in the Englith verfion. 


Art. 40. The Life and Adventures o a Cat. By the late Mr. Field- 
ing. 12mo. Pr. 2s.6d. Minors. 


Dullnefs here affumes the garb of wit ; a worthy inhabitant 
of Grub-ftreet would palm himfelf upon us for the identical 
Henry Fielding, Efq; of facetious memory ; but, unhappily for 
him, like his long-eared progenitor, he betrays himfelf by his 
braying. | 
Afinaque paternum nomen Vertat in rifum. 
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